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Introduction
The Release 19 WI for Network Energy Saving (NES) was approved in RAN#102 [1]. One of the objectives for specification is as follows:
	3. Specify adaptation of common signal/channel transmissions. [RAN1/2/3/4]
· [bookmark: _Hlk158621745]Adaptation of SSB in time domain, e.g. adapting periodicity 
· Adaptation of PRACH in time domain
· Study adaptation of PRACH in spatial domain, e.g. non-uniform PRACH resources per SSB, and specify if found beneficial
· This study is to be done in 2Q’2024 only
· Adaptation of paging occasions including confining the paging occasions in the time domain
· Note: there shall be no paging latency increase
· [bookmark: _Hlk163035902]Note: there shall be no negative impact to legacy UEs, unless significant benefits are shown 



This contribution focuses on relevant aspects concerning the adaptation of common signals and channels, based on the discussions and agreements from RAN1#116 [2], [3]. 
Adaptation of PRACH in Time-Domain
The PRACH capacity can easily become the bottleneck in cellular networks at periods of high load. However, during periods of low load PRACH reception may as well become the reason why a gNB cannot implement larger energy savings. Agreements from RAN1#116 [2], [3] concerning the adaptation of PRACH in time-domain are as follows.
	Agreement
For adaptation of PRACH in time-domain, consider the following adaptation mechanisms for further study
· [bookmark: _Hlk163119584]Adaptation based on configuration of additional[/different] PRACH resources for NES-capable UEs in addition to PRACH resources for legacy UEs (if any)
· Note: NES-capable UEs can use both additional PRACH resources and PRACH resources for legacy UEs
· For the additional PRACH resources,
· Adaptation of PRACH resource periodicity/PRACH occasion 
· Adaptation at PRACH configuration/association period/association pattern period level and SSB to RO mapping cycle
· Adaptation based on extending cell DRX operation for PRACH
· Concentrating ROs in time domain
· Other options are not precluded

Agreement
For the adaptation mechanisms of PRACH in time-domain
· Support at least PRACH adaptation provided by gNB without UE trigger
· FFS: PRACH adaptation with UE trigger
· Note: UE trigger means UE requests adaptation of PRACH
· Study at least the following,
· Dynamic signaling and/or semi-static signaling of PRACH adaptation 
· Adaptation of PRACH transmission according to certain condition 
· Applicability to idle/inactive and/or connected mode UEs
· Which scenarios the adaptation mechanism is applicable to (e.g. cell with both legacy and Rel-19 UE, cell with only Rel-19 UEs)



Note that the approach in the agreement above is key to achieve backward compatibility in PRACH adaptations, as legacy UEs are accommodated. Specifically, the default PRACH resources that are always available and applicable of legacy UEs can be sparce, and as the load increases additional PRACH resources can be added to serve the load created by Rel-19 UEs. 
Arguably, a similar approach can be adopted in general for other common signal periodicity adaptations as well, to support legacy UEs in a backward compatible manner.  In the next section we demonstrate this in more detail, on how a similar approach can be adopted for the case of SSB and SIB1 periodicity adaptation.
Observation 1: A general backward compatible approach can be adopted for adaptation of common signal/channel transmissions, based on load-dependent extra resources for NES-capable UEs, in addition to always-ON sparse resources for legacy UEs.
Adaptation of SSB/SIB-1 periodicity in Time-Domain
Agreements from RAN1#116 [2], [3] concerning the adaptation of SSB periodicity are copied below.
	Agreement
For adaptation of SSB in time-domain, consider the following adaptation mechanisms for further study 
· Adaptation of SSB burst periodicity
· Adaptation based on two SSB configurations where up to two configurations can be active
· Adaptation based on skipping/transmitting some SSB bursts non-uniformly with single SSB configuration
· Adapting the transmitted number of SSBs within a SSB burst
· Cell DTX for SSB adaptation
· Whether to support new SSB burst periodicity value(s)
· Whether to support new SSB burst(s) (i.e. how SSB transmission is made within a burst)
· New compact SSB burst(s) 
· Adapting the position of SSBs within a SSB burst
· Other mechanisms/combinations are not precluded

Agreement
For the adaptation mechanisms of SSB in time-domain, study further applicable scenarios and associated legacy UE impact/handling (if any) based on the following: 
· Applicability to UE in idle/inactive and/or connected mode 
· Applicability to PCell and/or SCell(s)

Agreement
For the adaptation mechanisms of SSB in time-domain, study further following mechanisms: 
· Adaptation mechanism indicated or configured by gNB without UE trigger
· Adaptation triggered by UE (if any)
FFS: Details of associated signaling/indication/configuration



