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1 Introduction
In the RAN 2 #125 bis meeting, RAN2 had postponed the discussion of new UE capability to indicate whether UE supports UL transmission via direct path and DL reception via either direct path or indirect path for split SRB. In this contribution, we discuss whether the new UE capability is needed.
2 Discussion
In legacy DC scenario, there is a parameter to indicate the UE capability of UL transmission via MCG path and DL reception via either MCG path or SCG path, as defined in TS 38.306:
	Excerpt from TS 38.306
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	<…unrelated content skipped…>

	splitSRB-WithOneUL-Path
Indicates whether the UE supports UL transmission via MCG path and DL reception via either MCG path or SCG path, as specified for the split SRB in TS 37.340 [7]. The UE shall not set the FDD/TDD specific fields for this capability (i.e. it shall not include this field in UE-MRDC-CapabilityAddXDD-Mode).
	UE
	No
	No
	No
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For downlink, using MCG or SCG to transmit the RRC message on the split SRB depends on gNB implementation. As for uplink, the UE can be configured to use MCG path or duplicate the transmission on both MCG and SCG, since it is not possible for the UE configured with split SRB to chose to transmit via SCG path only. The capability of splitSRB-WithOneUL-Path was introduced to indicate whether the UE supports UL transmission of split SRB via MCG only.
Observation 1: There is a parameter splitDRB-withUL-Both-MCG-SCG to indicate whether the UE supports UL transmission via MCG path and DL reception via either MCG path or SCG path for the split SRB in DC scenario. 
Similarly, in R18 L2 multi-path relay operation, some UEs may only support the duplicated split SRB by default during production and may not be equipped with the capability of transmission of split SRB via direct path only, since split SRB is introduced for reliability of SRB transmission. Therefore, gNB should know whether UE supports UL transmission of split SRB via direct path only, so as to avoid the configuration failure. In this case, the new capability is needed to indicate whether UE supports UL transmission via direct path and DL reception via either direct path or indirect path for split SRB. 
Observation 2: gNB should know whether UE supports UL transmission of split SRB via direct path only so as to avoid the configuration failure from happening.  
Based on the above analysis, we propose the following.
Proposal 1: The new capability is needed to indicate whether UE supports UL transmission via direct path and DL reception via either direct path or indirect path for split SRB.
3 Conclusion
Observation 1: There is a parameter splitDRB-withUL-Both-MCG-SCG to indicate whether the UE supports UL transmission via MCG path and DL reception via either MCG path or SCG path for the split SRB in DC scenario. 
Observation 2: gNB should know whether UE supports UL transmission of split SRB via direct path only so as to avoid the configuration failure from happening
Proposal 1: The new capability is needed to indicate whether UE supports UL transmission via direct path and DL reception via either direct path or indirect path for split SRB.
