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Introduction
In the last meeting, one of the open issues summarized in [1] is in the following:
 If UL positioning in RRC_INACTIVE state is supported, in CU-DU split case, gNB-CU should notify the gNB-DU not release the UE positioning context (i.e. SRS configuration) to support UL positioning in RRC_INACTIVE state.
In this meeting, paper [2] and [3] discussed this open issue and had the following proposals
· In [2], it is proposed that let SDT WI to finish the design for the indication of not releasing UE context and re-use the same procedure for SRS configurations.
· In [3], it is proposed that there is no need to keep the UE SRS resources in the same serving gNB when the UE goes to RRC_INACTIVE mode.
From the statements and proposals in [2] and [3], we found that they have different understandings on this issue from what we discussed in [4], so we would like to clarify more on our views based on the understandings from [2] and [3] in the following points for better discussion:
· The background of the issue. (to response [3])
· The difference from SDT. (to response [2])
Discussion
2.1 The background of the issue
From the statements below in [3], the proposed company think this open issue is for all the cases that UE enters into RRC_INACTIVE state. But we think this open issue is only for the case after RRC_INACTIVE UL positioning is active, which means the UE should transmit SRS signal for UL positioning, and the current serving gNB should reserve the assigned SRS configuration and resource for the UE who is in RRC_INACTIVE and UL positioning is also required as well.
“This option [1] indicates the gNB not to release the UE SRS resources when UE goes to RRC_inactive in the same node it is camped in. But from the current specification text above, a NG-RAN cannot know in principle if the Inactive UE is going to resume in the same node or reselect in a totally different node in the RNA. In that case, it does not seem appropriate to keep the positioning session running and active when there is no UE in the last serving node. A failure of the UE associated positioning procedures should happen to avoid the waste of network resources. This is discussed in the next point.”
In our view, this issue is not about last serving gNB or the new selected gNB, it’s about the gNB who is currently serving the UE in RRC_INACTIVE state and the UL positioning is required at the same time.
As we discussed in [4], transmission of SRS when UE is in RRC_INACTIVE state is feasible from RAN1 perspective, according to below agreements in RAN1. 
Agreement(RAN1):
· From RAN1 perspective, it is feasible to support transmission of SRS for positioning by UEs in RRC_INACTIVE state for UL and DL+UL positioning under certain validation criteria
· FFS: Type(s) of SRS for positioning (i.e., periodic, semi-persistent, aperiodic)
· FFS: Details of validation criteria which may also be discussed in RAN2
· Send LS to RAN2 informing them of this agreement

Blow figure in [4] is based on RAN2 discussion for the reference, from step 3 and step 7, we can know that when the RRC INACTIVE positioning is needed, the UE will send the request to the network, so the network is aware of UE is going to perform RRC INACITVE positioning, the gNB will assign the UL PRS resource and send the UE to RRC_INACTIVE state again in step 7. So even UE is in RRC_INACTIVE, the current serving gNB should reserve the configured SRS resources.


Proposal 1, RAN3 agrees that if the UL Positioning is required to be supported when UE is in RRC_INACTIVE state, the serving gNB should reserve the configured UL PRS (e.g. SRS) resources.
2.2 The difference from SDT
From the statement below in [2], it states that, the discussion about retain the UE context for data transmission will be discussed in SDT, however, we don’t think the UE context for data transmission is the same as the resource for UL positioning.
“In the last RAN3 meeting, it was discussed that the gNB-CU should notify the gNB-DU to retain the UE context such as SRS configurations when the UE enters the RRC inactive state. It is notable that SDT WI is also discussing this issue, because the CG-SDT would need the DU to retain the UE context for data transmission for the UE in RRC inactive state. Therefore, it is proposed to wait for SDT WI for the design of indicating DU not to release UE context and re-use the same procedure for SRS Configurations.”
The context for data transmission is DRB or SRB related context, in physical layer, they are mapped to PUSCH or PDSCH, but the SRS is physical signal, it will use different UL resources from PUSCH. If SDT is only for data transmission, there’s no need to reserve SRS resources, however, if this is for UL Positioning, the SRS resource should be reserved. In our view, the reservation of SRS resource is different from retain the UE context for data transmission, it should be discussed in Positioning AI instead of SDT AI, and there’s no need to wait SDT conclusion, as it has nothing to do with SRS resource reservation. 
Observation 1, reservation of SRS resources to support UL Positioning is different from retain the UE context for data transmission in SDT.
Proposal 2, RAN3 agrees that reservation of SRS resource to support RRC_INACTIVE positioning should be discussed in Positioning agenda item, there’s no need to wait for the conclusion of SDT.
Conclusion
In this response paper, we clarified our views which are different from other companies, and blow are observations and proposals.
Proposal 1, RAN3 confirms that if the UL Positioning is required to be supported when UE is in RRC_INACTIVE state, the serving gNB should reserve the configured UL PRS (e.g. SRS) resources.
Observation 1, reservation of SRS resources to support UL Positioning is different from retain the UE context for data transmission in SDT.
Proposal 2, RAN3 agrees that reservation of SRS resource to support RRC_INACTIVE positioning should be discussed in Positioning agenda item, there’s no need to wait for the conclusion of SDT.
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