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1 Introduction
SSB failure handling during the RA-SDT procedure was discussed in RAN2#124 and following agreement was made.

RAN2#124 Agreement
· We will adopt a solution to deal with the beam failure recover in Rel-18, but wait for next meeting to determine how we need to deal with frequent RA 

In this contribution we further discuss the issue and provide solution for SSB failure handling without frequent RA.
2 Discussion
During the subsequent SDT phase of SDT based on RA, SSB selected during the last random access procedure is used for DL/UL data reception/transmission. This SSB may become unsuitable during the SDT procedure and UE will not be able to perform DL/UL data reception/transmission. Inorder to handle the SSB failure, we propose that for RA-SDT, 

· If SSB selected during the last random access procedure during the SDT procedure becomes unsuitable (i.e. SS-RSRP of the SSB < configured threshold) AND there is at least one SSB whose SS-RSRP is >= configured threshold: UE initiates random access procedure. 
The condition ‘there is at least one SSB whose SS-RSRP is >= configured threshold’ ensures that UE does not initiate random access procedure unnecessarily. If this condition is not checked, UE will trigger random access procedure even when there is no SSB with SS-RSRP >= configured threshold. There is no benefit of this triggered random access procedure.

· There may be a chance that SSB with SS-SSRP < configured threshold selected during the triggered random access procedure may be better than SSB selected during the previous random access procedure. However, in this case waiting for a suitable SSB is better than selecting another unsuitable SSB.

RAN4 impacts

· In the previous meeting(s) some concerns were raised that this new trigger for random access may impose/need some additional measurement requirements to be specified by RAN4. In our understanding there is no need of additional measurement requirements. UE perform measurement as usual and perform the evaluation when measurement result is available.

· This measurement and evaluation of SS-RSRP during a time interval is similar to measurement and evaluation of SS-RSRP/CSI-RSRP to determine whether CFRA criteria is met or not during the back off time, as shown below. There is no additional measurement requirement imposed on UE. 

“

3>
if the criteria (as defined in clause 5.1.2) to select contention-free Random Access Resources is met during the backoff time:

4>
perform the Random Access Resource selection procedure (see clause 5.1.2).

“
Frequent RA
Inorder to avoid frequent RA, prohibit timer can be introduced. This timer is started when UE initiates random access procedure due to SSB failure. While the timer is running, UE does not trigger random access procedure due to SSB failure.
Proposal 1: If SSB selected during the last random access procedure during the SDT procedure become unsuitable (i.e. SS-RSRP of the SSB < configured threshold) AND there is at least one SSB whose SS-RSRP is >= configured threshold AND prohibit timer for SSB failure handling is not running: UE initiates random access procedure and start prohibit timer for SSB failure handling. 
Threshold Configuration
· The threshold can be signalled in SDT configuration in SIB.
· The threshold can be rsrp-ThresholdSSB in random access configuration selected by UE when RA-SDT procedure was initiated

· The threshold can be rsrp-ThresholdSSB in non SDT random access configuration(s). 
· There can be several non SDT random access resource configurations depending on SUL/NUL/BWP(redcap, non redcap) and hence several rsrp-ThresholdSSBs not just one for non SDT. Which one to use? At the time of checking condition to trigger RA, UE does not know which random access resource set it will use in case RA is triggered. To know that UE needs to go through random resource set selection procedure (SUL/NUL selection, BWP selection and then random access resource set selection).
It seems simple to use rsrp-ThresholdSSB in random access configuration selected by UE when RA-SDT procedure was initiated.

Proposal 2: Threshold is rsrp-ThresholdSSB in random access configuration selected by UE when RA-SDT procedure was initiated.

Prohibit timer configuration
Since the timer is related to SSB failure handling during the RA-SDT procedure, it should be signalled in SDT configuration in SIB.

Proposal 3: Prohibit timer for SSB failure handling is signalled in SDT configuration in SIB.
Contention resolution/RAR reception
In the legacy operation, when random access is triggered by MAC entity

· For 4 step RA, contention resolution can be considered successful if PDCCH addressed to the C-RNTI which schedules new UL grant is received.

· For 2 step RA, random access response can be considered successful if PDCCH addressed to the C-RNTI which schedules new UL grant is received.

