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[bookmark: _Ref165266342]Introduction
This contribution discusses a technical issue on the RACH procedure for NTN in the current TS 38.321 [1] and provides corresponding TP on how to fix the issue in the Spec.
Corrections on RACH procedure
[bookmark: _GoBack]Avoidance of preamble ambiguity
In RAN2#112e meeting, RAN2 agreed on the following agreement [2] to handle the issue of preamble ambiguity in R17 NTN:
1. If the UE-gNB RTT is pre-compensated, preamble ambiguity is not an issue in Rel-17 NTN (i.e. no enhancements are necessary). FFS how and by whom the possibly multiple components of UE-gNB RTT are pre-compensated
In the latest TS 38.213, V17.2.0. RAN1 finally captured the following text [3] to specify the UE behavior of delay pre-compensation.
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Using higher-layer ephemeris parameters for a serving satellite, if provided, a UE pre-compensates the two-way transmission delay on the service link based on  that the UE determines using the serving satellite position and its own position. To pre-compensate the two-way transmission delay between the uplink time synchronization reference point and the serving satellite, the UE determines [4, TS 38.211] based on one-way propagation delay  that the UE determines as:

where , , and  are respectively provided by ta-Common, ta-CommonDrift, and ta-CommonDriftVariant and  is the epoch time of , , and  [12, TS 38.331].  provides a distance at time  between the serving satellite and the uplink time synchronization reference point divided by the speed of light. The uplink time synchronization reference point is the point where DL and UL are frame aligned with an offset given by .


Observation 1: In TS 38.213, RAN1 has specified that UE pre-compensates the RTT between UE and the reference point for the uplink timing adjustment in NTN.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]From the RAN2 perspective, UE shall take into account the UE-RP RTT (i.e., the RTT between the UE and Reference point) to select an available PRACH occasion that is far enough in time domain to support the pre-compensation for the random access preamble transmission as specified in [3]. 
Currently, the related UE behavior on how this pre-compensation is considered during PRACH occasion selection is missing in the latest MAC spec. There may be an argument that there is no need to capture it, as smart UE can always do this. However, it is at least literally specified that the UE shall still select the next PRACH occasion as in the legacy procedure w/o mentioning anything about the pre-compensation in NTN, and thus a clear UE behavior to clarify such a procedure specific for NTN is preferable. Thus, it is proposed to add the description in the TS 38.321 clause 5.1.2 that if Random Access Preamble is transmitted on a non-terrestrial network, the MAC entity shall take into account the UE-RP RTT when determining the next available PRACH occasion.
Proposal 1: Specify in the TS 38.321, subclause 5.1.2 that if Random Access Preamble is transmitted in the non-terrestrial network, the MAC entity shall take into account the RTT between UE and the reference point when determining the next available PRACH occasion.
Proposal 2: If proposal 1 is agreed, RAN2 adopts the TP in the Annex for the corresponding correction on the RACH procedure.
[bookmark: _Toc502437832]Conclusions
This contribution identifies a technical issue in the RACH procedure for NTN existing in the current TS 38.321 [1]. Observation and proposals are given as follows:
Observation 1: In TS 38.213, RAN1 has specified that UE pre-compensates the RTT between UE and the reference point for the uplink timing adjustment in NTN.
Proposal 1: Specify in the TS 38.321, subclause 5.1.2 that if Random Access Preamble is transmitted in the non-terrestrial network, the MAC entity shall take into account the RTT between UE and the reference point when determining the next available PRACH occasion.
Proposal 2: If proposal 1 is agreed, RAN2 adopts the TP in the Annex for the corresponding correction on the RACH procedure.
Reference
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[2] RAN2 #112e, Meeting Minutes.
[3] TS 38.213, V17.3.0.

Annex: Proposed TP to TS 38.321
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3.1	Definitions
For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. A term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].
Dormant BWP: The dormant BWP is one of downlink BWPs configured by the network via dedicated RRC signaling. In the dormant BWP, the UE stop monitoring PDCCH on/for the SCell, but continues performing CSI measurements, Automatic Gain Control (AGC) and beam management, if configured.
DRX group: A group of Serving Cells that is configured by RRC and that have the same DRX Active Time.
HARQ information: HARQ information for DL-SCH, for UL-SCH, or for SL-SCH transmissions consists of New Data Indicator (NDI), Transport Block Size (TBS), Redundancy Version (RV), and HARQ process ID.
IAB-donor: gNB that provides network access to UEs via a network of backhaul and access links.
IAB-node: RAN node that supports NR access links to UEs and NR backhaul links to parent nodes and child nodes.
