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Introduction
During the last RAN2 #83bis meeting, whether the parallel random access (RA) procedure is supported in SCE was discussed [1], but no conclusion was reached. In that meeting, we proposed not to support parallel RA procedure as in CA, while some companies proposed to support parallel RA procedure in SCE. 
In this contribution, we address what should be resolved in order to support the parallel RA procedure in SCE.
Discussion
When there are multiple serving cells configured for a UE, multiple RA procedures may be performed at the same time. 
In CA, only one RA procedure is allowed at any point in time, and the UE can choose one of them by UE implementation. It is because there is no specific rule defined in RAN1 how to handle the transmission power for simultaneous RA preamble transmission, in which case parallel RA procedure may cause excessive power consumption beyond the UE’s maximum transmission power. 
In SCE, we think the situation is quite similar. The UE is still limited in the transmission power and RAN1 has not provided a specific rule for simultaneous transmission of RA preamble yet. 
During the last meeting, some companies argued that the UE can handle the power-limiting problem by transmitting the RA preambles in different subframes, and thus the parallel RA procedure can be easily supported in SCE. However, in the current specification, it is only stated that
The Random Access Resource selection procedure shall be performed as follows:
· determine the next available subframe containing PRACH permitted by the restrictions given by the prach-ConfigIndex, the PRACH Mask Index (see subclause 7.3) and physical layer timing requirements [2]  (a UE may take into account the possible occurrence of measurement gaps when determining the next available PRACH subframe);
Accordingly, in case when the RA preambles are to be transmitted in the same subframe, the UE needs a special rule to delay one of the RA preamble transmissions. 
Alternatively, in order to avoid the simultaneous transmission of RA preambles, the eNBs need to negotiate and configure the RACH resource in a way that RACH resources are not overlapped in the same subframe. 
However, this would restrict the network flexibility of RACH resource configuration. In addition, as there can be multiple UEs connected to each eNB, coordination of RACH resource might be complex and hardly achieved.
[bookmark: _Ref370738234][bookmark: _Ref371005471]Confirm that, in order to support parallel RA procedure, a new UE behavior should be defined or eNBs should negotiate the RACH resource allocation.
Conclusions
In this contribution, we have looked into parallel RA procedure in SCE and we propose as follow:
Proposal 1	Confirm that, in order to support parallel RA procedure, a new UE behavior should be defined or eNBs should negotiate the RACH resource allocation.
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