
3GPP TSG-RAN WG3 #113-e

















R3-214501
16-26 Aug 2021

Online
	CR-Form-v12.0

	CHANGE REQUEST

	

	
	38.473
	CR
	0795
	rev
	2
	Current version:
	16.6.0
	

	

	For HELP on using this form: comprehensive instructions can be found at 
http://www.3gpp.org/Change-Requests.

	


	Proposed change affects:
	UICC apps
	
	ME
	
	Radio Access Network
	X
	Core Network
	


	

	Title:

	 BLCR to TS 38.473 for Conditional PScell Change/Addition

	
	

	Source to WG:
	 CATT

	Source to TSG:
	 R3

	
	

	Work item code:
	LTE_NR_DC_enh2-Core
	
	Date:
	2021.08.27

	
	
	
	
	

	Category:
	 B
	
	Release:
	Rel-17

	
	Use one of the following categories:
F  (correction)
A  (mirror corresponding to a change in an earlier release)
B  (addition of feature), 
C  (functional modification of feature)
D  (editorial modification)

Detailed explanations of the above categories can
be found in 3GPP TR 21.900.
	Use one of the following releases:
Rel-8
(Release 8)
Rel-9
(Release 9)
Rel-10
(Release 10)
Rel-11
(Release 11)
Rel-12
(Release 12)
Rel-13
(Release 13)
Rel-14
(Release 14)
Rel-15
(Release 15)
Rel-16
(Release 16)

	
	

	Reason for change:
	Conditional PSCell Change/Addition should be supported in release 17.

	
	

	Summary of change:
	Conditional PSCell Change/Addition is introduced.
Merge agreed TP R3-214387

· Add “conditional PSCell addition” in the related procedure text 


	
	

	Consequences if not approved:
	Conditional PSCell Change/Addition is not supported in case of separation of gNB-CU-CP and gNB-CU-UP.

	
	

	Clauses affected:
	3.1, 3.2, 8.3.1~5, 8.3.8, 9.2.2

	
	

	
	Y
	N
	
	

	Other specs
	
	X
	 Other core specifications

	TS/TR ... CR ... 

	affected:
	
	X
	 Test specifications
	TS/TR ... CR ... 

	(show related CRs)
	
	X
	 O&M Specifications
	TS/TR ... CR ... 

	
	

	Other comments:
	

	
	

	This CR's revision history:
	Rev 1: addition of abbreviations for CPA
Rev 2: Merge the TP R3-214387 agreed in RAN3#113e meeting



--------------------------------Start of the First Change-----------------------------
3
Definitions and abbreviations

3.1
Definitions

elementary procedure: F1AP consists of Elementary Procedures (EPs). An Elementary Procedure is a unit of interaction between gNB-CU and gNB-DU. These Elementary Procedures are defined separately and are intended to be used to build up complete sequences in a flexible manner. If the independence between some EPs is restricted, it is described under the relevant EP description. Unless otherwise stated by the restrictions, the EPs may be invoked independently of each other as standalone procedures, which can be active in parallel. The usage of several F1AP EPs together is specified in stage 2 specifications (e.g., TS 38.470 [2]).

An EP consists of an initiating message and possibly a response message. Two kinds of EPs are used:

-
Class 1: Elementary Procedures with response (success and/or failure).

-
Class 2: Elementary Procedures without response.

For Class 1 EPs, the types of responses can be as follows:

Successful:

-
A signalling message explicitly indicates that the elementary procedure successfully completed with the receipt of the response.

Unsuccessful:

-
A signalling message explicitly indicates that the EP failed.

-
On time supervision expiry (i.e., absence of expected response).

Successful and Unsuccessful:

-
One signalling message reports both successful and unsuccessful outcome for the different included requests. The response message used is the one defined for successful outcome.

Class 2 EPs are considered always successful.
BH RLC channel: as defined in TS 38.300 [6].
Conditional handover: as defined in TS 38.300 [6].
Conditional PSCell Change: as defined in TS 37.340 [7]. 
Conditional PSCell Addition: as defined in TS 37.340 [7].
DAPS Handover: as defined in TS 38.300 [6].
EN-DC operation: Used in this specification when the F1AP is applied for gNB-CU and gNB-DU in E-UTRAN.

gNB: as defined in TS 38.300 [6].

gNB-CU: as defined in TS 38.401 [4].

gNB-CU UE F1AP ID: as defined in TS 38.401 [4].

gNB-DU: as defined in TS 38.401 [4].

gNB-DU UE F1AP ID: as defined in TS 38.401 [4].

en-gNB: as defined in TS 37.340 [7].

