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1. [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Introduction 
RAN2 agreements from RAN2_120:
	· Introduce an NCR-support indication in SIB1 per PLMN; whether it is also per NPN is FFS
· gNB cell that NCR-Fwd is forwarding is the same cell the NCT-MT is connected to. Whether the NCR-Fwd can forward other cells is up to implementation
· NCR-MT indicates the maximum number of supported DRB in UE capability, values {1, 16}. If absent, the NCR-MT does not support DRB.
· SRB2 is mandatory feature for NCR-MT.
· On NCR-Fwd ON/OFF:
· When NCR-MT is in RRC_CONNECTED mode, the NCR-Fwd can be ON or OFF following the side control information received from the gNB. 
· After NCR-MT enters RRC_INACTIVE mode, the NCR-Fwd can be ON or OFF following the last configuration received from the gNB.
· Release to RRC-IDLE is FFS.
· On NCR-MT RLF:
· After RLF is declared by NCR-MT, NCR-MT performs cell selection and trigger RRC re-establishment;
· If NCR-MT enters RRC_IDLE due to no suitable cell is find, NCR-Fwd is OFF;
· During RRC re-establishment procedure, NCR-Fwd is OFF.
· NCR-MT mandatorily support cell reselection and RRM measurements in RRC_IDLE and RRC_INACTIVE.
· In Rel-18, NCR-MT does not support handover and RRM measurements in RRC_CONNECTED.
· For reporting the capabilities of NCR-MT, the existing UECapabilityEnquiry and UECapabilityInformation messages are reused.
· In NCR-MT capability discussion, to focus on mandatory features that are required for NCR-MT.
· All existing optional features are considered as applicable to NCR-MT unless explicitly excluded (Same as IAB-MT). FFS on taking IAB specified features as a baseline for future discussion.
· NPN capable NCR-MT should consider cellReservedForOtherUse for determination of an NPN-only cell



In this contribution, we discuss FFS from last meeting and also share our understanding on the yellow highlighted text above.
2. Discussion
NCR indication per NPN
RAN2_120 meeting agreed that “Introduce an NCR-support indication in SIB1 per PLMN; whether it is also per NPN is FFS”. However, this agreement was missing from the list of agreements in the box from the chair notes. We assume that the agreement is still valid and focus on FFS on NPN.  Just like IAB, NCR-support indication should be per NPN as well.
Proposal 1: RAN2 to agree that NCR-support indication in SIB1 is included per PLMN and also per NPN.
Release to RRC_IDLE after NCR-Fwd is configured
We think this is an optimization and should not be considered for Rel-18. If power saving is one of the main motivations, then NCR-MT could be configured with RRC_INACTIVE state. The flip side of configuring RRC_IDLE will be that NCR-MT may be lost and not traceable and this information might not be available in OAM/gNB. We therefore propose that:
Proposal 2: NCR-MT is not released to RRC_IDLE after NCR-Fwd link is configured.
NCR-Fwd configuration during RRC_reestablishment
It was agreed during RAN2_120 that during the RRC re-establishment procedure, NCR-Fwd is OFF. In our understanding that in addition to switching OFF the NCR-Fwd link, there should be a possibility to provide a new NCR_Fwd configuration if NCR-MT re-establishes on a new cell. This should be restricted to re-establishment procedure only because HO is not supported in this release. The details should be discussed in stage-3.
Proposal 3: Cell specific NCR_Fwd configuration is provided to NCR-MT during re-establishment procedure.
RAN1 progress on NCR capabilities
A few agreements from RAN1 which we think should have discussions in RAN2:
	· Agreement: The following is supported to deliver the information to characterize the supported physical beam of NCR-Fwd for access link: 
· Option-2: The information is informed to gNB and NCR via OAM
· Note-1: In this option, how to characterize the beam information is based on implementation (e.g., declaration from NCR vendor).
· Note-2; In this option, the beam(s) used by NCR-Fwd for access link is configured for gNB and NCR by OAM based on implementation.
· The beam index in SCI corresponds to the configured beam(s) sequentiallyThe beam index in SCI corresponds to the configured beam(s) sequentially.



We think some aspects of these agreements are within RAN2 remit and related to NCR capability discussions. Especially, gNB may configure the beams for NCR-Fwd access link and the number of such beams based on NCR capability and UE capability framework can be used for this purpose. If we leave it to OAM to configure the beam characterization then, inter vendor deployment of NCR and gNB will be challenging. 
Proposal 4: RAN2 to discuss if beam characterization can be discussed as part of NCR capability.
3. Conclusion
We propose RAN2 to discuss and agree on the following proposal:

Proposal 1: RAN2 to agree that NCR-support indication in SIB1 is included per PLMN and also per NPN.
Proposal 2: NCR-MT is not released to RRC_IDLE after NCR-Fwd link is configured.
Proposal 3: Cell specific NCR_Fwd configuration is provided to NCR-MT during re-establishment procedure.
Proposal 4: RAN2 to discuss if beam characterization can be discussed as part of NCR capability.
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