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1	Introduction
 
The following contribution is to describe the issue of importing PC5 related info/IEs within the RRC module an provide general guidelines on how those should be used.
[bookmark: _Ref178064866]2	Discussion
According to the v17.0.0 of TS 38.331 the following imports had to be created in order for the ASN.1 to compile and pass the syntax check.
-- ASN1START
-- TAG-NR-RRC-DEFINITIONS-START

NR-RRC-Definitions DEFINITIONS AUTOMATIC TAGS ::=

BEGIN
[bookmark: _Hlk99920787]
IMPORTS
    BandCombinationParametersSidelinkNR-r16
FROM PC5-RRC-Definitions;

-- Editor’s Note: TBD during ASN.1 review whether/how to avoid IMPORTS to NR-RRC-Definitions

-- TAG-NR-RRC-DEFINITIONS-STOP
-- ASN1STOP

The reason on why this was necessary it was because BandCombinationParametersSidelinkNR-r16 is defined in the PC5 module and cannot be used in the RRC module unless imported. While this may sound a trivial change, there are some issues/concerns that this change brings with it. 
BandCombinationParametersSidelinkNR-r16 is defined in the PC5 module and cannot be used in the RRC module unless imported.
The first issues is that, so far, all the IEs that are used within the RRC module do not need any import since are defined within the RRC module itself. Since this principle it what has been followed since Rel-16, when sidelink was specified for NR, it would be good to stick to this principle and avoid importing in the RRC module other IEs declared in other modules. This principle should preferably remain and “hierarchy” between modules should be kept.
So far, all the IEs that are used within the RRC module do not need any import since are defined within the RRC module itself.
A further concern is that an implementation that do not support sidelink, it needs anyway to load the PC5 module and thus having an unnecessary memory overhead. Also, 
In order to solve this issue, a straightforward solution would be to define the fields BandCombinationListSL-NonRelayDiscovery-r17 and BandCombinationListSL-RelayDiscovery-r17 as OCTET STING so that the import from the PC4 module is avoided.
The fields BandCombinationListSL-NonRelayDiscovery-r17 and BandCombinationListSL-RelayDiscovery-r17 are defined as OCTET STRING and the imports of BandCombinationParametersSidelinkNR-r16 from the RRC module is deleted.
Also, these NR sidelink band combinations are included within the RF-Parameters and a UE may report them even if the network do not ask explicitly for them. This will also create an unnecessary processing burden at the network that need to process information in which is not interested in.
A UE may report NR sidelink band combinations fields to a network, even if the network is not interested in those. This create an unnecessary processing burden at the network for something in which is not interested in.
In order to avoid this, it would be good to introduce a filter in the capability enquiry so that a UE include the NR sidelink band combinations fields only if the network ask for them. This may reduce the capability size and also easy the processing of such capabilities at the network side.
A new filter for sidelink is introduced in the capability enquiry so the UE reports the sidelink related band combinations only if the network asks for them.
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According to Section 2, the following observations are made:
1. BandCombinationParametersSidelinkNR-r16 is defined in the PC5 module and cannot be used in the RRC module unless imported.
So far, all the IEs that are used within the RRC module do not need any import since are defined within the RRC module itself.
A UE may report NR sidelink band combinations fields to a network, even if the network is not interested in those. This create an unnecessary processing burden at the network for something in which is not interested in.
Also, the following proposals are formulated:
1. The fields BandCombinationListSL-NonRelayDiscovery-r17 and BandCombinationListSL-RelayDiscovery-r17 are defined as OCTET STRING and the imports of BandCombinationParametersSidelinkNR-r16 from the RRC module is deleted.
A new filter for sidelink is introduced in the capability enquiry so the UE reports the sidelink related band combinations only if the network asks for them.
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