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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 would like to inform RAN4 on the progress RAN2 has made regarding the LS on extending NS values beyond 8. 

Extending the NS value beyond 8 should be possible and RAN2 is considering a solution along the below lines:
-
Extended NS values can be signaled using extension IE and the value ‘7’ from the existing NS values can be considered as reserved (to indicate that extended NS values are signaled in the extension IE). 
-
The extended range of NS values will be signaled with a 5-bit extension IE.
-
Extended NS values can be signaled in broadcast (SIB1) and UE dedicated messages.
RAN2 would like to inform RAN4 that with the approach of using ‘7’ as reserved value, there would be backward compatibility issues if the NS value ‘7’ is used for defining UE requirements (i.e., not kept as reserved) in releases earlier than the release where the extended NS values is introduced. RAN2 requests RAN4 to provide feedback if there are concerns with this approach.  
On the Support from Rel-17, RAN2 concluded that it is technically feasible, but a number of companies in RAN2 have asked about RAN4 reasons/intentions for introducing this from Rel-17.

RAN2 would also like to ask RAN4 if the intention on extending the NS values is only for unlicensed bands or in general.

2. Actions:

To RAN WG4 group.

ACTION: 
RAN WG2 asks RAN WG4 to take the response into account and provide further clarifications/feedback on the above questions.
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