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Procedure for inter-gNB indirect/direct to indirect path switching
The overall procedure was discussed in last RAN3 meeting and agreed as in BLCR to TS38.300 [1]. There still FFS for both inter-gNB i2i and d2i path switching. Here, we discuss the procedure for inter-gNB switching from direct to indirect path, as example. 
As shown in Fig.1, in step 5, the target gNB prepares the path switch and sends the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message to the source gNB. In step7, the target gNB sends RRCReconfiguration message to target relay UE, and relay UE prepares the configuration for relaying. Both step 5 and step 7 are performed after the target gNB selects one relay UE to switch the path among the candidate relay UE list. Whether to restrict the step 7 before step 5 is still FFS. 
Some companies think there may be some risky for acknowledge the source gNB handover, before the target gNB finishes the RRC reconfiguration to the relay UE. So, the configuration to the target relay UE would be a part of handover preparation for target gNB, which can reduce the possibility of path switching failure.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]From our perspective, for the candidate relay UE in RRC IDLE and RRC INACTIVE, the RRC reconfiguration can only be performed after the RRCConfigurationComplete message is transmitted via the candidate relay UE.  However, for relay UE in RRC CONNECTED state, it is a rare case for it to reject the RRC reconfiguration, or the RRC reconfiguration failure for some other case. Because, the relay UE’s UU RSRP is always fulfill the threshold during the discovery procedure and it is under the selection during the admission control of target gNB during the handover preparation. 
For the procedure in TS 38.300, the target relay UE is in RRC CONNECTED, as intra-gNB x2i path switching in R17. So, we prefer not limit the order of step 5 and step 7, and leave it to target gNB implementation.


Fig.1: Procedure for inter-gNB switching from direct to indirect path
Proposal 1: RRC reconfiguration for target relay UE can be preformed at any time after target gNB admission control based on target gNB implementation, for inter-gNB x2i path switching.
Procedure for intra-gNB indirect to indirect path switching
The inter-gNB i2i path switching was introduced to TS38.300 by RAN3 [1]. In this contribution, we only provide the procedure for the intra-gNB path switching from indirect to indirect path. 


Fig.2 Intra-gNB indirect-to-indirect path switching
The signalling flow for U2N remote UE switching from indirect path to indirect path under same gNB is shown as follows,
1.	The gNB configures the UE measurement procedures and the UE reports according to the measurement configuration.
2.	The gNB decides to handover the UE to target relay UE of same gNB, based on MeasurementReport.
3.	The gNB sends RRCReconfiguration message to the U2N Remote UE. The RRCReconfiguration message includes L2 U2N Relay UE ID, PC5 Relay RLC channel configuration for relay traffic at least.
4. The The gNB sends RRCReconfiguration message to the target Relay UE, which includes at least the Remote UE's L2 ID and local ID, Uu and PC5 Relay RLC channel configuration for relay traffic and bearer mapping configuration.
5. The gNB sends RRCReconfiguration message to the source Relay UE to reconfigure the connection between the source relay UE and the gNB.
6. Remote UE establishes PC5 connection to target relay UE, if not exist.
7. Remote UE sends the RRCReconfigurationComplete message to gNB via the target Relay UE.
8. Either source Relay UE or Remote UE can initiate the PC5 unicast link release. 
Proposal 2: It is proposed to agree the overall procedure in Fig.2 as a baseline to support intra-gNB indirect to indirect path switching.
Conclusions
According the above discussion we have following proposals: 
Proposal 1: RRC reconfiguration for target relay UE can be preformed at any time after target gNB admission control based on target gNB implementation, for inter-gNB x2i path switching.
Proposal 2: It is proposed to agree the overall procedure in Fig.2 as a baseline to support intra-gNB indirect to indirect path switching.
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