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1	Introduction
[bookmark: _Ref178064866]In Release 18, 3GPP is introducing a new procedure for handling service link switches in quasi-Earth-fixed deployments referred to as satellite switch with re-synchronization (i.e., without PCI change) which does not require L3 mobility. The objective is to reduce signaling overhead due to the frequent satellite change in LEO/MEO NTN systems and mitigate satellite switch failure due to RACH resource congestion. Satellite switch with re-synchronization can be performed when the so-called source and target satellites operate in the same SSB frequency and utilize the same gNB (no key change). The baseline procedure was endorsed in [1] and two scenarios have been agreed so far by RAN2:
· Hard satellite switch with re-sync, wherein the network stops serving UEs via the source satellite at time indicated by t-Service and starts serving UEs via the target satellite at time indicated by t-Start. For Release 18, signaling a t-Start value which occurs after t-Service value is an unforeseen case and the UE will assume t-ServiceStart = t-Service. 
· Soft satellite switch with re-sync, wherein t-Start of target satellite is earlier than t-Service of source satellite, the exact time when the UE starts synchronizing with target satellite (between t-Start and t-Service) is up to UE implementation.

For both hard and soft satellite switch with re-synchronization, a UE supporting Timing Advance (TA) reporting may trigger TAR and TAR-SR based on gNB configuration (as in legacy) after switched to the target satellite.
This contribution addresses one remaining issue on switch procedure for satellite switch with re-sync. 
[bookmark: _Ref154582601]2	Discussion
Compared to hard satellite switch with re-sync, it is expected that soft satellite switch with re-sync can bring shorter interruption time and signaling congestion. The first benefit is achieved with a short overlap period when both the source satellite and the target satellites are providing service over the same area to achieve a smooth UE transition. The second benefit is given since the switch execution time for UEs is distributed over the overlap period. However, in the current procedure, RAN2 agreed that the choice of the switch time within the overlap period is left to UE implementation, thus the network does not know when a certain UE will execute the switch. This uncertainty will result in inefficient network operation. For a non-negligible period of time, the gNB does not know whether it shall deliver or schedule transmissions to or from the UE via the source or the target satellite. As a result, the service interruption time may even become longer – instead of shorter – for the soft satellite switch case compared to the hard satellite switch case. This behavior defeats the original intention of the soft satellite switch (reduce interruption time) and requires RAN2 attention.

[bookmark: _Toc159242799]For the soft switch scenario, the choice of the switch time within the overlap period is left to UE implementation which is unknown to the gNB and results in prolonged service interruption.


One solution proposed in RAN2 to mitigate part of this problem is that the UE sends a TA report when the switch is completed to inform the network about the end of the procedure and the new TA value. Even though this reduces the overall uncertainty, i.e., when UE finishes with the switch, the network still does not know when UE starts the switch. During RAN4#109, an initial discussion of RAN4 requirements for the soft switch scenario has taken place without significant progress partly due to the uncertainty of the switch starting point (interruption time) which may be non-negligible for the network [2]. In addition, there are other issues associated with this solution. First, this method requires the support of TA reporting, which is an optional capability, and another method would be required for UEs without this capability. Second, it introduces additional per-UE signaling, which counteracts the original purpose of the satellite switch with re-synchronization feature, i.e., to provide a smooth procedure with lower overhead than handover. If the network would be required to use dedicated signaling to indicate the UE the time of the switch, a simpler solution is to rely on existing L3 mobility as there would not be any benefits with the satellite switch with re-sync.

[bookmark: _Toc159242800]The solution in which the UE reports TA after completing the switch is insufficient to remove the uncertainty at the network side.
[bookmark: _Toc159242801]To minimize interruption time, the time of the switch needs to be aligned without any extra per-UE signaling.

