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1 Background
In RAN1#104b-e, there was a discussion on prioritization rules for SRS carrier switching under [104b-e-NR-7.1CRs-02]. During this discussion, there seemed to be a misalignment between companies on how the prioritization is performed for SRS carrier switching. More specifically, the following two interpretations were mentioned:
· Alt 1: The prioritization rules apply only between the source CC and the target CC.
· Alt 2: The source CC is always dropped. The prioritization rules are between the target CC and other CCs, depending on UE capability.
In RAN1#105-e the discussion continued, and the following agreements were reached:
Agreement
The prioritization rules of SRS carrier switching apply to at least the source CC.
· FFS : Whether the specification needs to be updated or not

Agreement
Down select one from the following two options in RAN1#106-e meeting to determine which UL CCs other than the source CC should be used for SRS carrier switching priority rules:
· Option 1: The UL CCs  in the same band as the source CC
· Option 2: The UL CCs can be any carriers which result in uplink transmissions beyond the UE ’s indicated uplink carrier aggregation capability.
· Companies should indicate how “UE’s indicated uplink CA capability” is derived based on current ASN.1 signaling.


In RAN1#106-e there was no progress on the issues above, but a new issue was discussed regarding how to handle the triggering of multiple CC, and the following agreements were reached.

Agreement
For a target CC, when multiple aperiodic SRS resource sets for carrier switching are triggered by the same DCI and all the SRS resource sets will be transmitted according to the dropping rule, regarding UE behaviour on switching back to the source CC after transmitting one SRS resource set, further discuss the following alternatives:
· Alt 1) The behavior depends on the UE implementation
· Alt 2) UE stays in the target CC in the period between the SRS resource sets.
· Alt 3) If the time period between the SRS resource sets is smaller than the total required RF switching time to the source CC and back to the target CC and a higher priority UL transmission and/or DL reception is not scheduled on the source CC in the time period between the two SRS resources sets, the UE stays in the target CC in the period between the SRS resource sets; otherwise, the UE switches back to the source CC after transmitting each SRS resource set.
· Alt 4) UE switches back to source CC between the SRS resource sets

Agreement
For a target CC, In the case that multiple SRS resource sets are triggered by the same DCI, regarding the applicable timeline(s), further discuss the following alternatives:
· Alt 1) Individual timeline is applied to each triggered SRS resource set
· “Individual timeline” means that for each SRS resource set, the deadline to consider DCI triggering the SRS resource set or other uplink signals is applied and decision is made independently amongst the SRS resource sets.
· Alt 2) The same timeline is applied to all the triggered SRS resource sets
· “Same timeline” means that the deadline to consider DCI triggering the SRS resource sets or other uplink signals is applied considering the multiple SRS resource sets as a whole so that a single decision on collision handling is made for these SRS resource sets.



In RAN1#107, the following was agreed:
Conclusion
Regarding SRS carrier switching priority rules:
· For Rel-16, it is concluded that no modification in specifications should be made to clarify the current UE behaviour or to introduce a new UE behaviour regarding SRS carrier switching priority rules.
· For releases later than Rel-16, it is concluded to consider introducing a new UE capability for indicating simultaneous transmission while switching, and/or clarify the UE behaviour in the case of intra-band CA. 
· Note: If introduced, the new UE capability should always assume no simultaneous transmission while SRS carrier switching for the bands in the band combinations that are signalled to not support simultaneous transmission within BandCombinationList-UplinkTxSwitch.

Agreement
When multiple SRS resource sets for carrier switching are triggered by the same DCI, individual timeline is applied to each triggered SRS resource set (Alt 1 in RAN1 106-e agreement).
· FFS: whether spec change is needed

In RAN1#108, the following was agreed:
Agreement
For SRS carrier switching in Rel-17,
· Introduce prioritization rules for carriers that are in the same band as the source CC for intra-band CA
· Introduce prioritization rules for carriers that are in a different band as the source CC for inter-band CA
· Introduce a new capability

Decision: As per email decision posted on Mar 2nd,
Working Assumption
A new UE capability is defined as below, 
1. For each “source-target” pair (as indicated by srs-SwitchingTimesListNR), the UE can indicate which other bands in the band combination are affected by the SRS switch. If this new indication is missing, the UE defaults to Rel-15 behavior.
2. If the UE indicates the new list of bands, the dropping rules / timelines apply to the bands indicated by the list (requires update in RAN1 specs).
Note: the new UE capability has no impact on the legacy capability txSwitchImpactToRx and txSwitchWithAnotherBand

In this contribution we present our final views on this topic.
2 New capability
The issue of inter-band CA has been discussed extensively for more than a year. The objective of this new capability is to indicate which bands (other than the source band) are interrupted by SRS carrier switching. We propose to confirm the working assumption declared in the previous meeting:
Proposal 1: Confirm the following working assumption for Rel-17:
A new UE capability is defined as below, 
1. For each “source-target” pair (as indicated by srs-SwitchingTimesListNR), the UE can indicate which other bands in the band combination are affected by the SRS switch. If this new indication is missing, the UE defaults to Rel-15 behavior.
2. If the UE indicates the new list of bands, the dropping rules / timelines apply to the bands indicated by the list (requires update in RAN1 specs).


