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	Reason for change:
	SA2 has asked whether a Cat M UE supports interworking with NR (see R2-20000560). 

A Cat M UE is intended to have lower capability than normal LTE UE e.g. support reduced RF bandwidth, support reduced data rates.

Current specification is not clear whether a Cat M UE supports interworking with NR, e.g. can UE signalling Cat M capability and in RRC-Connected mode be redirected or handed over to NR. 

A LTE UE, on the other hand, can operate in bandwidth reduced mode (i.e. UE in CE) and such UE can support interworking with LTE. A UE operating in NR could be handed over/redirected to LTE CE mode.

	
	

	Summary of change:
	1. Clarify BL UE does not support interworking with NR.

Impact analysis

Impacted functionality:
Interworking with NR

Interoperability:
No interoperability issue forseen.
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	Specification unclear whether interworking between Cat M and NR is supported.
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	First change


[bookmark: _Toc20403347][bookmark: _Toc29372853]23.7a	Support of Bandwidth Reduced Low Complexity UEs
A bandwidth reduced low complexity (BL) UE can operate in any LTE system bandwidth but with a limited channel bandwidth of 6 PRBs (corresponding to the maximum channel bandwidth available in a 1.4 MHz LTE system) in downlink and uplink. Interworking with NR is not supported by BL UE.
To enable higher data rates a BL UE can optionally support a larger maximum PDSCH/PUSCH channel bandwidth of 24 PRBs in downlink and a non-BL UE operating in enhanced coverage can optionally support a larger maximum PDSCH/PUSCH channel bandwidth of 24 or 96 PRBs in downlink, and 24 PRBs in uplink in connected mode for unicast transmission. Table 23.7.a-1 summarizes the maximum PDSCH/PUSCH bandwidth in connected mode for unicast transmission depending on the UE category and enhanced coverage mode (see clause 23.7b). The maximum PDSCH/PUSCH channel bandwidth is configured separately for PDSCH and PUSCH via dedicated RRC signaling.
Table 23.7a-1: Maximum PDSCH/PUSCH bandwidth (in PRBs)
	UE category/CE mode
	CE mode A
	CE mode B

	BL (Category M1)
	6/6
	6/6

	BL (Category M2)
	24/24
	24/6

	Non-BL (Category 0 and higher)
	96 (or 24)/24
	96 (or 24)/6



A Category M2 BL UE supports a larger DL and UL maximum TBS size for unicast compared to a Category M1 BL UE. A Category M1 BL UE may support a larger UL maximum TBS size indicated by a separate UE capability.
A BL UE may access a cell only if the MIB of the cell indicates that scheduling information for SIB1 specific for BL UEs is scheduled. If not, the UE considers the cell as barred.
A BL UE receives a separate occurrence of system information blocks (sent using different time/frequency resources). A BL UE has a transport block size (TBS) limited to 1000 bit for broadcast. The BL UE determines the scheduling information for SIB1 specific for BL UEs based on information in MIB. Scheduling information for other SIBs is given in SIB1 specific for BL UEs. The BCCH modification period for BL UEs is a multiple of the BCCH modification period provided in SIB2. The SIB transmission occasions within an SI-window are provided in the SIB1 specific for BL UEs. A BL UE can acquire SI messages across SI windows. The maximum number of SI messages that can be acquired across SI windows is 4. A BL UE is not required to detect SIB change when in RRC_CONNECTED.
A BL UE is paged based on paging occasions in time domain, and paging narrowbands in frequency domain. The starting subframe of a paging occasion is determined in the same way as the paging occasion in the legacy paging mechanism.
A set of PRACH resources (e.g. time, frequency, preamble), each associated with BL UEs in normal coverage, is provided in SIB. Number of PRACH repetitions and number of maximum preamble transmission attempts for BL UEs in normal coverage are provided in SIB. Time/frequency resources and repetition factor for random access response messages for BL UEs are derived from the used PRACH resources.
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