A straightforward way to resolve the uncertainty is to make the time of switch deterministic so that the network is implicitly aware without additional per-UE signaling. A possible inspiration for such mechanism is the existing functionality of paging, where the UE calculates its own paging occasions based on an identifier, and there exists a common understanding between UE and network for the specific time when these occasions occur. Therefore, a deterministic UE switch can be achieved re-using this already specified mechanism. An additional benefit is that the switch execution time for different UEs in a cell is spread out during the overlap window. This ensures a smooth transition between satellites and diminishes the chances of resource congestion.

[bookmark: _Toc159242802]For the soft switch scenario, UE derives the UE-specific switch time based on a (pre)configured rule without dedicated signaling.

Similar to what RAN2 has specified previously for paging or DRX, a simple derivation rule for the exact time of the switch is to divide the overlap period (i.e., the period between t-Start and t-Service) into 2N time slots (numbered from 0 to 2N-1). To minimize impact, the satellite switch with re-sync related information in SIB19 can be re-used to include the configurable parameter N. It is then straightforward for the UE to determine which of the 2N time slots it shall use for the switch execution based on the N least significant bits of its own C-RNTI. Like in paging, the network is aware of the rule and understands when the UE performs the switch so as to minimize interruption time and correctly schedule the UE in the corresponding satellite without exchange of dedicated signaling with the UE.

[bookmark: _Toc159242803]For the soft switch scenario, the overlap period is divided in 2N time slots, where N is informed in SIB19, and the UE-specific switch time is determined based on the N least significant bits of the UE’s C-RNTI.

This mechanism would constitute a new functionality and should be indicated to the network via a new UE capability with signaling. In this way, the network is aware of which UEs in the cell support the deterministic soft switch and can have a shorter interruption time to configure timers and scheduling appropriately.

[bookmark: _Toc159242804]Introduce a new UE capability (with signaling) to indicate the support of deterministic switch time for the soft satellite switch with re-synchronization.


3	Text Proposal
3.1	Text Proposal to TS 38.331 V18.0.0
[bookmark: _Toc156129659]5.2.2.4.21	Actions upon reception of SIB19
Upon receiving SIB19 in an NTN cell, the UE in RRC_CONNECTED shall:
1>	start or restart T430 for serving cell with the timer value set to ntn-UlSyncValidityDuration for the serving cell from the subframe indicated by epochTime for the serving cell;
1>	if SatSwitchWithReSync and t-Service are included, and the UE supports hard satellite switch with resynchronization;
2>	if t-ServiceStart is included and the UE supports soft satellite switch with resynchronization:
3>	perform the satellite switch with resynchronization as specified in 5.7.19 between the time indicated by t-ServiceStart and the time indicated by t-Service for the serving cell. If the UE supports semi-static switch time, the switch time is determined with the following formula:
	Tswitch = Tss + NID * (Ts - Tss) / 2Ns
where:
NID is the value of the switchSegment least significant bits of C-RNTI;
Ns is the value of switchSegment;
Ts is the value of t-Service;
Tss is the value of t-ServiceStart.
2>	else:
3>	perform the satellite switch with resynchronization as specified in 5.7.19 at the time indicated by t-Service for the serving cell.
NOTE:	UE should attempt to re-acquire SIB19 before the end of the duration indicated by ntn-UlSyncValidityDuration and epochTime by UE implementation.

[…]
[bookmark: _Toc156130282]–	SIB19
SIB19 contains satellite assistance information for NTN access.
SIB19 information element
-- ASN1START
-- TAG-SIB19-START

