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1. Overall Description:
RAN1 provides answers to the questions in the following paragraphs.

Q1: How many spare bits should RAN2 specify in 38.331 when scheduling information is present and also when it is not present.
RAN2 kindly asks RAN1 to take this into account when updating the DCI format in TS 38.212.

Answer: From RAN1 perspective, all the DCI bit fields associated with the scheduling information is reserved if DCI carries the short message only. In a similar manner, all the DCI bit fields associated with the short message is reserved if DCI carries the scheduling information only. In other words, RAN1 understands that the overall payload size of DCI carrying the short message and/or the scheduling information is kept constant regardless of which contents are carried by DCI while the bit field size of the short message is constant. 

RAN2 may decide the number of spare bits of the short message for future release. 

RAN1 understands that the impact on the DCI format in TS 38.212 due to the number of spare bits is the number of reserved bits in the DCI. 

Note that according to the current TS 38.212, the number of reserved bits in DCI format 1-0 with CRC scrambled by P-RNTI is 6 bits assuming that the bit field size of the short message is 8 bits.


2. Actions:
To RAN2 group.
ACTION: 	RAN1 respectfully asks RAN2 to take the above information into consideration.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN1 Meetings:
TSG-RAN1 Meeting #94bis		8th – 12th October 2018		Chengdu, China
TSG-RAN1 Meeting #95			12th – 16th November 2018	Spokane, USA

