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1	Introduction
[bookmark: _Ref178064866]Below the meeting notes and agreements from RAN2#122:
	R2-2306801	Draft CR to TS 38.304 on introduction of R18 eNPN	China Telecom, ZTE Corporation, Sanechips, CATT, Huawei, HiSilicon 	draftCR	Rel-18	38.304	17.4.0	B	eNPN_Ph2-NGRAN-Core
R2-2306832	(draft CR to TS 38.331) On support of equivalent SNPN	China Telecom	draftCR	Rel-18	38.331	17.4.0	B	eNPN_Ph2-NGRAN-Core
Both Endorsed

R2-2306178	Discussion on further enhancement of NPN in R18	China Telecom	discussion	Rel-18	eNPN_Ph2-NGRAN-Core
DISCUSSION
P2
-	Lenovo agrees no new capability signalling is needed, but need to be captured in the 38306 as a conditional mandatory feature 
R2 assumes that No new AS UE capability (signalled) is needed for supporting R18 eNPN features. FFS any 38.306 impact for conditional UE cap dependent on NAS cap.




In this paper we address the FFS on whether there is impact to 38.306.
2	Discussion
2.1	Context & precedence
As brought up by Lenovo during RAN2#122 in R2-2305140, CT1 already specified that the support of equivalent SNPNs is optional for UEs [1]. Therefore, UE that supports equivalent SNPNs sets the Equivalent SNPNs Indicator (ESI) bit in the 5GMM capability IE in the REGISTRATION REQUEST message.
If the ESI bit is set to "Equivalent SNPNs supported", then the AMF of an SNPN may include a list of equivalent SNPNs in the REGISTRATION ACCEPT message.
So, while RAN2 assumes that no new AS UE capability is needed for R18 eNPN features, for spec. completeness, clarity, and unambiguous understanding of what a UE supports, there is a need to capture “something” in 38.306. 

RAN2’s discussion should then focus on the following alternatives to indicate the above:
· Alternative 1:	Under “Optional features without UE radio access capability parameters”
· Alternative 2:	Under “Conditionally mandatory features without UE radio access capability parameters”
On the above, we understand that there is no crucial difference between the two approaches. However, we are inclined towards Alternative 1 as the NW can optionally decide to implement equivalent SNPNs, while there is no UE requirement to support them. And this can be done without necessarily having to address the “conditions” linked to Alternative 2.
[bookmark: _Toc142644018]Equivalent SNPN (NPN Rel-18) is specified under “Optional features without UE radio access capability parameters”.

Note that the same was done in the past in RAN2 for MINT, which had a very similar issue concerning optional NAS-centric feature with AS-level components, as seen in the following email discussion (see R2-2201840) and the concerning agreement in RAN2#116bis-e:
	R2-2201840	Report [AT116bis-e][043][NR17] MINT (Ericsson)		Ericsson
[043] Support of MINT is specified under “Optional features without UE radio access capability parameters”.



[bookmark: _Toc142644016]For MINT, which is also an optional NAS-centric feature with AS-level components, RAN2 adopted the same approach as the one in Proposal 1. 

[bookmark: _Toc109400796][bookmark: _Toc109400797][bookmark: _Toc109400798][bookmark: _Toc109400799][bookmark: _Toc109400800][bookmark: _Toc109400801][bookmark: _Toc109400802][bookmark: _Toc109400803][bookmark: _Toc109400804][bookmark: _Toc109400805][bookmark: _Toc109400806][bookmark: _Toc109400807][bookmark: _Toc109400808][bookmark: _Toc109400809][bookmark: _Toc109400810][bookmark: _Toc109400811][bookmark: _Toc109400812][bookmark: _Toc109400813][bookmark: _Toc109400814][bookmark: _Toc109400815][bookmark: _Toc109400816][bookmark: _Toc109400817][bookmark: _Toc109400818][bookmark: _Ref189046994]3	Conclusion
In the previous sections we made the following observations: 
Observation 1	For MINT, which is also an optional NAS-centric feature with AS-level components, RAN2 adopted the same approach as the one in Proposal 1.

Based on the discussion in the previous sections we propose the following:
Proposal 1	Equivalent SNPN (NPN Rel-18) is specified under “Optional features without UE radio access capability parameters”.

4	References
[bookmark: _Ref140760456]TS 24.501, “Non-Access-Stratum (NAS) protocol for 5G System (5GS); Stage 3”, CT1, V18.3.1, July 2023
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