SIB19-r17 ::= SEQUENCE {
[bookmark: OLE_LINK144][bookmark: OLE_LINK143][bookmark: OLE_LINK145]    ntn-Config-r17                           NTN-Config-r17                                  OPTIONAL,       -- Need R
    t-Service-r17                            INTEGER (0..549755813887)                       OPTIONAL,       -- Need R
[bookmark: _Hlk94000021]    referenceLocation-r17                    ReferenceLocation-r17                           OPTIONAL,       -- Need R
    distanceThresh-r17                       INTEGER(0..65525)                               OPTIONAL,       -- Need R
    ntn-NeighCellConfigList-r17              NTN-NeighCellConfigList-r17                     OPTIONAL,       -- Need R
    lateNonCriticalExtension                 OCTET STRING                                    OPTIONAL,
    ...,
    [[
    ntn-NeighCellConfigListExt-v1720         NTN-NeighCellConfigList-r17                     OPTIONAL        -- Need R
    ]],
    [[
    movingReferenceLocation-r18              ReferenceLocation-r17                           OPTIONAL,       -- Need R
    satSwitchWithReSync-r18                  SatSwitchWithReSync-r18                         OPTIONAL        -- Need R
    ]]

}

NTN-NeighCellConfigList-r17 ::=          SEQUENCE (SIZE(1..maxCellNTN-r17))  OF NTN-NeighCellConfig-r17

NTN-NeighCellConfig-r17 ::=              SEQUENCE {
    ntn-Config-r17                           NTN-Config-r17                                  OPTIONAL,       -- Need R
    carrierFreq-r17                          ARFCN-ValueNR                                   OPTIONAL,       -- Need R
    physCellId-r17                           PhysCellId                                      OPTIONAL        -- Need R
}

SatSwitchWithReSync-r18 ::=              SEQUENCE {
    ntn-Config-r18                           NTN-Config-r17,
    t-ServiceStart-r18                       INTEGER (0..549755813887)                       OPTIONAL,       -- Need R
    ssb-TimeOffset-r18                       INTEGER (0..159)                                OPTIONAL,        -- Need R
    switchSegment-r18                        INTEGER (1..16)                                   OPTIONAL       -- Need R
}

-- TAG-SIB19-STOP
-- ASN1STOP

	SIB19 field descriptions

	distanceThresh
Distance from the serving cell reference location and is used in location-based measurement initiation in RRC_IDLE and RRC_INACTIVE, as defined in TS 38.304 [20]. Each step represents 50m. This field is only present in an NTN cell.

	movingReferenceLocation
Reference location of the serving cell of an NTN Earth moving system at a time reference. It is used in location-based measurement initiation in RRC_IDLE and RRC_INACTIVE, as defined in TS 38.304 [20]. The time reference of this field is indicated by epochTime in ntn-Config of the serving cell. This field is excluded when determining changes in system information, i.e., changes to movingReferenceLocation should neither result in system information change notifications nor in a modification of valueTag in SIB1. This field is only present in an NTN cell.

	ntn-Config
Provides parameters needed for the UE to access NR via NTN access such as Ephemeris data, common TA parameters, k_offset, validity duration for UL sync information and epoch. In a TN cell, this field is only present in ntn-NeighCellConfigList and ntn-NeighCellConfigListExt.

	ntn-NeighCellConfigList, ntn-NeighCellConfigListExt
Provides a list of NTN neighbour cells including their ntn-Config, carrier frequency and PhysCellId. This set includes all elements of ntn-NeighCellConfigList and all elements of ntn-NeighCellConfigListExt. If ntn-Config is absent for an entry in ntn-NeighCellConfigListExt, the ntn-Config provided in the entry at the same position in ntn-NeighCellConfigList applies. Network provides ntn-Config for the first entry of ntn-NeighCellConfigList. If the ntn-Config is absent for any other entry in ntn-NeighCellConfigList, the ntn-Config provided in the previous entry in ntn-NeighCellConfigList applies.

	referenceLocation
Reference location of the serving cell provided via NTN quasi-Earth fixed system and is used in location-based measurement initiation in RRC_IDLE and RRC_INACTIVE, as defined in TS 38.304 [20]. This field is only present in an NTN cell.

	satSwitchWithReSync
Provides parameters for the target satellite required to perform satellite switch with re-synchronization. This field is only present in an NTN cell and its presence indicates that satellite switch without PCI change is supported in the cell.

