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1. Introduction
The WID on Rel-18 network-controlled repeaters [1] includes the following:

	Specify control plane signalling and procedures [RAN2, RAN1]

· The configuration of signalling for side control information indication


Section 2.2 of the draft Work plan [2] includes:

	Control plan signalling and procedures:
· Discuss and decide the configuration of signalling for side control information indication, down-selection of solutions (Option 1~3) in section 7.2 of TR 38.867. 
· Identify and discuss other RRC impacts (e.g. applicable RRC states, support of SRB/DRB, need of “NCR supported” indication in SIB, NCR capability framework).



This contribution discusses the NCR capability framework.

2. Discussion
2.1
Network-Controlled Repeater capabilities
An NCR will have a number of capabilities not possessed by a conventional UE. For successful operation, these need to be shared with the gNB. Although the discussion on side control information has not yet concluded, we can anticipate that the gNB may need to know about at least some of the following:

· the beamforming capabilities of the access side of the NCR-Fwd path and, 
· whether the backhaul beam can be set independently of the control beam

· .UL-DL TDD configuration capabilities
· Handling of ON-OFF information

To this list, we can potentially add power control capabilities and, in the future, new capabilities including supported operating bands.
Observation 1: The NCR possesses system capabilities not possessed by a conventional UE and these need to be shared with the gNB.

It is possible for NCR capabilities information to be preloaded at the gNB but this falls outside the scope of 3GPP standardisation. A standards-based approach for the transfer of NCR capabilities information should be available and should be based on the existing RRC UE capability transfer procedure. This procedure is already included in the call flow of solution 1 in 8.1.1 of [3] but can be used with any of the four solutions considered in 8.1. It can therefore be extended to support NCR capabilities independently of the discussion on repeater management.
Proposal 1: RAN2 to extend the RRC UE capability transfer procedure to support the transfer NCR capabilities information to the gNB.
3. Conclusion

This contribution offers some considerations on the handling of NCR capabilities information. It makes the following observation: 
Observation 1: The NCR possesses system capabilities not possessed by a conventional UE and these need to be shared with the gNB.

And the following proposal:

Proposal 1: RAN2 to extend the RRC UE capability transfer procedure to support the transfer NCR capabilities information to the gNB.
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