3 Text proposal for TS
In this section we propose necessary modifications to TS 38.214 to implement the behavior agreed in the previous meeting. We take as a baseline the CR in R1-2112413, and add additional modifications on top to capture the following:
1) Both intra-band case (in the original CR) and inter-band case (with the new capability).
2) Remove the text “and that can result in uplink transmissions beyond the UE's indicated uplink carrier aggregation capability”. In our understanding, with the new capabilities and conditions this text is incorrect, since we are explicitly stating at the beginning of subclause 6.2.1.3 whether a carrier is interrupted or not.
Proposal 2: Endorse the TP in Section 3 for TS 38.214 (Rel-17).
<Unchanged parts are omitted>
[bookmark: _Toc11352160][bookmark: _Toc20318050][bookmark: _Toc27299948][bookmark: _Toc29673222][bookmark: _Toc29673363][bookmark: _Toc29674356][bookmark: _Toc36645586][bookmark: _Toc45810635][bookmark: _Toc60777211]6.2.1.3	UE sounding procedure between component carriers
For a carrier of a serving cell d with slot formats comprised of DL and UL symbols, not configured for PUSCH/PUCCH transmission, denote as s0(d) the corresponding carrier of a serving cell whose UL transmissions are temporarily suspended as signalled by higher layer parameter srs-SwitchFromServCellIndex and srs-SwitchFromCarrier. Define the set S(d)= {s0(d)… sN-1(d)} as the set of carriers of serving cells that meet any of the following conditions:
-	si(d) is in the same band as s0(d) and si(d) is in the same TAG as s0(d).
-    Higher layer parameter srs-switchingInterruptionToOtherBand indicates that a switch from d to s0(d) creates an interruption on si(d).
where .
A UE can be configured with SRS resource(s) on a carrier dc1 with slot formats comprised of DL and UL symbols and not configured for PUSCH/PUCCH transmission. For carrier dc1, the UE is configured with higher layer parameter srs-SwitchFromServCellIndex and srs-SwitchFromCarrier the switching from carrier s0(d) c2 which is configured for PUSCH/PUCCH transmission. During SRS transmission on carrier dc1 (including any interruption due to uplink or downlink RF retuning time [11, TS 38.133] as defined by higher layer parameters switchingTimeUL and switchingTimeDL of SRS-SwitchingTimeNR), the UE temporarily suspends the uplink transmission on carrier S(d)c2.
For an SRS transmission starting in symbol  of carrier  and a conflicting transmission in carrier si(d) starting in symbol, where , the UE shall apply the prioritization / dropping rules in the remainder of this subclause taking into account:
· DCI(s) for which the time interval between the last symbol of PDCCH and  is at leastsymbols and an additional time duration ,  and the time interval between the last symbol of PDCCH and  is at least   symbols; and
· semi-persistent CSI reports or SRS considered active at least  symbols and an additional time duration  before , and considered active at least  symbols before .
where , and the time interval unit of OFDM symbol is counted based on the smaller subcarrier spacing across d, si(d) and their corresponding scheduling cells.
The following prioritization rules shall be applied in case of collision between a transmission of SRS over carrier d and transmission of a physical signal/channel over a carrier of a serving cell in set S(d):
-	For a carrier of a serving cell with slot formats comprised of DL and UL symbols, not configured for PUSCH/PUCCH transmission, the UE shall not transmit SRS whenever SRS transmission (including any interruption due to uplink or downlink RF retuning time [11, TS 38.133] as defined by higher layer parameters switchingTimeUL and switchingTimeDL of SRS-SwitchingTimeNR) on the carrier of the serving cell d and PUSCH/PUCCH transmission carrying HARQ-ACK/positive SR/RI/CRI/SSBRI and/or PRACH on a carrier of a serving cell in set S(d) happen to overlap in the same symbol and that can result in uplink transmissions beyond the UE's indicated uplink carrier aggregation capability included in [13, TS 38.306].
-	For a carrier of a serving cell with slot formats comprised of DL and UL symbols, not configured for PUSCH/PUCCH transmission, the UE shall not transmit a periodic/semi-persistent SRS whenever periodic/semi-persistent SRS transmission (including any interruption due to uplink or downlink RF retuning time [11, TS 38.133] as defined by higher layer parameters switchingTimeUL and switchingTimeDL of SRS-SwitchingTimeNR) on the carrier of the serving cell d and PUSCH transmission carrying aperiodic CSI on a carrier of a serving cell in set S(d) happen to overlap in the same symbol and that can result in uplink transmissions beyond the UE's indicated uplink carrier aggregation capability included in [13, TS 38.306]. 
