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1. Introduction
For Rel-18 eDSS enhancement, further study on the benefit and necessity of supporting NR PDCCH reception in symbols with LTE CRS REs is captured in WID [1] as follows

· Study and if needed specify NR PDCCH reception in symbols with LTE CRS REs. [RAN1]
· Investigate enabling LTE CRS to puncture NR PDCCH, including the impact to NR PDCCH DMRS if there is the performance gain from the additional PDCCH resources.

  In RAN1 #110 meeting, the following agreements have been achieved to support NR PDCCH reception in symbols with LTE CRS REs.   

Agreement
If the feature “Reception of NR PDCCH candidates that overlap with LTE CRS REs “is supported, it is RAN1 understanding that the feature is supported by UE performing channel estimation with a regular legacy DMRS pattern in frequency dimension, i.e., no change to UE assumption on PDCCH DMRS RE positions/pattern in a symbol that are used for the purpose of channel estimation.

Agreement
Reception of NR PDCCH candidates that overlap with LTE CRS REs is supported by Rel18 UEs
PDCCH candidates and PDCCH-DMRS RE mapping are based on that of R15 from UE side.
Note: depends on UE capability 
Following options can be used for PDCCH-DMRS channel estimation
· legacy CE assumption 
· RAN1 consider support this, if no RAN4 performance requirements are defined
· CE on clean symbol(s) only (this channel estimation option does not apply for 1 symbol CORESET)

Note: Restriction on the symbols and/or LTE CRS patterns applicable for above agreements can be considered during UE capability session.

In RAN1 #112bis-e meeting, an initial UE feature list is agreed with several open discussions and our view are shown as follows.

2. [bookmark: _Ref494794648]UE feature design
FG52-1

In RAN1 #110 meeting, it has been agreed that reception of NR PDCCH candidates that overlap with LTE CRS REs is supported in Rel-18 and PDCCH candidates and PDCCH-DMRS RE mapping follow the same mapping as legacy, i.e., PDCCH are not rate-matched around LTE CRS. Furthermore, to resolve companies concern on the channel estimation complexity based on punctured PDCCH DMRS by LTE CRS, two channel estimation assumptions are supported for Rel-18 eDSS feature from RAN1 point of view, which are legacy channel estimation assumption and channel estimation on PDCCH symbols not overlapped with LTE CRS. In addition, legacy channel estimation is considered to be supported only if RAN4 provide no requirement for such case.

Based on the current agreements, there can be two possible outcomes for legacy channel estimation assumption depending on RAN4 discussion. One outcome is RAN4 define no requirement for the case and the legacy channel estimation is considered for Rel-18 eDSS feature. The other outcome could be RAN4 define the associated requirement and whether legacy channel estimation can be configured needs further RAN1 discussion. To avoid pending feature design based on RAN4 discussion, we propose channel estimation based on clean symbol should be assumed as baseline for Rel-18 eDSS feature. However, it is not typical to report UE capability on the channel estimation method and we suggest to reflect the channel estimation assumption by CORESET configuration. In RAN1#112bis-e meeting, few companies raised the concern that potential misalignment of expectation on PDCCH performance could occur at network side if how CE option is implemented at UE side is not reported. Such concerns can be addressed by associated RAN4 requirement and there is no need for revealing UE implementation details.  
   

[bookmark: _Hlk131672133][bookmark: _Ref111145400]Proposal 1: Update component 2 of FG 52-1 as follows.
	52. NR_DSS_enh
	52-1
	Reception of NR PDCCH candidates overlapping with LTE CRS REs
	Reception of NR PDCCH candidates that overlap with LTE CRS REs within a NR carrier using 15 kHz SCS

1) Reception of NR PDCCH candidates in REs that overlap with LTE CRS when UE is provided with LTE CRS RM pattern by configuration of one CRS rate matching pattern [via lte-CRS-ToMatchAround]