Listen Before Talk: A procedure according to which transmissions are not performed if the channel is identified as being occupied, see TS 37.213 [18].
Msg3: Message transmitted on UL-SCH containing a C-RNTI MAC CE or CCCH SDU, submitted from upper layer and associated with the UE Contention Resolution Identity, as part of a Random Access procedure.
Non-terrestrial network: An NG-RAN consisting of gNBs, which provide non-terrestrial NR access to UEs by means of an NTN payload embarked on an airborne or space-borne NTN vehicle and an NTN Gateway.
NR backhaul link: NR link used for backhauling between an IAB-node and an IAB-donor, and between IAB-nodes in case of a multi-hop backhauling.
NR sidelink communication: AS functionality enabling at least V2X Communication as defined in TS 23.287 [19] and ProSe communication (including ProSe non-Relay and UE-to-Network Relay communication) as defined in TS 23.304 [26], between two or more nearby UEs, using NR technology but not traversing any network node.
NR sidelink discovery: AS functionality enabling ProSe non-Relay discovery and ProSe UE-to-Network Relay discovery for Proximity based Services as defined in TS 23.304 [26], between two or more nearby UEs, using NR technology but not traversing any network node.
NR sidelink transmission: Any NR Sidelink-based transmission, including both transmission for NR sidelink discovery and transmission for NR sidelink communication.
PDCCH occasion: A time duration (i.e. one or a consecutive number of symbols) during which the MAC entity is configured to monitor the PDCCH.
PRS Processing Window: A time window during which UE may perform PRS measurement inside the active DL BWP with the same numerology as the active DL BWP without measurement gap.
RedCap UE: A UE with reduced capabilities as specified in clause 4.2.21.1 in TS 38.306 [25].
Serving Cell: A PCell, a PSCell, or an SCell in TS 38.331 [5].
Sidelink transmission information: Sidelink transmission information included in an SCI for an SL-SCH transmission as specified in clause 8.3 and 8.4 of TS 38.212 [9] consists of Sidelink HARQ information including NDI, RV, Sidelink process ID, HARQ feedback enabled/disabled indicator, Sidelink identification information including cast type indicator, Source Layer-1 ID and Destination Layer-1 ID, and Sidelink other information including CSI request, a priority, a communication range requirement and Zone ID.
Special Cell: For Dual Connectivity operation the term Special Cell refers to the PCell of the MCG or the PSCell of the SCG depending on if the MAC entity is associated to the MCG or the SCG, respectively. Otherwise the term Special Cell refers to the PCell. A Special Cell supports PUCCH transmission and contention-based Random Access, and is always activated.
Timing Advance Group: A group of Serving Cells that is configured by RRC and that, for the cells with a UL configured, using the same timing reference cell and the same Timing Advance value. A Timing Advance Group containing the SpCell of a MAC entity is referred to as Primary Timing Advance Group (PTAG), whereas the term Secondary Timing Advance Group (STAG) refers to other TAGs.
UE-RP RTT: For non-terrestrial networks, the sum of the two-way transmission delay on the service link  and the two-way transmission delay between the uplink time synchronization reference point and the serving satellite (see TS 38.213 [6] clause 4.2).
UE-gNB RTT: For non-terrestrial networks, the sum of the UE's Timing Advance value (see TS 38.211 [8] clause 4.3.1) and kmac.
V2X sidelink communication: AS functionality enabling V2X Communication as defined in TS 23.285 [20], between nearby UEs, using E-UTRA technology but not traversing any network node.
NOTE 1:	A timer is running once it is started, until it is stopped or until it expires; otherwise it is not running. A timer can be started if it is not running or restarted if it is running. A Timer is always started or restarted from its initial value. The duration of a timer is not updated until it is stopped or expires (e.g. due to BWP switching). When the MAC entity applies zero value for a timer, the timer shall be started and immediately expire unless explicitly stated otherwise.
NOTE 2:	In this version of the specification, the SRS in the procedural description includes Positioning SRS except for the Positioning SRS for transmission in RRC_INACTIVE as in clause 5.26. Positioning SRS except for the Positioning SRS for transmission in RRC_INACTIVE is treated the same as SRS by the UE unless explicitly stated otherwise.