	t-Service
Indicates the time information on when a cell provided via NTN system is going to stop serving the area it is currently covering. This field applies for both service link switches in NTN quasi-Earth fixed system and feeder link switches for both NTN quasi-Earth fixed and Earth moving system. The field indicates a time in multiples of 10 ms after 00:00:00 on Gregorian calendar date 1 January, 1900 (midnight between Sunday, December 31, 1899 and Monday, January 1, 1900). The exact stop time is between the time indicated by the value of this field minus 1 and the time indicated by the value of this field. The reference point for t-Service is the uplink time synchronization reference point of the cell. This field is only present in an NTN cell.



	satSwitchWithReSync field descriptions

	ssb-TimeOffset
Indicates the time offset between the SSB from source and target satellite at the uplink time synchronization reference point. It is given in number of subframes.

	t-ServiceStart
Indicates the time information on when the target satellite is going to start serving the area currently covered by the serving satellite. The field indicates a time in multiples of 10 ms after 00:00:00 on Gregorian calendar date 1st January 1900 (midnight between Sunday, December 31, 1899, and Monday, January 1, 1900). The exact start time is between the time indicated by the value of this field minus 1 and the time indicated by the value of this field.

	switchSegment
Indicates the number of switch segments between t-ServiceStart and t-Service.



[…]
[bookmark: _Toc60777491][bookmark: _Toc156130736][bookmark: _Hlk54199415]–	UE-NR-Capability
The IE UE-NR-Capability is used to convey the NR UE Radio Access Capability Parameters, see TS 38.306 [26].
UE-NR-Capability information element
-- ASN1START
-- TAG-UE-NR-CAPABILITY-START

UE-NR-Capability ::=            SEQUENCE {
    accessStratumRelease            AccessStratumRelease,
    pdcp-Parameters                 PDCP-Parameters,
    rlc-Parameters                  RLC-Parameters                                                        OPTIONAL,
    mac-Parameters                  MAC-Parameters                                                        OPTIONAL,
    phy-Parameters                  Phy-Parameters,
    rf-Parameters                   RF-Parameters,
    measAndMobParameters            MeasAndMobParameters                                                  OPTIONAL,
    fdd-Add-UE-NR-Capabilities      UE-NR-CapabilityAddXDD-Mode                                           OPTIONAL,
    tdd-Add-UE-NR-Capabilities      UE-NR-CapabilityAddXDD-Mode                                           OPTIONAL,
    fr1-Add-UE-NR-Capabilities      UE-NR-CapabilityAddFRX-Mode                                           OPTIONAL,
    fr2-Add-UE-NR-Capabilities      UE-NR-CapabilityAddFRX-Mode                                           OPTIONAL,
    featureSets                     FeatureSets                                                           OPTIONAL,
    featureSetCombinations          SEQUENCE (SIZE (1..maxFeatureSetCombinations)) OF FeatureSetCombination         OPTIONAL,
    lateNonCriticalExtension        OCTET STRING (CONTAINING UE-NR-Capability-v15c0)                      OPTIONAL,
    nonCriticalExtension            UE-NR-Capability-v1530                                                OPTIONAL
}

-- Regular non-critical Rel-15 extensions:
UE-NR-Capability-v1530 ::=               SEQUENCE {
    fdd-Add-UE-NR-Capabilities-v1530         UE-NR-CapabilityAddXDD-Mode-v1530                            OPTIONAL,
    tdd-Add-UE-NR-Capabilities-v1530         UE-NR-CapabilityAddXDD-Mode-v1530                            OPTIONAL,
    dummy                                    ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    interRAT-Parameters                      InterRAT-Parameters                                          OPTIONAL,
    inactiveState                            ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    delayBudgetReporting                     ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    nonCriticalExtension                     UE-NR-Capability-v1540                                       OPTIONAL
}

