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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 has discussed the co-existing and interoperability issues between Rel-15 existing indirect DF and Rel-16 pursuing direct DF mechanisms between 4G and 5G.

In 5G intra-system NG based HO case, the source NG-RAN node proposes between direct and indirect DF, and 5GC normally follows the “Direct Forwarding Path Availability” explicit indication from the source NG-RAN node, i.e. applying direct DF. The target NG-RAN node needs not know whether the allocated DF TNL resources shall be used for direct or indirect DF purpose.

In 4G/5G inter-system HO case, RAN3 assumes that it is still the source RAN node to propose between direct and indirect DF, and EPS/5GC shall always follow the proposal of “Direct Forwarding Path Availability” indication from the source RAN node, in the same way as in intra-system NG based HO case. EPS/5GC does not take the final decision between direct and indirect DF choices, but for 4G->5G, 5GC needs to indicate target NG-RAN node which DF option is preferred by source RAN node. Hence the target NG-RAN node can know whether the allocated DF TNL resources shall be used for direct or indirect DF purpose.

Furthermore, RAN3 assumes that the source RAN node can get to know the existence of “Direct Data Forwarding Path” with target RAN nodes via OAM provision.
2. Actions:

To SA2 group
ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly asks SA2 to confirm above assumptions.

.
3. Date of Next RAN3 Meetings:
TSG-RAN3 Meeting#104

13th – 17th May 2019
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