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[bookmark: _Toc109217528]5.1.2	Random Access Resource selection
If the selected RA_TYPE is set to 4-stepRA, the MAC entity shall:
1>	if the Random Access procedure was initiated for SpCell beam failure recovery (as specified in clause 5.17); and
1>	if the beamFailureRecoveryTimer (in clause 5.17) is either running or not configured; and
1>	if the contention-free Random Access Resources for beam failure recovery request associated with any of the SSBs and/or CSI-RSs have been explicitly provided by RRC; and
1>	if at least one of the SSBs with SS-RSRP above rsrp-ThresholdSSB amongst the SSBs in candidateBeamRSList or the CSI-RSs with CSI-RSRP above rsrp-ThresholdCSI-RS amongst the CSI-RSs in candidateBeamRSList is available:
2>	select an SSB with SS-RSRP above rsrp-ThresholdSSB amongst the SSBs in candidateBeamRSList or a CSI-RS with CSI-RSRP above rsrp-ThresholdCSI-RS amongst the CSI-RSs in candidateBeamRSList;
2>	if CSI-RS is selected, and there is no ra-PreambleIndex associated with the selected CSI-RS:
3>	set the PREAMBLE_INDEX to a ra-PreambleIndex corresponding to the SSB in candidateBeamRSList which is quasi-colocated with the selected CSI-RS as specified in TS 38.214 [7].
2>	else:
3>	set the PREAMBLE_INDEX to a ra-PreambleIndex corresponding to the selected SSB or CSI-RS from the set of Random Access Preambles for beam failure recovery request.
1>	else if the ra-PreambleIndex has been explicitly provided by PDCCH; and
1>	if the ra-PreambleIndex is not 0b000000:
2>	set the PREAMBLE_INDEX to the signalled ra-PreambleIndex;
2>	select the SSB signalled by PDCCH.
1>	else if the contention-free Random Access Resources associated with SSBs have been explicitly provided in rach-ConfigDedicated and at least one SSB with SS-RSRP above rsrp-ThresholdSSB amongst the associated SSBs is available:
2>	select an SSB with SS-RSRP above rsrp-ThresholdSSB amongst the associated SSBs;
2>	set the PREAMBLE_INDEX to a ra-PreambleIndex corresponding to the selected SSB.
1>	else if the contention-free Random Access Resources associated with CSI-RSs have been explicitly provided in rach-ConfigDedicated and at least one CSI-RS with CSI-RSRP above rsrp-ThresholdCSI-RS amongst the associated CSI-RSs is available:
2>	select a CSI-RS with CSI-RSRP above rsrp-ThresholdCSI-RS amongst the associated CSI-RSs;
2>	set the PREAMBLE_INDEX to a ra-PreambleIndex corresponding to the selected CSI-RS.
1>	else if the Random Access procedure was initiated for SI request (as specified in TS 38.331 [5]); and
1>	if the Random Access Resources for SI request have been explicitly provided by RRC:
2>	if at least one of the SSBs with SS-RSRP above rsrp-ThresholdSSB is available:
3>	select an SSB with SS-RSRP above rsrp-ThresholdSSB.
2>	else:
3>	select any SSB.
2>	select a Random Access Preamble corresponding to the selected SSB, from the Random Access Preamble(s) determined according to ra-PreambleStartIndex as specified in TS 38.331 [5];
2>	set the PREAMBLE_INDEX to selected Random Access Preamble.
1>	else (i.e. for the contention-based Random Access preamble selection):
2>	if at least one of the SSBs with SS-RSRP above rsrp-ThresholdSSB is available:
3>	select an SSB with SS-RSRP above rsrp-ThresholdSSB.
2>	else:
3>	select any SSB.
2>	if the RA_TYPE is switched from 2-stepRA to 4-stepRA:
3>	if a Random Access Preambles group was selected during the current Random Access procedure:
4>	select the same group of Random Access Preambles as was selected for the 2-step RA type.
3>	else:
4>	if Random Access Preambles group B is configured; and
4>	if the transport block size of the MSGA payload configured in the rach-ConfigDedicated corresponds to the transport block size of the MSGA payload associated with Random Access Preambles group B:
5>	select the Random Access Preambles group B.
4>	else:
5>	select the Random Access Preambles group A.
2>	else if Msg3 buffer is empty:
3>	if Random Access Preambles group B is configured:
4>	if the potential Msg3 size (UL data available for transmission plus MAC subheader(s) and, where required, MAC CEs) is greater than ra-Msg3SizeGroupA and the pathloss is less than PCMAX (of the Serving Cell performing the Random Access Procedure) – preambleReceivedTargetPower – msg3-DeltaPreamble – messagePowerOffsetGroupB; or
4>	if the Random Access procedure was initiated for the CCCH logical channel and the CCCH SDU size plus MAC subheader is greater than ra-Msg3SizeGroupA:
5>	select the Random Access Preambles group B.
