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1
Introduction

For MR-DC, different bearer types are supported including:
-
MN terminated MCG bearer;

-
MN terminated SCG bearer;

-
MN terminated split bearer.

-
SN terminated MCG bearer;

-
SN terminated SCG bearer;

-
SN terminated split bearer.

In EN-DC, all the bearer type is determined by MN and in MR-DC with 5GC, it is agreed that the node hosting the SDAP entity will determine the bearer type for the QoS flows.

In this contribution, we would like to clarify the remaining issues of the way to perform bearer type change.
2
Discussion 
In TS 37.340, it is specified that for termination point change cases, the bearer type change can be performed by adding the new bearer configuration and releasing the old bearer configuration.

	The MN uses the procedure to initiate configuration changes of the SCG within the same SN, e.g. the addition, modification or release of SCG bearer(s) and the SCG RLC bearer of split bearer(s), as well as configuration changes for SN terminated MCG bearers. Bearer termination point change is realized by adding the new bearer configuration and releasing the old bearer configuration within a single MN initiated SN Modification procedure for the respective E-RAB. The MN uses this procedure to perform handover within the same MN while keeping the SN. The MN also uses the procedure to query the current SCG configuration, e.g. when delta configuration is applied in a MN initiated SN change. The MN also uses the procedure to provide the S-RLF related information to the SN. The MN may not use the procedure to initiate the addition, modification or release of SCG SCells. The SN may reject the request, except if it concerns the release of SN terminated bearer(s) or the SCG RLC bearer of MN terminated bearer(s), or if it is used to perform handover within the same MN while keeping the SN. Figure 10.3.1-1 shows an example signalling flow for a MN initiated SN Modification procedure.


Such description may introduce misinterpretation that the bearer type change without bearer termination point change can be performed via other way, e.g., via changing the EN-DC Resource Configuration IE. In fact, during the previous discussion, it seems a common understanding that the bearer type change, no matter the termination point changes or not, it should be performed by adding and releasing the E-RAB in a single MN initiated SN modification message.
Also, it also applies to the bearer type change for the MN terminated bearer in MR-DC with 5GC.

Proposal 1: RAN3 confirms the bearer type change without bearer termination point change is realized by adding the new bearer configuration and releasing the old bearer configuration within a single MN initiated SN Modification procedure.

In addition, as mentioned above, the SN is allowed to determine the bearer type of the SN terminated bearer. Then when SN decides to change the bearer type, i.e., MCG bearer, SCG bearer, or split bearer, it should add the new bearer configuration and release the old bearer configuration in a single SN modification required message.

Proposal 2: RAN3 confirms the SN performs bearer type change without termination point change for the SN terminated bearer by adding the new bearer configuration and releasing the old bearer configuration within a single SN modification required message.
3
Conclusion

In this contribution, the way to perform bearer type change was discussed, and the following proposals are provided.
Proposal 1: RAN3 confirms the bearer type change without bearer termination point change is realized by adding the new bearer configuration and releasing the old bearer configuration within a single MN initiated SN Modification procedure.

Proposal 2: RAN3 confirms the SN performs bearer type change without termination point change for the SN terminated bearer by adding the new bearer configuration and releasing the old bearer configuration within a single SN modification required message.
The corresponding CR to TS 37.340 is in [1].
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