UE-NR-Capability-v1540 ::=              SEQUENCE {
    sdap-Parameters                         SDAP-Parameters                                               OPTIONAL,
    overheatingInd                          ENUMERATED {supported}                                        OPTIONAL,
    ims-Parameters                          IMS-Parameters                                                OPTIONAL,
    fr1-Add-UE-NR-Capabilities-v1540        UE-NR-CapabilityAddFRX-Mode-v1540                             OPTIONAL,
    fr2-Add-UE-NR-Capabilities-v1540        UE-NR-CapabilityAddFRX-Mode-v1540                             OPTIONAL,
    fr1-fr2-Add-UE-NR-Capabilities          UE-NR-CapabilityAddFRX-Mode                                   OPTIONAL,
    nonCriticalExtension                    UE-NR-Capability-v1550                                        OPTIONAL
}

UE-NR-Capability-v1550 ::=               SEQUENCE {
    reducedCP-Latency                        ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    nonCriticalExtension                     UE-NR-Capability-v1560                                       OPTIONAL
}

UE-NR-Capability-v1560 ::=               SEQUENCE {
    nrdc-Parameters                         NRDC-Parameters                                               OPTIONAL,
    receivedFilters                         OCTET STRING (CONTAINING UECapabilityEnquiry-v1560-IEs)       OPTIONAL,
    nonCriticalExtension                    UE-NR-Capability-v1570                                        OPTIONAL
}

UE-NR-Capability-v1570 ::=               SEQUENCE {
    nrdc-Parameters-v1570                   NRDC-Parameters-v1570                                         OPTIONAL,
    nonCriticalExtension                    UE-NR-Capability-v1610                                        OPTIONAL
}

-- Late non-critical Rel-15 extensions:
UE-NR-Capability-v15c0 ::=               SEQUENCE {
    nrdc-Parameters-v15c0                    NRDC-Parameters-v15c0                                        OPTIONAL,
    partialFR2-FallbackRX-Req                ENUMERATED {true}                                            OPTIONAL,
    nonCriticalExtension                     UE-NR-Capability-v15g0                                       OPTIONAL
}

UE-NR-Capability-v15g0 ::=               SEQUENCE {
    rf-Parameters-v15g0                      RF-Parameters-v15g0                                          OPTIONAL,
    nonCriticalExtension                     UE-NR-Capability-v15j0                                       OPTIONAL
}

UE-NR-Capability-v15j0 ::=               SEQUENCE {
    -- Following field is only for REL-15 late non-critical extensions
    lateNonCriticalExtension                 OCTET STRING                                                 OPTIONAL,
    nonCriticalExtension                     UE-NR-Capability-v16a0                                       OPTIONAL
}

[bookmark: _Hlk54199402]-- Regular non-critical Rel-16 extensions:
UE-NR-Capability-v1610 ::=               SEQUENCE {
    inDeviceCoexInd-r16                     ENUMERATED {supported}                                        OPTIONAL,
    dl-DedicatedMessageSegmentation-r16     ENUMERATED {supported}                                        OPTIONAL,
    nrdc-Parameters-v1610                   NRDC-Parameters-v1610                                         OPTIONAL,
    powSav-Parameters-r16                   PowSav-Parameters-r16                                         OPTIONAL,
    fr1-Add-UE-NR-Capabilities-v1610        UE-NR-CapabilityAddFRX-Mode-v1610                             OPTIONAL,
    fr2-Add-UE-NR-Capabilities-v1610        UE-NR-CapabilityAddFRX-Mode-v1610                             OPTIONAL,
    bh-RLF-Indication-r16                   ENUMERATED {supported}                                        OPTIONAL,
    directSN-AdditionFirstRRC-IAB-r16       ENUMERATED {supported}                                        OPTIONAL,
    bap-Parameters-r16                      BAP-Parameters-r16                                            OPTIONAL,
    referenceTimeProvision-r16              ENUMERATED {supported}                                        OPTIONAL,
    sidelinkParameters-r16                  SidelinkParameters-r16                                        OPTIONAL,
    highSpeedParameters-r16                 HighSpeedParameters-r16                                       OPTIONAL,
    mac-Parameters-v1610                    MAC-Parameters-v1610                                          OPTIONAL,
    mcgRLF-RecoveryViaSCG-r16               ENUMERATED {supported}                                        OPTIONAL,
    resumeWithStoredMCG-SCells-r16          ENUMERATED {supported}                                        OPTIONAL,
    resumeWithStoredSCG-r16                 ENUMERATED {supported}                                        OPTIONAL,
    resumeWithSCG-Config-r16                ENUMERATED {supported}                                        OPTIONAL,
    ue-BasedPerfMeas-Parameters-r16         UE-BasedPerfMeas-Parameters-r16                               OPTIONAL,
    son-Parameters-r16                      SON-Parameters-r16                                            OPTIONAL,
    onDemandSIB-Connected-r16               ENUMERATED {supported}                                        OPTIONAL,
    nonCriticalExtension                    UE-NR-Capability-v1640                                        OPTIONAL
}

