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1. Discussion
Essentially CRs of a given release n can be categorized into two groups: 

Group 1:
CRs corresponding to adding a feature of a release n. Such example in release 9 would be MBMS and positioning.

Group 2:
CRs correcting functional errors of a previous release, however given the late discovery and inessential nature of the errors, have not been corrected until a later Release  Such example is CR discussed in [1]

On the other hand, whether a CR belongs to group 1 or group 2 is not necessarily clear from the CR cover sheet itself. Furthermore Group 2 CR may give the impression that previous release shall be implemented in the opposite way from what is proposed in group 2 CRs.

A similar discussion was also held from release 99/4 to release 5 in [2]. After intensive discussion at RAN plenary it was agreed to add following sentence for group 2 type CRs in the cover sheet [3].
(Excerpt from [3]): 
The following statement would be added to the CRs that implement corrections that would have been introduced in a previous Release if discovered on time:

"Implementation of this CR by a Release XX UE will not cause compatibility issues."

We think that similar handling should be also carried out for release 9 CRs which qualify for group 2 CRs.

Proposal: It’s proposed to add following statement in the cover sheet of Rel-9 CRs that implement corrections that would have been introduced in Rel-8 if discovered on time: 
“Implementation of this CR by Release 8 UE will not cause compatibility issues” 
In last RAN plenary, the release version handling of early implementation options of inter-RAT mobility were discussed [4] [5] [6] [7]. We understand the handling of the future release (release 9 and later) needs further discussed. This group 2 handling may also require specific handling on future releases but we expect this would be area on RAN plenary discussion. At least, RAN2 should clarify that the CR is group 1 or group 2 as the submission to RAN plenary.
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