[2) PDCCH-DMRS channel estimation 
Value 1: PDCCH-DMRS channel estimation based on legacy CE assumption
Value 2: for CORESET duration greater than 1 symbol, PDCCH-DMRS channel estimation based on PDCCH-DMRS REs in symbols not overlapping with LTE CRS
Other values FFS]
Reception of an NR PDCCH candidate that overlaps with LTE CRS REs when at least one PDCCH symbol of the NR PDCCH is not overlapped with LTE CRS

[3) Reception of NR PDCCH candidates that overlap with LTE CRS REs only on the 2nd symbol of an NR slot]

[4) NR PDCCH that overlaps with LTE CRS REs is in [Type-1 CSS with dedicated RRC configuration, Type-3 CSS, and/or] USS that are monitored within the first 3 OFDM symbols of a slot]
	5-28
	Yes
	N/A
	UE is not required to support reception of NR PDCCH candidates overlapping with LTE CRS REs when it is provided with LTE CRS RM pattern by higher layers 
	[Per Band]
	[No]
	[No]
	[N/A]
	[Component 2 candidate value set: {Value 1, Value2, other values FFS}]

[Component 3 candidate value set: {Value 1, other values FFS}]

[Note: From UE perspective, PDCCH candidates and PDCCH-DMRS RE mapping are based on that of R15] 

[Note: For component 2, RAN1 consider support legacy CE only if no RAN4 performance requirements are defined for this option]

Note: it is RAN1 understanding that the feature is supported by UE performing channel estimation with a regular legacy DMRS pattern in frequency dimension, i.e., no change to UE assumption on PDCCH DMRS RE positions/pattern in a symbol that are used for the purpose of channel estimation.
	Optional with capability signaling



FG52-2

FG52-2 is introduced for UE to signal the support of configuration of two LTE-CRS overlapping rate matching patterns within a part of NR carrier using 15 kHz overlapping with a LTE carrier. In particular, the two overlapping LTE-CRS rate-matching patterns are from lte-CRS-PatternList3-r18 and lte-CRS-PatternList4-r18, respectively, instead of from only one single list. Furthermore, the restriction of lte-CRS-PatternList3-r18 and lte-CRS-PatternList4-r18 is agreed to follow the legacy configuration rule of lte-CRS-PatternList1-r16 and lte-CRS-PatternList2-r16, as shown below. We suggest to include those rules in the FG as notes to reflect the agreement and clarify the design.

Agreement
· Introduce two new RRC parameters lte-CRS-PatternList3-r18 and lte-CRS-PatternList4-r18 in ServingCellConfig around which the UE shall do rate matching for PDSCH scheduled by PDCCH with CRC scrambled by C-RNTI, MCS-C-RNTI, CS-RNTI, or PDSCHs with SPS. 
· The network does not configure lte-CRS-PatternList3-r18 and any of lte-CRS-ToMatchAround, lte-CRS-PatternList1-r16 and lte-CRS-PatternList2-r16 simultaneously. Lte-CRS-PatternList4-r18 is configured only if lte-CRS-PatternList3-r18 is configured in ServingCellConfig. 
· For case when UE is not configured with two different values of coresetPoolIndex in ControlResourceSet, and configured with lte-CRS-PatternList3-r18 and lte-CRS-PatternList4-r18, both lte-CRS-PatternList3-r18 and lte-CRS-PatternList4-r18 are applied
· For case when UE is configured with two different values of coresetPoolIndex in ControlResourceSet, and configured with lte-CRS-PatternList3-r18 and lte-CRS-PatternList4-r18
· If UE is configured with crs-RateMatch-PerCoresetPoolIndex, lte-CRS-PatternList3-r18 is applied if the PDSCH is associated with coresetPoolIndex set to ‘0’, and lte-CRS-PatternList4-r18 is applied if the PDSCH is associated with coresetPoolIndex set to ‘1’
· Otherwise, both lte-CRS-PatternList3-r18 and lte-CRS-PatternList4-r18 are applied.
· The legacy configuration rule in TS 38.331 is applied in Rel-18 DSS, i.e., 
· “The first LTE CRS pattern in lte-CRS-PatternList4 shall be fully overlapping in frequency with the first LTE CRS pattern in lte-CRS-PatternList3, The second LTE CRS pattern in this list shall be fully overlapping in frequency with the second LTE CRS pattern in lte-CRS-PatternList3, and so on.”