UE-NR-Capability-v1640 ::=               SEQUENCE {
    redirectAtResumeByNAS-r16               ENUMERATED {supported}                                        OPTIONAL,
    phy-ParametersSharedSpectrumChAccess-r16  Phy-ParametersSharedSpectrumChAccess-r16                    OPTIONAL,
    nonCriticalExtension                    UE-NR-Capability-v1650                                        OPTIONAL
}

UE-NR-Capability-v1650 ::=               SEQUENCE {
    mpsPriorityIndication-r16                ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    highSpeedParameters-v1650                HighSpeedParameters-v1650                                    OPTIONAL,
    nonCriticalExtension                     UE-NR-Capability-v1690                                       OPTIONAL
}

UE-NR-Capability-v1690 ::=               SEQUENCE {
    ul-RRC-Segmentation-r16                  ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    nonCriticalExtension                     UE-NR-Capability-v1700                                       OPTIONAL
}

-- Late non-critical extensions from Rel-16 onwards:
UE-NR-Capability-v16a0 ::=               SEQUENCE {
    phy-Parameters-v16a0                     Phy-Parameters-v16a0                                         OPTIONAL,
    rf-Parameters-v16a0                      RF-Parameters-v16a0                                          OPTIONAL,
    nonCriticalExtension                     UE-NR-Capability-v16c0                                       OPTIONAL
}

UE-NR-Capability-v16c0 ::=               SEQUENCE {
    rf-Parameters-v16c0                      RF-Parameters-v16c0                                          OPTIONAL,
    nonCriticalExtension                     UE-NR-Capability-v16d0                                       OPTIONAL
}

UE-NR-Capability-v16d0 ::=               SEQUENCE {
    featureSets-v16d0                        FeatureSets-v16d0                                            OPTIONAL,
    nonCriticalExtension                     SEQUENCE {}                                                  OPTIONAL
}

-- Regular non-critical Rel-17 extensions:
UE-NR-Capability-v1700 ::=               SEQUENCE {
    inactiveStatePO-Determination-r17        ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    highSpeedParameters-v1700                HighSpeedParameters-v1700                                    OPTIONAL,
    powSav-Parameters-v1700                  PowSav-Parameters-v1700                                      OPTIONAL,
    mac-Parameters-v1700                     MAC-Parameters-v1700                                         OPTIONAL,
    ims-Parameters-v1700                     IMS-Parameters-v1700                                         OPTIONAL,
    measAndMobParameters-v1700               MeasAndMobParameters-v1700,
    appLayerMeasParameters-r17               AppLayerMeasParameters-r17                                   OPTIONAL,
    redCapParameters-r17                     RedCapParameters-r17                                         OPTIONAL,
    ra-SDT-r17                               ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    srb-SDT-r17                              ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    gNB-SideRTT-BasedPDC-r17                 ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    bh-RLF-DetectionRecovery-Indication-r17  ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    nrdc-Parameters-v1700                    NRDC-Parameters-v1700                                        OPTIONAL,
    bap-Parameters-v1700                     BAP-Parameters-v1700                                         OPTIONAL,
    musim-GapPreference-r17                  ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    musimLeaveConnected-r17                  ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    mbs-Parameters-r17                       MBS-Parameters-r17,
    nonTerrestrialNetwork-r17                ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    ntn-ScenarioSupport-r17                  ENUMERATED {gso, ngso}                                       OPTIONAL,
    sliceInfoforCellReselection-r17          ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    ue-RadioPagingInfo-r17                   UE-RadioPagingInfo-r17                                       OPTIONAL,
    -- R4 17-2 UL gap pattern for Tx power management
    ul-GapFR2-Pattern-r17                    BIT STRING (SIZE (4))                                        OPTIONAL,
    ntn-Parameters-r17                       NTN-Parameters-r17                                           OPTIONAL,
    nonCriticalExtension                     UE-NR-Capability-v1740                                       OPTIONAL
}