IAB-MT: as defined in TS 38.300 [6].
IAB-DU: as defined in TS 38.300 [6].
IAB-node: as defined in TS 38.300 [6].

IAB-donor: as defined in TS 38.300 [6].

IAB-donor-CU: as defined in TS 38.401 [4].
IAB-donor-DU: as defined in TS 38.401 [4].
Public network integrated NPN: as defined in TS 23.501 [21].
Stand-alone Non-Public Network: as defined in TS 23.501 [21].
UE-associated signalling: When F1AP messages associated to one UE uses the UE-associated logical F1-connection for association of the message to the UE in gNB-DU and gNB-CU.

UE-associated logical F1-connection: The UE-associated logical F1-connection uses the identities GNB-CU UE F1AP ID and GNB-DU UE F1AP ID according to the definition in TS 38.401 [4]. For a received UE associated F1AP message the gNB-CU identifies the associated UE based on the GNB-CU UE F1AP ID IE and the gNB-DU identifies the associated UE based on the GNB-DU UE F1AP ID IE. The UE-associated logical F1-connection may exist before the F1 UE context is setup in gNB-DU.

3.2
Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. 
An abbreviation defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same abbreviation, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].

5GC
5G Core Network

5QI
5G QoS Identifier

AMF
Access and Mobility Management Function
ARP
Antenna Reference Point
ARPI
Additional RRM Policy Index
BH
Backhaul
CAG
Closed Access Group
CN
Core Network

CG
Cell Group

CGI
Cell Global Identifier 
CHO
Conditional Handover
CP
Control Plane 
CPA
Conditional PSCell Addition
CPC
Conditional PSCell Change
DAPS
Dual Active Protocol Stack
DL
Downlink 
DL-PRS
Downlink Positioning Reference Signal
EN-DC
E-UTRA-NR Dual Connectivity

EPC
Evolved Packet Core
IAB
Integrated Access and Backhaul
IMEISV
International Mobile station Equipment Identity and Software Version number

LMF
Location Management Function

NID
Network Identifier

NPN
Non-Public Network

NSSAI
Network Slice Selection Assistance Information
posSIB
Positioning SIB
PNI-NPN
Public Network Integrated NPN
RANAC
RAN Area Code

RIM
Remote Interference Management

RIM-RS
RIM Reference Signal
RRC
Radio Resource Control
RSRP
Reference Signal Received Power
SNPN
Stand-alone Non-Public Network

S-NSSAI
Single Network Slice Selection Assistance Information

SUL
Supplementary Uplink

TAC
Tracking Area Code

TAI
Tracking Area Identity
TRP
Transmission-Reception Point
UL-AoA
Uplink Angle of Arrival 

UL-RTOA
Uplink Relative Time of Arrival

UL-SRS
Uplink Sounding Reference Signal

Z-AoA
Zenith Angles of Arrival
-------------------------------- Ommitted for unchanged -----------------------------
8.3.1
UE Context Setup 

8.3.1.1
General
The purpose of the UE Context Setup procedure is to establish the UE Context including, among others, SRB,DRB, BH RLC channel, and SL DRB configuration. The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.

8.3.1.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.3.1.2-1: UE Context Setup Request procedure: Successful Operation

The gNB-CU initiates the procedure by sending UE CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message to the gNB-DU. If the gNB-DU succeeds to establish the UE context, it replies to the gNB-CU with UE CONTEXT SETUP RESPONSE. If no UE-associated logical F1-connection exists, the UE-associated logical F1-connection shall be established as part of the procedure. 

--------------------------------Ommitted for unchanged-----------------------------
If the Conditional Inter-DU Mobility Information IE is included in the UE CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the gNB-DU shall consider that the request concerns a conditional handover or conditional PSCell addition or conditional PSCell change for the included SpCell ID IE and shall include it as the Requested Target Cell ID IE in the UE CONTEXT SETUP RESPONSE message. The gNB-DU shall regard it as a reconfiguration with sync as defined in TS 38.331 [8].