[bookmark: _Ref134714453]Proposal 2: Include following notes in FG 52-2 as follows.

	52. NR_DSS_enh
	52-2
	Two LTE-CRS overlapping rate matching patterns within a part of NR carrier using 15 kHz overlapping with a LTE carrier [(regardless of support or configuration of multi-TRP)]
	1) Support of two LTE-CRS overlapping rate matching patterns configured by lte-CRS-PatternList3-r18 and lte-CRS-PatternList4-r18 within a part of NR carrier using 15 kHz overlapping with a LTE carrier [(regardless of support or configuration of multi-TRP)]
2) Maximum number of LTE-CRS rate matching patterns in total within a NR carrier using 15 kHz SCS: {2,3,4,5,6}
· FFS: total number reported by UE in FG 14-1 and FG 52-2 shall not exceed 6
· FFS: Note: If a UE supports FG52-2 and FG14-1, the maximum numbers reported for FG 52-2 should be equal to or larger than the numbers reported for FG 14-1
3) Maximum number of LTE-CRS non-overlapping rate matching patterns within a NR carrier using 15 kHz SCS: {1,2,3}
· FFS: total number reported by UE in FG 14-1 and FG 52-2 shall not exceed 3
· FFS: Note: If a UE supports FG52-2 and FG14-1, the maximum numbers reported for FG 52-2 should be equal to or larger than the numbers reported for FG 14-1
	[5-28]
	Yes
	N/A
	[UE support for two overlapping LTE-CRS RM patterns within a part of NR carrier using 15 kHz overlapping with a LTE carrier when UE is not supporting or configured with multi-TRP is not enabled]
	[Per Band]
	[No] 
	[No]
	[N/A]
	FFS: Note: If a UE supports FG52-2 and FG14-1, the maximum numbers reported for FG 52-2 should be equal to or larger than the numbers reported for FG 14-1

Note: The LTE CRS patterns in  lte-CRS-PatternList3-r18  shall be non-overlapping in frequency

Note:The first LTE CRS pattern in lte-CRS-PatternList4 shall be fully overlapping in frequency with the first LTE CRS pattern in lte-CRS-PatternList3, The second LTE CRS pattern in this list shall be fully overlapping in frequency with the second LTE CRS pattern in lte-CRS-PatternList3, and so on
	Optional with capability singaling



FG52-3

In addition to FG 52-1a, support of reception of NR PDCCH candidates overlapping with LTE CRS REs when two LTE-CRS overlapping rate matching patterns are configured is discussed. The benefit of such feature has not been justified in any of the contributions submitted by companies, based on our understanding. In fact, during WI phase, no company has evaluated such scenario and it is not clear to us whether such scenario can even improve PDCCH capacity, which is the goal of the WI. Therefore, without further evaluation results, we suggest not to support such feature.

[bookmark: _Ref134714469]Proposal 3: The capability to indicate the “support of reception of NR PDCCH candidates in REs that overlap with LTE CRS when UE is provided with LTE CRS RM patterns by configuration of two overlapping CRS rate matching patterns” is not introduced in Rel-18.

3. Conclusion
In summary, we have the following observation and proposals:

Proposal 1: Update component 2 of FG 52-1 as follows.

	52. NR_DSS_enh
	52-1
	Reception of NR PDCCH candidates overlapping with LTE CRS REs
	Reception of NR PDCCH candidates that overlap with LTE CRS REs within a NR carrier using 15 kHz SCS

1) Reception of NR PDCCH candidates in REs that overlap with LTE CRS when UE is provided with LTE CRS RM pattern by configuration of one CRS rate matching pattern [via lte-CRS-ToMatchAround]