Backward Compatibility of Dynamic SSB/SIB-1 Adaptation
Recalling the note from the WID [1] that “there shall be no negative impact to legacy UEs, unless significant benefits are shown” and considering the second agreement above, we let us see whether SSB periodicity adaptation can  be applicable to legacy idle/inactive and/or connected mode UEs Cells in a backward compatible manner.
[bookmark: _Hlk158719368]During the study phase, one of the main concerns raised for the Technique A1-3 in TR 38.864 [4] was no backward compatibility. However, while this is a legitimate concern, it is not insurmountable. In fact, even Release-15 UEs can camp on cells with different SSB periodicities: 5 ms, 10 ms, 20 ms (the typical case), 40 ms, 80 ms and 160 ms. This opens possibility for a backward compatible design of SSB/SIB-1 adaptation. What really would cause difficulties to legacy UEs is not a sparse energy saving period, but frequent changes. A legacy UE would not be able to cope, for example, with SSB which vanishes suddenly. A backward-compatible design of dynamic SSB/SIB-1 time domain adaptation needs to ensure legacy UEs perceive a constant SSB period.  
Observation 2: A backward-compatible design of dynamic SSB/SIB-1 time domain adaptation needs to ensure legacy UEs perceive a constant SSB period.  
Proposal 1: RAN1 specification for SSB/SIB1 periodicity adaptation should be applicable to
· Adaptation in both single-cell and multi-cell scenarios 
· Adaptation for idle/inactive and connected UEs,
and should include potential techniques to handle legacy UEs.
Many of the discussions of dynamic SSB/SIB-1 adaptation revolved around having a default SSB period (e.g. 20 ms) and during periods of low load SSB transmissions are omitted to save energy. That creates difficulties and would not be understood by legacy UEs. Instead, in order to achieve a backward-compatible design, the default behavior, at least in SCells, should be to have a sparse SSB period (e.g. 80 or 160 ms) and when the load increases further SSB occasions are added to make sure the best performance is attainable. The complete envisioned operation is as follows:
· To make sure there are no issues on initial cell search, on a coverage layer (e.g. PCell), SSB periods can be transmitted with legacy 20 ms period and SIB-1 at legacy 160 ms period with 8 repetitions.
· At least on capacity layers (SCells), and optionally on the coverage layer (with acceptable impact on initial access performance) as well:
The baseline configuration defines only sparse SSBs with a large periodicity (e.g. 80 ms or 160 ms)
· SIB-1 signals as usual, the configuration understood by legacy UEs, i.e. 80 ms or 160 ms on ssbperiodicityServingCell
· During times the network has more load, complementary SSBs are also transmitted to achieve the typical performance needed (e.g. an effective 20 ms period) in initial access and measurements. By complementary SSBs we mean SSBs which complement the already existing period of Sparse SSBs to achieve a shorter periodicity. This concept is illustrated in Figure 2. 
· These complementary SSBs may be based on NCD-SSBs. This would make sure that legacy UEs can still find them, measure them, and synchronize to them but make them search for the sparse SSBs to obtain System Information with the proper periodicity information.  


[image: A graph of different colored bars

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
[bookmark: _Ref159216623]Figure 2 – Sparse SSBs are always transmitted at constant rate to serve legacy UEs. Complementary SSBs are added to dynamically adapt the SSB rate.