If the Target gNB-DU UE F1AP ID IE is contained in the Conditional Inter-DU Mobility Information IE included in the UE CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, then the gNB-DU shall replace the existing prepared conditional handover or conditional PSCell addition or conditional PSCell change identified by the Target gNB-DU UE F1AP ID IE and the SpCell ID IE.

If the Serving NID IE is contained in the UE CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the gNB-DU shall combine the Serving NID IE with the Serving PLMN IE to identify the serving NPN, and may take it into account for UE context establishment.
If the Estimated Arrival Probability IE is contained in the Conditional Inter-DU Mobility Information IE included in the UE CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, then the gNB-DU may use the information to allocate necessary resources for the UE.

--------------------------------Ommitted for unchanged-----------------------------
8.3.2
UE Context Release Request (gNB-DU initiated)

8.3.2.1
General

The purpose of the UE Context Release Request procedure is to enable the gNB-DU to request the gNB-CU to release the UE-associated logical F1-connection or candidate cells in conditional handover or conditional PSCell addition or conditional PSCell change. The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.

8.3.2.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.3.2.2-1: UE Context Release (gNB-DU initiated) procedure. Successful operation
The gNB-DU controlling a UE-associated logical F1-connection initiates the procedure by generating a UE CONTEXT RELEASE REQUEST message towards the affected gNB-CU node. 

The UE CONTEXT RELEASE REQUEST message shall indicate the appropriate cause value. 

If the Candidate Cells To Be Cancelled List IE is included in the UE CONTEXT RELEASE REQUEST message, the gNB-CU shall consider that the only the resources reserved for the candidate cells identified by the included NR CGIs and associated to the UE-associated signaling identified by the gNB-CU UE F1AP ID IE and the gNB-DU UE F1AP ID IE are about to be released by the gNB-DU.
Interactions with UE Context Release procedure:
The UE Context Release procedure may be initiated upon reception of a UE CONTEXT RELEASE REQUEST message. 

Interactions with UE Context Setup procedure:

The UE Context Release Request procedure may be performed before the UE Context Setup procedure to request the release of an existing UE-associated logical F1-connection and related resources in the gNB-DU.
8.3.2.3
Abnormal Conditions

If one or more candidate cells in the Candidate Cells To Be Cancelled List IE included in the UE CONTEXT RELEASE REQUEST message were not prepared using the same UE-associated signaling connection, the gNB-CU shall ignore those non-associated candidate cells.

8.3.3
UE Context Release (gNB-CU initiated)

8.3.3.1
General

The purpose of the UE Context Release procedure is to enable the gNB-CU to order the release of the UE-associated logical connection or candidate cells in conditional handover or conditional PSCell addition or conditional PSCell change. The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.
8.3.3.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.3.3.2-1: UE Context Release (gNB-CU initiated) procedure. Successful operation
The gNB-CU initiates the procedure by sending the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND message to the gNB-DU. 

Upon reception of the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND message, the gNB-DU shall release all related signalling and user data transport resources and reply with the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMPLETE message.

If the old gNB-DU UE F1AP ID IE is included in the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND message, the gNB-DU shall additionally release the UE context associated with the old gNB-DU UE F1AP ID.

If the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND message contains the RRC-Container IE, the gNB-DU shall send the RRC container to the UE via the SRB indicated by the SRB ID IE.

If the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND message includes the Execute Duplication IE, the gNB-DU shall perform CA based duplication, if configured, for the SRB for the included RRC-Container IE. 

If the Candidate Cells To Be Cancelled List IE is included in the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND message, the gNB-DU shall consider that the gNB-CU is cancelling only the conditional handover or conditional PSCell addition or conditional PSCell change associated to the cells identified by the included NR CGIs and associated to the UE-associated signaling identified by the gNB-CU UE F1AP ID IE and the gNB-DU UE F1AP ID IE.
Interactions with UE Context Setup procedure:

The UE Context Release procedure may be performed before the UE Context Setup procedure to release an existing UE-associated logical F1-connection and related resources in the gNB-DU, e.g. when gNB-CU rejects UE access it shall trigger UE Context Release procedure with the cause value of UE rejection.