[2) PDCCH-DMRS channel estimation 
Value 1: PDCCH-DMRS channel estimation based on legacy CE assumption
Value 2: for CORESET duration greater than 1 symbol, PDCCH-DMRS channel estimation based on PDCCH-DMRS REs in symbols not overlapping with LTE CRS
Other values FFS]
Reception of a NR PDCCH candidate that overlaps with LTE CRS REs when at least one PDCCH symbol of the NR PDCCH is not overlapped with LTE CRS

[3) Reception of NR PDCCH candidates that overlap with LTE CRS REs only on the 2nd symbol of an NR slot]

[4) NR PDCCH that overlaps with LTE CRS REs is in [Type-1 CSS with dedicated RRC configuration, Type-3 CSS, and/or] USS that are monitored within the first 3 OFDM symbols of a slot]
	5-28
	Yes
	N/A
	UE is not required to support reception of NR PDCCH candidates overlapping with LTE CRS REs when it is provided with LTE CRS RM pattern by higher layers 
	[Per Band]
	[No]
	[No]
	[N/A]
	[Component 2 candidate value set: {Value 1, Value2, other values FFS}]

[Component 3 candidate value set: {Value 1, other values FFS}]

[Note: From UE perspective, PDCCH candidates and PDCCH-DMRS RE mapping are based on that of R15] 

[Note: For component 2, RAN1 consider support legacy CE only if no RAN4 performance requirements are defined for this option]

Note: it is RAN1 understanding that the feature is supported by UE performing channel estimation with a regular legacy DMRS pattern in frequency dimension, i.e., no change to UE assumption on PDCCH DMRS RE positions/pattern in a symbol that are used for the purpose of channel estimation.
	Optional with capability signaling


Proposal 2: Including following notes in FG 52-2 as follows.
	52. NR_DSS_enh
	52-2
	Two LTE-CRS overlapping rate matching patterns within a part of NR carrier using 15 kHz overlapping with a LTE carrier [(regardless of support or configuration of multi-TRP)]
	1) Support of two LTE-CRS overlapping rate matching patterns configured by lte-CRS-PatternList3-r18 and lte-CRS-PatternList4-r18 within a part of NR carrier using 15 kHz overlapping with a LTE carrier [(regardless of support or configuration of multi-TRP)]
2) Maximum number of LTE-CRS rate matching patterns in total within a NR carrier using 15 kHz SCS: {2,3,4,5,6}
· FFS: total number reported by UE in FG 14-1 and FG 52-2 shall not exceed 6
· FFS: Note: If a UE supports FG52-2 and FG14-1, the maximum numbers reported for FG 52-2 should be equal to or larger than the numbers reported for FG 14-1
3) Maximum number of LTE-CRS non-overlapping rate matching patterns within a NR carrier using 15 kHz SCS: {1,2,3}
· FFS: total number reported by UE in FG 14-1 and FG 52-2 shall not exceed 3
· FFS: Note: If a UE supports FG52-2 and FG14-1, the maximum numbers reported for FG 52-2 should be equal to or larger than the numbers reported for FG 14-1
	[5-28]
	Yes
	N/A
	[UE support for two overlapping LTE-CRS RM patterns within a part of NR carrier using 15 kHz overlapping with a LTE carrier when UE is not supporting or configured with multi-TRP is not enabled]
	[Per Band]
	[No] 
	[No]
	[N/A]
	FFS: Note: If a UE supports FG52-2 and FG14-1, the maximum numbers reported for FG 52-2 should be equal to or larger than the numbers reported for FG 14-1

Note: The LTE CRS patterns in  lte-CRS-PatternList3-r18  shall be non-overlapping in frequency

Note:The first LTE CRS pattern in lte-CRS-PatternList4 shall be fully overlapping in frequency with the first LTE CRS pattern in lte-CRS-PatternList3, The second LTE CRS pattern in this list shall be fully overlapping in frequency with the second LTE CRS pattern in lte-CRS-PatternList3, and so on
	Optional with capability singaling



Proposal 3: The capability to indicate the “support of reception of NR PDCCH candidates in REs that overlap with LTE CRS when UE is provided with LTE CRS RM patterns by configuration of two overlapping CRS rate matching patterns” is not introduced in Rel-18.
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