UE-NR-Capability-v1740 ::=               SEQUENCE {
[bookmark: _Hlk130562710]    redCapParameters-v1740                   RedCapParameters-v1740,
    nonCriticalExtension                     UE-NR-Capability-v1750                                       OPTIONAL
}

UE-NR-Capability-v1750 ::=               SEQUENCE {
    crossCarrierSchedulingConfigurationRelease-r17  ENUMERATED {supported}                                OPTIONAL,
    nonCriticalExtension                            UE-NR-Capability-v1800                                OPTIONAL
}

-- Regular non-critical Rel-18 extensions:
UE-NR-Capability-v1800 ::=               SEQUENCE {
    airToGroundNetwork-r18                   ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    eRedCapParameters-r18                    ERedCapParameters-r18                                        OPTIONAL,
    ncr-Parameters-r18                       NCR-Parameters-r18                                           OPTIONAL,
    softSatelliteSwitchResyncNTN-r18         ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    hardSatelliteSwitchResyncNTN-r18         ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    mt-SDT-r18                               ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    mt-SDT-NTN-r18                           ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    inDeviceCoexIndAutonomousDenial-r18      ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    inDeviceCoexIndFDM-r18                   ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    inDeviceCoexIndTDM-r18                   ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    musim-GapPriorityPreference-r18          ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    musim-CapabilityRestriction-r18          ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    multiRx-FR2-Preference-r18               ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    ra-InsteadCG-SDT-r18                     ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    resumeAfterSDT-Release-r18               ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    additionalBSR-Table-r18                  ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    delayStatusReport-r18                    ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    disableCG-RetransmissionMonitoring-r18   ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    enhancedDRX-r18                          ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    pdu-SetDiscard-r18                       ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    psi-BasedDiscard-r18                     ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    ul-TrafficInfo-r18                       ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    aerialParameters-r18                     AerialParameters-r18                                         OPTIONAL,
    nonCriticalExtension                     UE-NR-Capability-v18xy SEQUENCE{}                                                   OPTIONAL
}
UE-NR-Capability-v18xy ::=               SEQUENCE {
    semiStaticSoftSwitch-r18                ENUMERATED {supported},
    nonCriticalExtension                     SEQUENCE{}                                                  OPTIONAL
}

UE-NR-CapabilityAddXDD-Mode ::=          SEQUENCE {
    phy-ParametersXDD-Diff                   Phy-ParametersXDD-Diff                                       OPTIONAL,
    mac-ParametersXDD-Diff                   MAC-ParametersXDD-Diff                                       OPTIONAL,
    measAndMobParametersXDD-Diff             MeasAndMobParametersXDD-Diff                                 OPTIONAL
}

UE-NR-CapabilityAddXDD-Mode-v1530 ::=    SEQUENCE {
    eutra-ParametersXDD-Diff                 EUTRA-ParametersXDD-Diff
}

