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1	Introduction
The discussion on enhanced support of reduced capability (eRedCap) devices WI (RP-223544) [1] has started in RAN2. The WID has the following objective on the introduction of early indication for UE baseband (BB) bandwidth reduction feature: 

	· Further reduced UE complexity in FR1 [RAN1, RAN2, RAN4]
· UE BB bandwidth reduction
· 5 MHz BB bandwidth only for PDSCH (for both unicast and broadcast) and PUSCH, with 20 MHz RF bandwidth for UL and DL
· The other physical channels and signals are still allowed to use a BWP up to the 20 MHz maximum UE RF+BB bandwidth.
· Support additional separate early indication(s) [RAN1, RAN2]



RAN2 discussed early indication in Rel-17 within the context of RedCap devices in general, but there are a few remaining aspects that require further discussion in Rel-18 within the context of eRedCap devices. 
2	Initial BWP configuration for eRedCap UEs
RAN1 has made the following agreement (R1-2212982) [3] regarding initial BWP:
	Agreement:
For a cell supporting both Rel-17 and Rel-18 RedCap UEs,
· The Rel-18 RedCap UEs can share the same separate initial DL/UL BWP as the Rel-17 RedCap UEs.
· FFS: whether to support an additional separate initial DL/UL BWP specific to Rel-18 RedCap UEs




We do not foresee a need for capacity reasons to support an additional separate initial DL/UL BWP specific to Rel-18 eRedCap UEs. Currently, up to two initial BWPs can be configured in a cell:
· Normal initial BWP
· Used by normal UEs
· Can be used by Rel-17 RedCap UEs and Rel-18 eRedCap UEs
· Separate initial BWP
· Can be used by Rel-17 RedCap UEs and Rel-18 eRedCap UEs
In our view, the question here is whether a configuration should be possible where Rel-17 RedCap UEs use the normal initial BWP and Rel-18 eRedCap UEs use the separate initial BWP, i.e., the following configuration:
· Normal initial BWP
· Used by normal UEs
· Used by Rel-17 RedCap UEs
· Separate initial BWP
· Used by Rel-18 eRedCap UEs
We think there may be merits with such a configuration, but its necessity and feasibility may require some further discussion.

[bookmark: _Toc127495838][bookmark: _Toc127495885]FFS: whether to support a configuration where Rel-17 RedCap UEs use the normal initial BWP and Rel-18 eRedCap UEs use the separate initial BWP. 

3	Conclusion
Based on the discussion in the section above, we propose the following: 

Proposal 1	FFS: whether to support a configuration where Rel-17 RedCap UEs use the normal initial BWP and Rel-18 eRedCap UEs use the separate initial BWP.
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