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1   Description and proposal
In the options of the feature “MR DC with 5GC “ the gNB and the ng-eNB can act as MN or SN. However, TS 37.340 in section 4.1 only describes the connectivity of the MN and does not clearly describe the connectivity of the SN. 
It could therefore be questioned whether an NG-RAN node acting always only as SN (in NSA operation mode) needs to connect to 5GC or not. The question is all the more valid that section 4.1 does not explicitly mention such connection.
Our understanding is that an NG-RAN node acting as SN shall always connect at least to the NG-C interface even if it always acts as SN for the following reasons:
· SN or MN are only “roles” upon which an NG-RAN node acts. This doesn’t change the nature of the logical NG-RAN node. By definition a logical NG-RAN node shall at least connect to 5GC interface via NG-C interface.  

· ANR operation using TNL discovery should be seamless for the operator. In contrast to EN DC such operation shall happen through the AMF with no difference with regards to SA or NSA operation. It is thus not foreseen to carry the EN DC legacy baggage of discovery solutions specified for nodes working only as S-engNB over to the “MR DC with 5GC” feature.
In contrast, for NG-U interface it seems possible that in options 7 and 4 the NG-RAN node acting as SN-only may not need the NG-U interface.

We propose to clarify the above aspects in the general section 4.1 of TS 37.340.
Proposal: agree the CR in [3] to clarify the NG connectivity in MR-DC with 5GC operation.
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