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1 Introduction

RAN2 agreed in RAN2#75 that open-loop UL transmit diversity could be early implementable. However, the details of how the “early implementability” could be introduced, are still under discussion. 

2 Discussion
It has been proposed to introduce the feature in Release 8 specifications using non-critical extensions. While this is one possible solution, we think that “early implementability” does not mean to “bring” a feature to an already closed release. “Early implementability” should be understood as the possibility for the UE to support a feature included in a release which does not (potentially) correspond to the release indicated by the AS release indicator. This means that the feature itself should be specified in Release 11 and any possible signalling or capability bits should be introduced within the Release 11 ASN.1. 

Therefore, a Release 8 UE supporting open-loop transmit diversity should implement Release-11 ASN.1.
RAN2 agreed:

=>
We allow UEs indicating AS Release Indicator <11 to support OLTD

The RAN2 agreement can be implemented in such way that the UE could indicate the “authentic” release in AS release indicator and then use the REL-11 ASN.1 to indicate the capability for open-loop TX diversity to network and receive the IEs required for open-loop from network via REL-11 branch. 

Few evident advantages with this approach:

1. Network implementation and testing cost is less. Since the network needs to implement and test only the REL-11 branch while introducing open-loop TX diversity feature.

2. Avoid the maintenance of earlier release specifications. 

Proposal 1 Open-loop transmit diversity signaling should be specified in Release 11.

3 Conclusion

We kindly ask RAN2 to discuss and agree on the following proposals:
Proposal 1
Open-loop transmit diversity signaling should be specified in Release 11.
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