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1 Introduction
The configuration of 2-step RA resources for eRedCap UEs has been discussed in RAN2, and the related LS has been sent to RAN1 as follows [1]. The contribution mainly focuses on the response to related LS.
	1. Overall Description:

RAN2 had a discussion on how to configure 2-step RA resources for eRedCap UEs. RAN2 decided to recommend RAN1 to support 2-step RA for eRedCap UEs on 2-step eRedCap resources. If this is not agreeable RAN2 will assume that 2-step RA for eRedCap is not supported at all.

It was also agreed that the following is not specified from RAN2 standpoint: the case where an eRedCap UE uses 2-step RedCap RA resources when 2-step eRedCap RA resources are not configured. If this is agreeable to RAN1, RAN2 will specify that an eRedCap UE that falls back from 2-step random access (using the 2-step eRedCap RA resources) shall use the 4-step eRedCap RA resources.

2. Actions:

To RAN1

ACTION: 
RAN2 kindly asks RAN1 to take the information above into consideration and recommends RAN1 to respond before the RAN2#126 meeting at the latest. 


2 Discussion 
The configuration and determination of 2-step RACH resources have been extensively discussed in RAN2 for several meetings. However, from RAN2 specification perspective, it is too complicated if only supports eRedCap-specific 4-step RACH resources but not support separate 2-step RACH resources. So, RAN2 has sent one LS to RAN1 to reconsider whether support eRedCap-specific 2-step RACH resources.

 2-step RACH could provide low random access latency for some eRedCap services, such as safety sensors. So, it is essential to support 2-step RACH for eRedCap. Furthermore, the configuration of eRedCap-specific 2-step RACH resources provides benefits for gNB scheduling in fallback scenarios. For instance, if the gNB fails to successfully receive MsgA PUSCH, the fallback RAR can allocate suitable Msg3 PUSCH resources to the eRedCap, given that separate 2-step RACH is configured for eRedCap.

Moreover, the similar early indication design for Rel-17 RedCap can be supported for Rel-18 eRedCap. This provides the potential for the gNB to configure eRedCap-specific 2-step RACH resources and eRedCap-specific 4-step RACH resources, based on the gNB's implementation.
Proposal 1: Support separate 2-step RACH resources for eRedCap. 
3 Conclusion  
In this contribution, we discuss the support of 2-step RACH for eRedCap UEs. Based on the discussion, our views are summarized as follows.

Proposal 1: Support separate 2-step RACH resources for eRedCap. 
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