4>	else:
5>	select the Random Access Preambles group A.
3>	else:
4>	select the Random Access Preambles group A.
2>	else (i.e. Msg3 is being retransmitted):
3>	select the same group of Random Access Preambles as was used for the Random Access Preamble transmission attempt corresponding to the first transmission of Msg3.
2>	select a Random Access Preamble randomly with equal probability from the Random Access Preambles associated with the selected SSB and the selected Random Access Preambles group;
2>	set the PREAMBLE_INDEX to the selected Random Access Preamble.
1>	if the Random Access procedure was initiated for SI request (as specified in TS 38.331 [5]); and
1>	if ra-AssociationPeriodIndex and si-RequestPeriod are configured:
2>	determine the next available PRACH occasion from the PRACH occasions corresponding to the selected SSB in the association period given by ra-AssociationPeriodIndex in the si-RequestPeriod permitted by the restrictions given by the ra-ssb-OccasionMaskIndex if configured (the MAC entity shall select a PRACH occasion randomly with equal probability amongst the consecutive PRACH occasions according to clause 8.1 of TS 38.213 [6] corresponding to the selected SSB; if Random Access Preamble is transmitted on a non-terrestrial network, the MAC entity shall take into account UE-RP RTT when determining the next available PRACH occasion corresponding to the selected CSI-RS).
1>	else if an SSB is selected above:
2>	determine the next available PRACH occasion from the PRACH occasions corresponding to the selected SSB permitted by the restrictions given by the ra-ssb-OccasionMaskIndex if configured, or ssb-SharedRO-MaskIndex if configured, or indicated by PDCCH (the MAC entity shall select a PRACH occasion randomly with equal probability amongst the consecutive PRACH occasions according to clause 8.1 of TS 38.213 [6] regardless the FR2 UL gap, corresponding to the selected SSB; the MAC entity may take into account the possible occurrence of measurement gaps and MUSIM gaps when determining the next available PRACH occasion corresponding to the selected SSB; if Random Access Preamble is transmitted on a non-terrestrial network, the MAC entity shall take into account the UE-RP RTT when determining the next available PRACH occasion corresponding to the selected SSB).
1>	else if a CSI-RS is selected above:
2>	if there is no contention-free Random Access Resource associated with the selected CSI-RS:
3>	determine the next available PRACH occasion from the PRACH occasions, permitted by the restrictions given by the ra-ssb-OccasionMaskIndex if configured, corresponding to the SSB in candidateBeamRSList which is quasi-colocated with the selected CSI-RS as specified in TS 38.214 [7] (the MAC entity shall select a PRACH occasion randomly with equal probability amongst the consecutive PRACH occasions according to clause 8.1 of TS 38.213 [6] regardless the FR2 UL gap, corresponding to the SSB which is quasi-colocated with the selected CSI-RS; the MAC entity may take into account the possible occurrence of measurement gaps and MUSIM gaps when determining the next available PRACH occasion corresponding to the SSB which is quasi-colocated with the selected CSI-RS; if Random Access Preamble is transmitted on a non-terrestrial network, the MAC entity shall take into account the UE-RP RTT when determining the next available PRACH occasion corresponding to the selected CSI-RS).
2>	else:
3>	determine the next available PRACH occasion from the PRACH occasions in ra-OccasionList corresponding to the selected CSI-RS (the MAC entity shall select a PRACH occasion randomly with equal probability amongst the PRACH occasions occurring simultaneously but on different subcarriers regardless the FR2 UL gap, corresponding to the selected CSI-RS; the MAC entity may take into account the possible occurrence of measurement gaps and MUSIM gaps when determining the next available PRACH occasion corresponding to the selected CSI-RS; if Random Access Preamble is transmitted on a non-terrestrial network, the MAC entity shall take into account the UE-RP RTT when determining the next available PRACH occasion corresponding to the selected CSI-RS).
1>	perform the Random Access Preamble transmission procedure (see clause 5.1.3).
NOTE 1:	When the UE determines if there is an SSB with SS-RSRP above rsrp-ThresholdSSB or a CSI-RS with CSI-RSRP above rsrp-ThresholdCSI-RS, the UE uses the latest unfiltered L1-RSRP measurement.
NOTE 2:	Void.
NOTE 3:	If a RedCap UE in RRC_IDLE or RRC_INACTIVE mode is configured with a BWP indicated by initialDownlinkBWP-RedCap which is not associated with any SSB, SS-RSRP measurement is performed based on the SSB associated with the BWP indicated by initialDownlinkBWP.
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