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Introduction
This contribution discusses remaining maintenance issues for specifications supporting multiplexing of access and backhaul links.
Max AI DCI Payload Size
In the RAN1 RRC parameter spreadsheet the following parameter positionInDCI-AI was defined as the (starting) position (bit) of the availabilityCombinationId (AI-Index) for the indicated IAB-DU cell (iabDuCellId-AI) within the DCI payload. It has a value range of INTEGER(0..maxAI-DCI-PayloadSize-1), however maxAI-DCI-PayloadSize was not defined. Given that the design of the availability indicator (DCI Format 2_5) followed the SFI design (DCI Format 2_0), it should be straightforward that they have the same value.

Proposal 1: Confirm maxAI-DCI-PayloadSize = maxSFI-DCI-PayloadSize = 128.

IAB-MT Common Search Space
In the latest version of the 38.331 running CR capturing RRC impacts of IAB, the following parameter is defined: commonSearchSpaceListIAB-v16xy which is a list of additional common search spaces for IAB-MT. While RAN1 agreed there would be a Search Space configuration applicable for IAB-MTs, the size of this parameter was not defined. However, given the expectation that the PDCCH formats would be largely reused for the backhaul link as well as the access link, it is reasonable to that the same number of Search Spaces can be configured for UEs and MTs.  

Proposal 2: The maximum size of commonSearchSpaceListIAB-v16xy = 4.

IAB-MT Specific Search Space
In the latest version of the 38.331 running CR capturing RRC impacts of IAB, the parameter mt-Specific-v16xy  lists the DCI formats which can be configured specifically for an IAB-MT. While RAN1 agreed that DCI Format 2_0 may indicate UL-Flexible-DL slot formats specifically for IAB-MTs and DCI Format 2_5 carries the IAB-MT specific soft resource availability indicator, it was not explicitly agreed in RAN1 that these two DCI Formats should be configured via a different search space compared to the common and UE-specific Search Spaces.

Proposal 3: Confirm DCI Format 2_0 and DCI Format 2_5 can be configured in a IAB-MT specific manner (i.e. via RRC parameter mt-Specific-v16xy).




Conclusion
The following proposals were made: 

Proposal 1: Confirm maxAI-DCI-PayloadSize = maxSFI-DCI-PayloadSize = 128.

Proposal 2: The maximum size of commonSearchSpaceListIAB-v16xy = 4.

Proposal 3: Confirm DCI Format 2_0 and DCI Format 2_5 can be configured in a IAB-MT specific manner (i.e. via RRC parameter mt-Specific-v16xy).