For this triggered random access procedure (as in proposal 1), UL grant is not necessary as UE may not have any data to transmit. So, we propose the following:

· For 4 step RA, contention resolution can be considered successful if PDCCH addressed to the C-RNTI is received.

· For 2 step RA, random access response can be considered successful if PDCCH addressed to the C-RNTI is received.
Proposal 4: For this triggered random access procedure (as in proposal 1): 

· 4 step RA: contention resolution can be considered successful if PDCCH addressed to the C-RNTI is received.

· 2 step RA: random access response can be considered successful if PDCCH addressed to the C-RNTI is received.

3 Conclusion

Based on the above, RAN2 is requested to discuss and agree on the following proposals:
Proposal 1: If SSB selected during the last random access procedure during the SDT procedure become unsuitable (i.e. SS-RSRP of the SSB < configured threshold) AND there is at least one SSB whose SS-RSRP is >= configured threshold AND prohibit timer for SSB failure handling is not running: UE initiates random access procedure and start prohibit timer for SSB failure handling. 
Proposal 2: Threshold is rsrp-ThresholdSSB in random access configuration selected by UE when RA-SDT procedure was initiated.

Proposal 3: Prohibit timer for SSB failure handling is signalled in SDT configuration in SIB.
Proposal 4: For this triggered random access procedure (as in proposal 1):
· 4 step RA: contention resolution can be considered successful if PDCCH addressed to the C-RNTI is received.

· 2 step RA: random access response can be considered successful if PDCCH addressed to the C-RNTI is received.

4 Text Proposal (TS 38.321)
5.27.1
General

The MAC entity may be configured by RRC with SDT and the SDT procedure may be initiated by RRC layer for MO-SDT or MT-SDT. The SDT procedure can be performed either by Random Access procedure with 2-step RA type or 4-step RA type (i.e., RA-SDT) or by configured grant Type 1 (i.e., CG-SDT).

RRC configures the following parameters for SDT procedure:

-
sdt-DataVolumeThreshold: data volume threshold for the UE to determine whether to perform SDT procedure;
-
sdt-RSRP-Threshold: RSRP threshold for UE to determine whether to perform SDT procedure triggered for MO-SDT;

-
sdt-RSRP-ThresholdMT: RSRP threshold for UE to determine whether to perform SDT procedure triggered for MT-SDT;

-
cg-SDT-MaxDurationToNextCG-Occasion: time threshold for the UE to determine whether to perform CG-SDT;

-
cg-SDT-RSRP-ThresholdSSB: an RSRP threshold configured for SSB selection for CG-SDT.
-    ra-SDT-SSBFailureRecoveryProhibitTimer: prohibit timer to avoid frequent trigger of random access procedure due to SSB failure during RA-SDT procedure.
The MAC entity shall, if initiated by the upper layers for SDT procedure:

1>
if the data volume of the pending UL data across all RBs configured for SDT is less than or equal to sdt-DataVolumeThreshold when the SDT procedure is initiated for MO-SDT as in TS 38.331 [5]; and

NOTE 1:
For SDT procedure, the MAC entity also considers the suspended RBs configured with SDT for data volume calculation. It is up to the UE's implementation how the UE calculates the data volume for the suspended RBs. Size of the CCCH message is not considered for data volume calculation.

1>
if the RSRP of the downlink pathloss reference is higher than sdt-RSRP-Threshold, if configured, for SDT procedure triggered for MO-SDT; or if the RSRP of the downlink pathloss reference is higher than sdt-RSRP-ThresholdMT, if configured, for SDT procedure triggered for MT-SDT:

2>
if the Serving Cell is configured with supplementary uplink as specified in TS 38.331 [5]; and

2>
if the RSRP of the downlink pathloss reference is less than rsrp-ThresholdSSB-SUL:

3>
select the SUL carrier.

2>
else:

3>
select the NUL carrier.

