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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thank RAN2 for being copied in the reply LS on PCI clarification. RAN2 indicates in the LS that the PCI confusion could only occur due to deployment of HeNB-s.

While RAN3 discussed PCI allocation principles, it was highlighted that even without deployment of HeNBs there could be multiple small cells in the coverage area of a large cell, e.g. small cells are used for hot spot coverage. In this scenario, more than one small cell in the coverage area of the large cell may have the same PCI. This situation may be temporary (during the PCI co-ordination phase) or permanent in the network, and RAN3 considers this as a matter of network design. 

2. Actions:

RAN3 requests RAN2 to take account of the fact that PCI confusion is possible in a network even without the presence of HeNBs.
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