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Introduction
In RAN #86, a new study item for Rel-17 was approved to extend NR to up to 71 GHz [1]. This contribution will discuss the channel access mechanism, considering potential interference to/from other nodes, assuming beam based operation, in order to comply with the regulatory requirements applicable to unlicensed spectrum for frequencies between 52.6 GHz and 71 GHz (i.e., 60 GHz unlicensed spectrum). 
General Aspects for Channel Access Mechanism
As identified in our accompany contribution [2], in the targeted carrier frequency range between 52.6 GHz and 71 GHz, only 60 GHz unlicensed spectrum is identified between 57 GHz and 71 GHz, wherein the carrier frequency range between 57 GHz to 66 GHz is globally unlicensed, while the carrier frequency range between 66 GHz and 71 GHz is only applicable in US at least for now. 

ETSI regulation for the operating on the 60 GHz unlicensed spectrum is captured in [3], where the channel access mechanism (so called “medium access protocol” in [3]) is specified in section 4.2.5. 3GPP shall comply to the regulation requirement when designing the channel access mechanism, in order to guarantee fair coexistence with other RATs operating on the same carrier frequency range. For example, Wi-Fi 802.11 ad is one of such existing RAT developed to operate on the 60 GHz unlicensed spectrum. 

Proposal 1: The design of channel access mechanism shall comply to the regulation requirement, and guarantee fair coexistence with 802.11 ad operating on the 60 GHz unlicensed spectrum. 
Directional LBT
For currently supported unlicensed technic in 3GPP, including LTE LAA and NR-U, a baseline to perform LBT is omni-directionally sensing by the potential transmitter. However, the operation between 57 GHz and 71 GHz is highly directional, wherein the configurations of antenna for both transmission and reception are beamformed according to the targeted direction. One option to cope with directional transmission and reception on the 60 GHz unlicensed band and to improve spatial reuse is for the potential transmitter to perform a LBT according to the same direction as its intended transmit beam direction, so called “directional LBT”.  

Compared to the baseline omni-directional LBT, directional LBT can lead to better channel access probability and correspondingly better spatial reuse under the same ED threshold. The channel access gain for directional LBT will further outweigh its potential SINR performance loss compared to omni-directional LBT, which correspondingly will lead to a better throughput performance than the omni-directional LBT. 

Proposal 2: RAN1 shall study the channel access mechanism with directional channel sensing.
LBT with Handshake Mechanism
In general, a potential transmission in the unlicensed band can be granted channel access if the following two conditions are met: (1) the receiver(s) of the potential transmission is ready to receive; and (2) the potential transmission will not cause strong interference to the receivers of ongoing transmissions. Condition (1) ensures that the potential transmission can have enough SINR and can avoid the hidden node issue, while condition (2) ensures that the potential transmission can provide fair coexistence with ongoing unlicensed transmissions. LBT schemes that are performed at the potential transmitter side can only approximately satisfy both conditions. 

A general approach for NR-U transmissions to satisfy both condition (1) and condition (2) is through supporting a configurable handshake mechanism between gNB and UE, on top of the LBT schemes discussed in Section 3 for data transmissions. It has been discussed in [4] that handshaking between transmitter and receiver is a possible means to reduce the impact of hidden nodes for NR-U, and that detailed solutions for the handshaking can be considered. 

The handshake between gNB and UE can be including an exchange of a channel access request (CARQ) and a channel access response (CARP). Specifically, CARQ and CARP can be message-based, wherein the CARQ can be transmitted by the potential transmitter upon successful LBT for data transmission; and the CARP can be transmitted by the receiver upon receiving CARQ and after successful LBT (e.g., single-shot LBT). The CARQ (CARP) message can include the following information: the indicator for CARQ (CARP), the transmitter (receiver) identity, transmitter (receiver) beam direction information, the maximum channel occupancy time (MCOT), etc. Figure 1 illustrates an example of the LBT with handshake mechanism before a downlink transmission. 



Figure 1. Example of LBT with CARQ/CARP exchange before a downlink transmission.

For a potential transmitter and receiver pair with the handshake mechanism, the transmission can be granted if (1) the LBT for data transmission at the transmitter side is successful; (2) the CARQ/CARP message exchange between the transmitter and receiver is successful; and optionally that (3) through monitoring the CARQ/CARP messages from other transmitter/receiver pairs, the potential transmitter can determine that its transmission will not cause strong interference to existing transmissions. Figure 2 illustrates an example where gNB1 is transmitting to UE1; and gNB2 intends to transmit to UE2. Despite gNB2 can succeed in the directional LBT scheme, gNB2 can decide to not transmit to UE2, since UE2 will fail to respond the CARP addressed to gNB2 and/or gNB2 can receive the CARP message from UE1 that is addressed to gNB1. Therefore, the handshake mechanism can be combined with the LBT scheme to achieve fair and efficient channel access with the coexisting radio access technologies (RATs), which can be beneficial for both omni-directional and directional LBT schemes.


Figure 2. Example of addressing hidden node issue with handshake mechanism.

Proposal 3: RAN1 shall study the channel access mechanism with handshake between transmitter and receiver. 
Conclusion
In this contribution, we have discussed the channel access mechanism on the 60 GHz unlicensed spectrum. Proposals of this contribution are summarized as follows. 
Proposal 1: The design of channel access mechanism shall comply to the regulation requirement, and guarantee fair coexistence with 802.11 ad operating on the 60 GHz unlicensed spectrum. 

Proposal 2: RAN1 shall study the channel access mechanism with directional channel sensing.

Proposal 3: RAN1 shall study the channel access mechanism with handshake between transmitter and receiver. 
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