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1. Proposal
Based on the agreements made during the SCE study, the following conclusions are proposed to capture in TR 36.842.
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Conclusions
During the study on Small Cell Enhancements from higher layer aspects, the following design goals were taken into account based on the challenges identified for the small cell deployments:
-
Mobility robustness

-
Signalling load reduction

-
Per-user throughput enhancements
To address these design goals, a conceptual idea of dual connectivity was extensively discussed to utilise radio resources provided by at least two eNBs. In the form of dual connectivity, the technology potential of inter-node radio resource aggregation for Scenario #2 (different carrier frequencies between macro and small cells) was justified to investigate protocol architectures. To realise dual connectivity in terms of protocol architectures, control plane architecture alternative C1 described in subclause 8.1.3.1 was selected as baseline. With regards to user plane architecture, alternative 1A and 3C were progressed to support U-plane data split options of Option 1 and 3 described in subclause 8.1.1. Details of C/U-plane features and the impact on the E-UTRAN architecture were also studied. The current E-UTRAN architecture was selected as baseline, i.e., no new logical nodes and no new E-UTRAN interfaces are necessary to support dual connectivity. As a result, the Small Cell Enhancement study item can be closed. In the context of dual connectivity, a work item to specify inter-node radio resource aggregation based on the study outcomes for Scenario #2 can be approved.
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