2>
if CG-SDT is configured on the selected UL carrier, and TA for CG-SDT is valid according to clause 5.27.2 in the first available CG occasion for initial CG-SDT transmission with CCCH message according to clause 5.8.2; and

2>
if the SDT procedure is initiated for MO-SDT as in TS 38.331 [5], for each RB having data available for transmission, configuredGrantType1Allowed, if configured for CG-SDT, is configured with value true for the corresponding logical channel; or if the SDT procedure is initiated for MT-SDT as in TS 38.331 [5]; and

2>
if at least one SSB configured for CG-SDT with SS-RSRP above cg-SDT-RSRP-ThresholdSSB is available, and if the time gap between the initiation of the SDT procedure and first available CG occasion for initial CG-SDT transmission with CCCH message according to clause 5.8.2 is less than cg-SDT-MaxDurationToNextCG-Occasion, if configured:
3>
indicate to the upper layers that the conditions for initiating SDT procedure are fulfilled;

3>
perform CG-SDT procedure on the selected UL carrier according to clause 5.8.2.

2>
else if the SDT procedure is initiated for MO-SDT as specified in TS 38.331 [5], and a set of Random Access resources for RA-SDT is configured and can be selected according to clause 5.1.1b on the selected UL carrier on the BWP configured by initialUplinkBWP-RedCap, if configured for a RedCap UE; otherwise, on the BWP configured by initialUplinkBWP; or if the SDT procedure is initiated for MT-SDT as specified in TS 38.331 [5]:
3>
if cg-SDT-TimeAlignmentTimer is running, consider cg-SDT-TimeAlignmentTimer as expired and perform the corresponding actions in clause 5.2;

3>
indicate to the upper layers that the conditions for initiating SDT procedure are fulfilled.

2>
else:

3>
indicate to the upper layers that the conditions for initiating SDT procedure are not fulfilled.

1>
else:

2>
indicate to the upper layers that the conditions for initiating SDT procedure are not fulfilled.
If RA-SDT is selected above and after the Random Access procedure is successfully completed (see clause 5.1.6), the UE monitors PDCCH addressed to C-RNTI received in random access response until the RA-SDT procedure is terminated. If CG-SDT is selected above and after the initial transmission for CG-SDT is performed, the UE monitors PDCCH addressed to C-RNTI as stored in UE Inactive AS context as specified in TS 38.331 [5] and CS-RNTI until the CG-SDT procedure is terminated.

The MAC entity shall:

1>  if RA-SDT procedure for MO-SDT or MT-SDT is ongoing:

2> if SS-RSRP of the SSB selected in the last successfully completed random access procedure during the ongoing RA-SDT procedure is less than rsrp-ThresholdSSB and if there is at least one SSB with SS-RSRP greater than or equal to rsrp-ThresholdSSB and if ra-SDT-SSBFailureRecoveryProhibitTimer is not running:

3> start ra-SDT-SSBFailureRecoveryProhibitTimer;
3> initiate a Random Access procedure (see clause 5.1).
NOTE X:
It is up to UE implementation when and how many times to measure SSB during the ongoing RA-SDT procedure. UE uses rsrp-ThresholdSSB in random access configuration selected by the UE when RA-SDT procedure was initiated.
NOTE 2:
When the UE determines if there is an SSB with SS-RSRP above cg-SDT-RSRP-ThresholdSSB or less than rsrp-ThresholdSSB, the UE uses the latest unfiltered L1-RSRP measurement.
5.1.4a
MSGB reception and contention resolution for 2-step RA type

Once the MSGA preamble is transmitted, regardless of the possible occurrence of a measurement gap, the MAC entity shall:
1>
start the msgB-ResponseWindow at the PDCCH occasion as specified in TS 38.213 [6], clause 8.2A;

1>
monitor the PDCCH of the SpCell for a Random Access Response identified by MSGB-RNTI while the msgB-ResponseWindow is running;

1>
if C-RNTI MAC CE was included in the MSGA:

2>
monitor the PDCCH of the SpCell for Random Access Response identified by the C-RNTI while the msgB-ResponseWindow is running.

1>
if notification of a reception of a PDCCH transmission of the SpCell is received from lower layers:

2>
if the C-RNTI MAC CE was included in MSGA:

3>
if the Random Access procedure was initiated for SpCell beam failure recovery or for beam failure recovery of both BFD-RS sets of SpCell (as specified in clause 5.17) and the PDCCH transmission is addressed to the C-RNTI; or
3>
if the Random Access procedure was initiated by the MAC sublayer itself during the ongoing RA-SDT procedure (as specified in clause 5.27.1) and the PDCCH transmission is addressed to the C-RNTI:
4>
consider this Random Access Response reception successful;
4>
stop the msgB-ResponseWindow;

4>
consider this Random Access procedure successfully completed.
3>
else if the timeAlignmentTimer associated with the PTAG is running; or

3>
if CG-SDT procedure is ongoing and cg-SDT-TimeAlignmentTimer is running:

4>
if the PDCCH transmission is addressed to the C-RNTI and contains a UL grant for a new transmission:
5>
consider this Random Access Response reception successful;

5>
stop the msgB-ResponseWindow;

5>
consider this Random Access procedure successfully completed.