UE-NR-CapabilityAddFRX-Mode ::=          SEQUENCE {
    phy-ParametersFRX-Diff                   Phy-ParametersFRX-Diff                                       OPTIONAL,
    measAndMobParametersFRX-Diff             MeasAndMobParametersFRX-Diff                                 OPTIONAL
}

UE-NR-CapabilityAddFRX-Mode-v1540 ::=    SEQUENCE {
    ims-ParametersFRX-Diff                   IMS-ParametersFRX-Diff                                       OPTIONAL
}

UE-NR-CapabilityAddFRX-Mode-v1610 ::=    SEQUENCE {
    powSav-ParametersFRX-Diff-r16            PowSav-ParametersFRX-Diff-r16                                OPTIONAL,
    mac-ParametersFRX-Diff-r16               MAC-ParametersFRX-Diff-r16                                   OPTIONAL
}

BAP-Parameters-r16 ::=                   SEQUENCE {
    flowControlBH-RLC-ChannelBased-r16       ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    flowControlRouting-ID-Based-r16          ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL
}

BAP-Parameters-v1700 ::=                 SEQUENCE {
    bapHeaderRewriting-Rerouting-r17         ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL,
    bapHeaderRewriting-Routing-r17           ENUMERATED {supported}                                       OPTIONAL
}

MBS-Parameters-r17 ::=                   SEQUENCE {
    maxMRB-Add-r17                           INTEGER (1..16)                                              OPTIONAL
}

-- TAG-UE-NR-CAPABILITY-STOP
-- ASN1STOP

	UE-NR-Capability field descriptions

	featureSetCombinations
A list of FeatureSetCombination:s for supportedBandCombinationList in UE-NR-Capability. The FeatureSetDownlink:s and FeatureSetUplink:s referred to from these FeatureSetCombination:s are defined in the featureSets list in UE-NR-Capability.



	UE-NR-Capability-v1540 field descriptions

	fr1-fr2-Add-UE-NR-Capabilities
This instance of UE-NR-CapabilityAddFRX-Mode does not include any other fields than csi-RS-IM-ReceptionForFeedback/ csi-RS-ProcFrameworkForSRS/ csi-ReportFramework.



3.2	Text Proposal to TS 38.306 V18.0.0
[bookmark: _Toc12750887][bookmark: _Toc29382251][bookmark: _Toc37093368][bookmark: _Toc37238644][bookmark: _Toc37238758][bookmark: _Toc46488653][bookmark: _Toc52574074][bookmark: _Toc52574160][bookmark: _Toc156055025]4.2.2	General parameters
	Definitions for parameters
	Per
	M
	FDD-TDD DIFF
	FR1-FR2
DIFF

	semiStaticSoftSwitch-r18
Indicates whether UE supports semi-static switch time for the soft satellite switch with re-sync, as specified in TS 38.331 [9]. A UE supporting this feature shall also indicate the support of nonTerrestrialNetwork-r17 and softSatelliteSwitchResyncNTN-r18.
	UE
	No
	No
	No





4	Conclusion
[bookmark: _In-sequence_SDU_delivery]In the previous sections we made the following observations: 
Observation 1	For the soft switch scenario, the choice of the switch time within the overlap period is left to UE implementation which is unknown to the gNB and results in prolonged service interruption.
Observation 2	The solution in which the UE reports TA after completing the switch is insufficient to remove the uncertainty at the network side.
Observation 3	To minimize interruption time, the time of the switch needs to be aligned without any extra per-UE signaling.

Based on the discussion in the previous sections we propose the following: 

Proposal 1	For the soft switch scenario, UE derives the UE-specific switch time based on a (pre)configured rule without dedicated signaling.
Proposal 2	For the soft switch scenario, the overlap period is divided in 2N time slots, where N is informed in SIB19, and the UE-specific switch time is determined based on the N least significant bits of the UE’s C-RNTI.
Proposal 3	Introduce a new UE capability (with signaling) to indicate the support of deterministic switch time for the soft satellite switch with re-synchronization.
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