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1. Introduction

Although RAN4 are still discussing the handling of the parameter “sameRefSignalsInNeighCells” in SIB3, the impending ASN.1 freeze means that any signalling impact from that discussion must be handled quickly in RAN2.  This document describes the possible signalling impacts.
2. Discussion

One item under discussion in RAN4 is the potential applicability of the parameter to FDD as well as TDD.  As far as we are aware there is no clear consensus on this point; however, a change could be made after the ASN.1 freeze, since it affects only the field description table (and possibly a condition for inclusion of the field).

The more substantial question is whether a UE needs to be able to distinguish between the parameter being set to FALSE (meaning that there definitely are neighbour cells with different reference configurations) and not set at all (so that the UE is given no information).  If such a distinction is necessary, the parameter would need to be changed to OPTIONAL (along with a “TDD only” condition, assuming RAN4 do not decide that it is applicable for FDD as well).
3. Conclusion
We suggest that RAN2 coordinate (formally or not) with RAN4 to request an early resolution of this issue.  In case a change of the field to OPTIONAL is needed, a draft CR is provided for review in [1].  (Note that this CR was drafted against version 8.4.0 of TS 36.331, without the changes from the ASN.1 review, so a merge will be necessary.)
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