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1. Overall Description:

On the GERAN #9 meeting it has been discussed to provide IMS services also via the Gb interface. This was preceeded by a discussion that some operators and vendors felt, that the currently rolled out GPRS network and infrastructure should be facilitated to a maximum. TSG GERAN is aware, that currently Gb does not provide support for all QoS classes. However a feasibility study is currently being conducted in GERAN to investigate how and to which extend Gb could be extended, with completion of study expected in [June 02]

TSG GERAN asks SA2 kindly to confirm the following views on IMS architecture as soon as possible.

· The current IMS architecture and specifications do support the provisioning of IMS services via the Gb interface (assuming that the radio access network would support the same QoS)  
· The Gi interface from the GGSN is common denominator for GERAN and UTRAN e.g. IMS services will not see any difference whether the subscriber is connected through the GERAN via Gb or UTRAN via Iu. (assuming that the radio access network would support the same QoS)

In case the views above are not correct, TSG GERAN kindly asks SA2, what changes SA2 would expect to allow the provision of IMS services over the Gb interface.

2. Actions:

Reply to the above statements and give an indication, in case they are incorrect, which and how much work have to be done by SA2 to fulfil those assumptions.

3. Date of Next GERAN Meetings:

GERAN #10
24th – 28th June 2002

GERAN #11
26th – 30th August 2002

Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �1�, The Gi interface is the common entry point for Multimedia services.