Such an operation allows for a high degree of backward compatibility. First and foremost, legacy UEs can always be served by the coverage layer and the coverage layer can attain initial access performance. Second, legacy UEs can still access the capacity cells and can be camped on it. The legacy UEs perceive the energy saving cells as legacy cell. Last, but not least, the network can adapt and save a lot of energy by adding or removing complementary SSBs dynamically. Rel-19 UEs may understand this adaptation, e.g. to optimize the schedule of measurements, but legacy UEs can also operate normally. 
Proposal 2: The adaptation of SSB periodicity is made backward compatible by defining complementary SSB occasions that can be added when the network needs to serve more traffic.
Joint Adaptation of SSB and SIB1
During the study phase [4], 3GPP identified significant potential in adapting the transmission rate of common signals, namely Synchronization Signal Blocks (SSB), System Information Block Type 1 (SIB-1) and paging occasions. Also, in relation to that, the reception rate of RACH may be adapted accordingly. Different views emerged during the study phase. Some contributions considered each signal being adapted completely independently while other contributions considered joint adaptation of the different common signals.
Solely adjusting the periodicity of SSB without adapting the other signals may not be sufficient for maximizing energy savings. In addition to modifying the SSB periodicity, it is essential to adapt the periodicity (including repetition period) of SIB-1 accordingly. Adjusting their periodicities in tandem is crucial for optimizing energy savings and maintaining network performance.
Observation 3: Solely adjusting the periodicity of SSB without adapting the other signals may not be sufficient for maximizing energy savings. It is essential to adapt the periodicity (including repetition period) of SIB-1 accordingly.
Paging and RACH could be adapted more independently to the adaptation of SSB/SIB-1. The reason is that, for paging, the typical cycles can be already sparser to accommodate SSB/SIB-1 adaptations (e.g. between 20 ms and 160 ms). In the case of RACH, the need to adapt together or not with SSB/SIB-1 depends on the duplexing type (TDD vs FDD), the UL/DL ratio in TDD, gNB power consumption and the support for initial beam management. 
Adjusting the periodicity of SSB/SIB-1 holds promise for substantial energy savings by enabling gNBs to enter deeper sleep modes. Typically, with SSB/SIB-1 transmissions occurring every 20 ms, gNBs can only achieve light sleep mode. However, to access deep sleep mode and unlock greater energy savings, the interval between transmissions would need to exceed, for example, 50 ms as per the Category 1 settings assumed in [2]. Such adjustment of SSB/SIB-1 periodicity allows the gNBs to optimize energy consumption effectively. As shown in Figure 1, in scenarios with no network load, increasing the periodicity of SSB/SIB-1 transmissions to 160 ms from the current 20 ms can result in energy savings of up to 70% for the gNB. However, when the network load increases to 10%, this saving may decrease to 20%, but it remains a substantial reduction in energy consumption.
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[bookmark: _Ref159216027]Figure 1 – Energy saving gains for joint SSB/SIB-1 period adaptation compared to a 20 ms baseline for 2 different PRB occupations. 
[bookmark: _Hlk158719342]
Observation 4: Adaptation the periodicity of SSB and SIB-1 can result in high energy savings at low to medium loads. 
Proposal 3: Joint SSB/SIB-1 period adaptation should be considered for Rel-19.
Adaptation of Paging Occasions
Agreements from RAN1#116 [2], [3] concerning the adaptation of paging are copied below.
	Agreement
For adaptation of paging, 
· Study further from RAN1 perspective, techniques for adaptation of paging occasions in time-domain and achievable network energy savings
· Note: Specification details for PO/PF determination and paging-related configuration/procedures to be handled by RAN2



Conventionally, paging occasions (POs) in cellular networks are distributed across time to ensure distributing the paging load over time for timely delivery of paging messages to UEs. Distributing the POs throughout time, however, may lead to energy consumption inefficiency in the network. Compact design for the POs concentrated within specific time slots can potentially yield energy savings by allowing gNB to enter deeper sleep modes during idle periods. Transition to compact POs, however, may not be recognizable for the legacy UEs, which are accustomed to the dispersed nature of traditional paging schemes. Therefore, transitions to compact POs must include provisions to ensure backward compatibility for legacy UEs, ensuring uninterrupted service and a smooth transition to the new scheme.
Proposal 4: RAN1 should ensure that techniques to adapt paging occasions for NES must include provisions to ensure backward compatibility for legacy UEs.
Conclusions
In this contribution, we discussed some aspects of Common signals adaptation for NES. The following observations and proposals have been made:

Observation 1: A general backward compatible approach can be adopted for adaptation of common signal/channel transmissions, based on load-dependent extra resources for NES-capable UEs, in addition to always-ON sparse resources for legacy UEs.

Observation 2: A backward-compatible design of dynamic SSB/SIB-1 time domain adaptation needs to ensure legacy UEs perceive a constant SSB period.  
Observation 3: Solely adjusting the periodicity of SSB without adapting the other signals may not be sufficient for maximizing energy savings. It is essential to adapt the periodicity (including repetition period) of SIB-1 accordingly.
Observation 4: Adaptation the periodicity of SSB and SIB-1 can result in high energy savings at low to medium loads.

Proposal 1: RAN1 specification for SSB/SIB1 periodicity adaptation should be applicable to
· Adaptation in both single-cell and multi-cell scenarios 
· Adaptation for idle/inactive and connected UEs,
and should include potential techniques to handle legacy UEs.
Proposal 2: The adaptation of SSB periodicity is made backward compatible by defining complementary SSB occasions that can be added when the network needs to serve more traffic.
Proposal 3: Joint SSB/SIB-1 period adaptation should be considered for Rel-19.
Proposal 4: RAN1 should ensure that techniques to adapt paging occasions for NES must include provisions to ensure backward compatibility for legacy UEs.
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