3>
else:

4>
if a downlink assignment has been received on the PDCCH for the C-RNTI and the received TB is successfully decoded:
5>
if the MAC PDU contains the Absolute Timing Advance Command MAC CE:

6>
process the received Timing Advance Command (see clause 5.2);

6>
consider this Random Access Response reception successful;

6>
stop the msgB-ResponseWindow;
6>
consider this Random Access procedure successfully completed and finish the disassembly and demultiplexing of the MAC PDU.
:

:
5.1.5
Contention Resolution

Once Msg3 is transmitted the MAC entity shall:

1>
if the Msg3 transmission (i.e. initial transmission or HARQ retransmission) is scheduled with PUSCH repetition Type A:

2>
if Msg3 is transmitted on a non-terrestrial network:

3>
start or restart the ra-ContentionResolutionTimer in the first symbol after the end of all repetitions of the Msg3 transmission plus the UE-gNB RTT.

2>
else:
3>
start or restart the ra-ContentionResolutionTimer in the first symbol after the end of all repetitions of the Msg3 transmission.

1>
else if Msg3 transmission (i.e. initial transmission or HARQ retransmission) is transmitted on a non-terrestrial network:

2>
start or restart the ra-ContentionResolutionTimer in the first symbol after the end of the Msg3 transmission plus the UE-gNB RTT.

1>
else:

2>
start or restart the ra-ContentionResolutionTimer in the first symbol after the end of the Msg3 transmission.

1>
monitor the PDCCH while the ra-ContentionResolutionTimer is running regardless of the possible occurrence of a measurement gap;

1>
if notification of a reception of a PDCCH transmission of the SpCell is received from lower layers:

2>
if the C-RNTI MAC CE was included in Msg3:

3>
if the Random Access procedure was initiated for SpCell beam failure recovery or for beam failure recovery of both BFD-RS sets of SpCell (as specified in clause 5.17) and the PDCCH transmission is addressed to the C-RNTI; or

3>
if the Random Access procedure was initiated by a PDCCH order and the PDCCH transmission is addressed to the C-RNTI; or
3>
if the Random Access procedure was initiated by the MAC sublayer itself during the ongoing RA-SDT procedure (as specified in clause 5.27.1) and the PDCCH transmission is addressed to the C-RNTI; or

3>
if the Random Access procedure was initiated by the MAC sublayer itself or by the RRC sublayer and the PDCCH transmission is addressed to the C-RNTI and contains a UL grant for a new transmission:

4>
consider this Contention Resolution successful;

4>
stop ra-ContentionResolutionTimer;

4>
discard the TEMPORARY_C-RNTI;

4>
consider this Random Access procedure successfully completed.
2>
else if the CCCH SDU was included in Msg3 and the PDCCH transmission is addressed to its TEMPORARY_C-RNTI:

3>
if the MAC PDU is successfully decoded:

4>
stop ra-ContentionResolutionTimer;

4>
if the MAC PDU contains a UE Contention Resolution Identity MAC CE; and

4>
if the UE Contention Resolution Identity in the MAC CE matches the CCCH SDU transmitted in Msg3:

5>
consider this Contention Resolution successful and finish the disassembly and demultiplexing of the MAC PDU;

5>
if this Random Access procedure was initiated for SI request:

6>
indicate the reception of an acknowledgement for SI request to upper layers.

5>
else:

6>
set the C-RNTI to the value of the TEMPORARY_C-RNTI;

5>
discard the TEMPORARY_C-RNTI;

5>
consider this Random Access procedure successfully completed.

4>
else:

5>
discard the TEMPORARY_C-RNTI;

5>
consider this Contention Resolution not successful and discard the successfully decoded MAC PDU.