8.3.3.4
Abnormal Conditions

If one or more candidate cells in the Candidate Cells To Be Cancelled List IE included in the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND message were not prepared using the same UE-associated signalling connection, the gNB-DU shall ignore those non-associated candidate cells.

--------------------------------Ommitted for unchanged-----------------------------
8.3.4
UE Context Modification (gNB-CU initiated)
8.3.4.1
General
The purpose of the UE Context Modification procedure is to modify the established UE Context, e.g., establishing, modifying and releasing radio resources or sidelink resources. This procedure is also used to command the gNB-DU to stop data transmission for the UE for mobility (see TS 38.401 [4]). The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.

8.3.4.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.3.4.2-1: UE Context Modification procedure. Successful operation

The UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message is initiated by the gNB-CU.

--------------------------------Ommitted for unchanged-----------------------------
If the Conditional Intra-DU Mobility Information IE is included in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message and the CHO Trigger is set to "CHO-initiation", the gNB-DU shall consider that the request concerns a conditional handover or conditional PSCell addition or conditional PSCell change for the included SpCell ID IE and shall include it as the Requested Target Cell ID IE in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION RESPONSE message. The gNB-DU shall regard it as a reconfiguration with sync as defined in TS 38.331 [8].

If the Conditional Intra-DU Mobility Information IE is included in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message and the CHO Trigger is set to "CHO-replace", the gNB-DU shall replace the existing prepared conditional mobility identified by the gNB-DU UE F1AP ID IE and the SpCell ID IE.

If the Conditional Intra-DU Mobility Information IE is included in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message and the CHO Trigger is set to "CHO-cancel", the gNB-DU shall consider that the gNB-CU is about to remove any reference to, and release any resources previously reserved for the candidate cells associated to the UE-associated signalling identified by the gNB-CU UE F1AP ID IE and the gNB-DU UE F1AP ID IE. If the Candidate Cells To Be Cancelled List IE is also included in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message, the gNB-DU shall consider that only the resources reserved for the cells identified by the included NR CGIs are about to be released by the gNB-CU.

If the Transmission Stop Indicator IE is included within the DRB to Be Modified Item IE in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message and set to “true”, the gNB-DU shall, if supported, stop the data transmission for the DRB. It is up to gNB-DU implementation when to stop the UE scheduling for that DRB.

If the SCG Indicator IE is contained in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message and it is set to “released”, the gNB-DU shall, if supported, deduce that an SCG is removed.

If the Estimated Arrival Probability IE is contained in the Conditional Inter-DU Mobility Information IE included in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message, then the gNB-DU may use the information to allocate necessary resources for the UE.

--------------------------------Ommitted for unchanged-----------------------------
8.3.5
UE Context Modification Required (gNB-DU initiated)
8.3.5.1
General
The purpose of the UE Context Modification Required procedure is to modify the established UE Context, e.g., modifying and releasing radio bearer resources, or sidelink radio bearer resources or candidate cells in conditional handover or conditional PSCell addition or conditional PSCell change. The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.

8.3.5.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.3.5.2-1: UE Context Modification Required procedure. Successful operation

The F1AP UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUIRED message is initiated by the gNB-DU.

The gNB-CU reports the successful update of the UE context in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION CONFIRM message. 

--------------------------------Ommitted for unchanged-----------------------------
8.3.8
Access Success

8.3.8.1
General

The purpose of the Access Success procedure is to enable the gNB-DU to inform the gNB-CU of which cell the UE has successfully accessed during conditional handover or conditional PSCell addition or conditional PSCell change. The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.

8.3.8.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.3.8.2-1: Access Success procedure. Successful operation. 

The gNB-DU initiates the procedure by sending a ACCESS SUCCESS message. 

Upon reception of the ACCESS SUCCESS message, the gNB-CU shall consider that the UE successfully accessed the cell indicated by the included NR CGI IE in this gNB-DU and consider all the other CHO preparations or conditional PSCell addition or conditional PSCell change preparations accepted for this UE under the same UE-associated signaling connection in this gNB-DU as cancelled.

Interaction with other procedure:

The gNB-CU may initiate UE Context Release procedure toward the other signalling connections or other candidate gNB-DUs for this UE, if any.

