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[bookmark: _Ref521334010]Introduction
RAN2 has sent LS to TSG RAN1 on 2-step random access for eRedCap [1]. In the LS, RAN2 recommend RAN1 to support 2-step RACH resources for Rel-18 RedCap UEs, i.e. eRedCap UEs.
	1. Overall Description:
RAN2 had a discussion on how to configure 2-step RA resources for eRedCap UEs. RAN2 decided to recommend RAN1 to support 2-step RA for eRedCap UEs on 2-step eRedCap resources. If this is not agreeable RAN2 will assume that 2-step RA for eRedCap is not supported at all.

It was also agreed that the following is not specified from RAN2 standpoint: the case where an eRedCap UE uses 2-step RedCap RA resources when 2-step eRedCap RA resources are not configured. If this is agreeable to RAN1, RAN2 will specify that an eRedCap UE that falls back from 2-step random access (using the 2-step eRedCap RA resources) shall use the 4-step eRedCap RA resources.

2. Actions:
To RAN1
ACTION: 	RAN2 kindly asks RAN1 to take the information above into consideration and recommends RAN1 to respond before the RAN2#126 meeting at the latest.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG2 Meetings:
TSG-RAN WG2 Meeting #125bis	15th - 19th April 2024		Changsha, China
TSG-RAN WG2 Meeting #126	20th - 24th May 2024 		Fukuoka, Japan


In this contribution, we share our views on reply LS to RAN2 from view of RAN1.
Discussion
In RAN1#113, the following agreement was achieved [2], which determined not to support additional early indication in MsgA PRACH.
	Agreement
· For the “FFS: value(s) of X”,
· X = 1/0.5 ms for 15/30 kHz SCS
· Legacy default TDRA table and Δ are reused.
· A network-configurable additional separate early indication in Msg1 for Rel-18 eRedCap UEs is supported.
· When Msg1 indication for Rel-18 eRedCap UEs is configured, it is used by Rel-18 eRedCap UEs (with or without UE BB bandwidth reduction).
· When Msg1 indication for Rel-18 eRedCap UEs is not configured while Msg1 indication for Rel-17 RedCap UEs is configured, Rel-18 eRedCap UEs shall share the PRACH that is configured for Rel-17 RedCap UEs.
· Note: Rel-18 eRedCap UEs will be differentiated from Rel-17 RedCap UEs based on Msg3 of Rel-18 eRedCap UEs.
· Additional early indication in MsgA PRACH is not supported.


The main reasons for not supporting additional MsgA in 2-step RACH were: 
· MsgA PUSCH should carry eRedCap-dedicated LCID, which naturally satisfies the need of additional early indication.
· Avoid unnecessary RACH resource partitioning, which is already serious after Rel-17. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]But the group saw some benefit to support early indication in Msg1 in 4-step RACH. That’s  how the above agreement was achieved, as a compromise between two camps with different views. 
Nevertheless, RAN1 did not foreseen that the compromised decision will create complicated troubles from RAN2’s perspective. According to some feedback, RAN2 will assume that 2-step RACH for eRedCap is not supported at all, if RAN1 still holds the view on not supporting MsgA PRACH resources for 2-step RACH for eRedCap. Overall, in our view, it is better to support 2-step RACH for eRedCap, though some redundancy on early indication or RACH over-partitioning may occur. 
Proposal: RAN1 confirms the support on MsgA PRACH resources for 2-step RACH for eRedCap.
Conclusion
In this contribution, we provide our views on reply LS to RAN2 on 2-step RACH for eRedCap, and propose the following proposal.
Proposal: RAN1 confirms the support on MsgA PRACH resources for 2-step RACH for eRedCap.
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