-	For a carrier of a serving cell with slot formats comprised of DL and UL symbols, not configured for PUSCH/PUCCH transmission, the UE shall drop PUCCH/PUSCH transmission carrying periodic CSI comprising only CQI/PMI/L1-RSRP/L1-SINR, and/or SRS transmission on a carrier of a serving cell in set S(d) another serving cell configured for PUSCH/PUCCH transmission whenever the transmission and SRS transmission (including any interruption due to uplink or downlink RF retuning time [11, TS 38.133] as defined by higher layer parameters switchingTimeUL and switchingTimeDL of SRS-SwitchingTimeNR) on the carrier of the serving cell d happen to overlap in the same symbol and that can result in uplink transmissions beyond the UE's indicated uplink carrier aggregation capability included in [13, TS 38.306]. 
-	For a carrier of a serving cell with slot formats comprised of DL and UL symbols, not configured for PUSCH/PUCCH transmission, the UE shall drop PUSCH transmission carrying aperiodic CSI comprising only CQI/PMI/L1-RSRP/L1-SINR on a carrier of a serving cell in set S(d) whenever the transmission and aperiodic SRS transmission (including any interruption due to uplink or downlink RF retuning time [11, TS 38.133]) as defined by higher layer parameters switchingTimeUL and switchingTimeDL of SRS-SwitchingTimeNR) on the carrier of the serving cell d happen to overlap in the same symbol and that can result in uplink transmissions beyond the UE's indicated uplink carrier aggregation capability included in [13, TS 38.306].
For an aperiodic SRS triggered in DCI format 2_3 and if the UE is configured with higher layer parameter srs-TPC-PDCCH-Group set to 'typeA', and given by SRS-CarrierSwitching, without PUSCH/PUCCH transmission, the order of the triggered SRS transmission on the serving cells follow the order of the serving cells in the indicated set of serving cells configured by higher layers, where the UE in each serving cell transmits the configured one or two SRS resource set(s) with higher layer parameter usage set to 'antennaSwitching' and higher layer parameter resourceType in SRS-ResourceSet set to 'aperiodic'. 
For an aperiodic SRS triggered in DCI format 2_3 and if the UE is configured with higher layer parameter srs-TPC-PDCCH-Group set to 'typeB' without PUSCH/PUCCH transmission, the order of the triggered SRS transmission on the serving cells follow the order of the serving cells with aperiodic SRS triggered in the DCI, and the UE in each serving cell transmits the configured one or two SRS resource set(s) with higher layer parameter usage set to 'antennaSwitching' and higher layer parameter resourceType in SRS-ResourceSet set to 'aperiodic'.
[bookmark: _Hlk505675046]If the UE is not configured for PUSCH/PUCCH transmission on carrier c1 with slot formats comprised of DL and UL symbols, and if the UE is not capable of simultaneous reception and transmission on carrier c1 and serving cell c2, the UE is not expected to be configured or indicated with SRS resource(s) such that SRS transmission on carrier c1 (including any interruption due to uplink or downlink RF retuning time [11, TS 38.133] as defined by higher layer parameters switchingTimeUL and switchingTimeDL of SRS-SwitchingTimeNR) would collide with the REs corresponding to the SS/PBCH blocks configured for the UE or the slots belonging to a control resource set indicated by MIB or SIB1 on serving cell c2.
For n-th (n ≥ 1) aperiodic SRS transmission on a cell c, upon detection of a positive SRS request on a grant, the UE shall commence this SRS transmission on the configured symbol and slot provided
-	it is no earlier than the summation of
-	the maximum time duration between the two durations spanned by N OFDM symbols of the numerology of cell c and the cell carrying the grant respectively, and
-	the UL or DL RF retuning time [11, TS 38.133] as defined by higher layer parameters switchingTimeUL and switchingTimeDL of SRS-SwitchingTimeNR,
-	it does not collide with any previous SRS transmissions, or interruption due to UL or DL RF retuning time.
otherwise, n-th SRS transmission is dropped, where N is the reported capability as the minimum time interval in unit of symbols, between the DCI triggering and aperiodic SRS transmission.
[bookmark: _Hlk515873385]In case of inter-band carrier aggregation, a UE can simultaneously transmit SRS and PUCCH/PUSCH across component carriers in different bands subject to the UE's capability.
In case of inter-band carrier aggregation, a UE can simultaneously transmit PRACH and SRS across component carriers in different bands subject to UE's capability.
<Unchanged parts are omitted>

4 Summary
In this contribution we presented our views on remaining issues for SRS carrier switching maintenance. We made the following proposals:
Proposal 1: Confirm the following working assumption for Rel-17:
A new UE capability is defined as below, 
1. For each “source-target” pair (as indicated by srs-SwitchingTimesListNR), the UE can indicate which other bands in the band combination are affected by the SRS switch. If this new indication is missing, the UE defaults to Rel-15 behavior.
2. If the UE indicates the new list of bands, the dropping rules / timelines apply to the bands indicated by the list (requires update in RAN1 specs).

Proposal 2: Endorse the TP in Section 3 for TS 38.214 (Rel-17).
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