8.3.8.3
Abnormal Conditions

If the ACCESS SUCCESS message refers to a context that does not exist, the gNB-CU shall ignore the message.

--------------------------------Ommitted for unchanged-----------------------------
9.2.2
UE Context Management messages

--------------------------------Ommitted for unchanged-----------------------------
9.2.2.4
UE CONTEXT RELEASE REQUEST

This message is sent by the gNB-DU to request the gNB-CU to release the UE-associated logical F1 connection or candidate cells in conditional handover or conditional PSCell addition or conditional PSCell change.
Direction: gNB-DU ( gNB-CU

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.3.1.1
	
	YES
	ignore

	gNB-CU UE F1AP ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.4
	
	YES
	reject

	gNB-DU UE F1AP ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.5
	
	YES
	reject

	Cause
	M
	
	9.3.1.2
	
	YES
	ignore

	Candidate Cells To Be Cancelled List
	
	0 .. <maxnoofCellsinCHO>
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>Target Cell ID
	M
	
	NR CGI

9.3.1.12
	
	-
	-


	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxnoofCellsinCHO
	Maximum no. cells that can be prepared for a conditional mobility. Value is 8.


9.2.2.5
UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND

This message is sent by the gNB-CU to request the gNB-DU to release the UE-associated logical F1 connection or candidate cells in conditional handover or conditional PSCell addition or conditional PSCell change.
Direction: gNB-CU ( gNB-DU

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.3.1.1
	
	YES
	reject

	gNB-CU UE F1AP ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.4
	
	YES
	reject

	gNB-DU UE F1AP ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.5
	
	YES
	reject

	Cause
	M
	
	9.3.1.2
	
	YES
	ignore

	RRC-Container
	O
	
	9.3.1.6
	Includes the DL-DCCH-Message IE as defined in subclause 6.2 of TS 38.331 [8] encapsulated in a PDCP PDU, or the DL-CCCH-Message IE as defined in subclause 6.2 of TS 38.331 [8].
	YES
	ignore

	SRB ID
	C- ifRRCContainer
	
	9.3.1.7
	The gNB-DU sends the RRC message on the indicated SRB.
	YES
	ignore

	old gNB-DU UE F1AP ID
	O
	
	9.3.1.5
	Include it if RRCReestablishmentRequest is not accepted
	YES
	ignore

	Execute Duplication
	O
	
	ENUMERATED (true, ...)
	This IE may be sent only if duplication has been configured for the UE. 
	YES
	ignore

	RRC Delivery Status Request
	O
	
	ENUMERATED (true, …)
	Indicates whether RRC DELIVERY REPORT procedure is requested for the RRC message.
	YES
	ignore

	Candidate Cells To Be Cancelled List
	
	0 .. <maxnoofCellsinCHO>
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>Target Cell ID
	M
	
	NR CGI

9.3.1.12
	
	-
	-


	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxnoofCellsinCHO
	Maximum no. cells that can be prepared for a conditional mobility. Value is 8.


	Condition
	Explanation

	ifRRCContainer
	This IE shall be present if the RRC container IE is present.


9.2.2.6
UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMPLETE

This message is sent by the gNB-DU to confirm the release of the UE-associated logical F1 connection or candidate cells in conditional handover or conditional PSCell addition or conditional PSCell change.
Direction: gNB-DU ( gNB-CU

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.3.1.1
	
	YES
	reject

	gNB-CU UE F1AP ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.4
	
	YES
	reject

	gNB-DU UE F1AP ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.5
	
	YES
	reject

	Criticality Diagnostics
	O
	
	9.3.1.3
	
	YES
	ignore


--------------------------------Ommitted for unchanged-----------------------------
9.2.2.14
ACCESS SUCCESS

This message is sent by the gNB-DU to inform the gNB-CU of which cell the UE has successfully accessed during conditional handover or conditional PSCell addition or conditional PSCell change.

Direction: gNB-DU ( gNB-CU
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.3.1.1
	
	YES
	ignore

	gNB-CU UE F1AP ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.4
	
	YES
	reject

	gNB-DU UE F1AP ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.5
	
	YES
	reject

	NR CGI
	M
	
	9.3.1.12
	
	YES
	reject


--------------------------------End of the Changes-----------------------------
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