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N1 thanks R2 and S1 for their LS on UE/MS idle mode operation and PLMN selection.

N1 would like to highlight that the current N1 proposal (CR003 on TS23.122) is consistent with the requirements in 22.011 (from S1) and in line with the workshop conclusions in June 99. 

Access technologies are associated on the SIM card with the HPLMN, the user preferred PLMNs and the operator preferred PLMNs and can be used to influence and speed up the selection. 

Provision for multiple HPLMN codes has been made in the coding format used for the HPLMN with access technology field in the SIM card. However this won’t be supported in R99 due to the multiple impacts this has, not only on PLMN selection, but also on cell reselection and handovers. For R99, it is assumed that the HPLMN Selector with Access Technology data field should contain only one PLMN code identical to the HPLMN code included in the IMSI. 

The MS also stores on the SIM card the RPLMN last used access technology to be able to speed up the search for RPLMN at power on.

At power on, the search for the RPLMN will start with the RPLMN last used access technology stored on the SIM card. If the MS cannot find the RPLMN using the last used access technology then the MS will extend the scan for RPLMN to all its supported access technologies.

In a similar way, the search for the HPLMN will start with the access technology(ies) present in the HPLMN Selector with Access Technology field on the SIM in priority order. If the HPLMN isn’t found by scanning this access technology(ies), then the MS will extend the scan for HPLMN to all its supported access technologies.

The search for the user preferred and operator preferred PLMNs list will be restricted to the access technology(ies) associated with each PLMN in the list. If a PLMN on the selector list is not found on the indicated access technology(ies) then the search will continue from the next entry on the selector list and not by extending the search of the same PLMN on other possibly supported access technologies.

For the search of any PLMN in random order and any PLMN in descending order of the signal quality the MS has to search for all supported access technologies.

N1 hopes that this explains it understands the requirements on the PLMN Selection procedure.

N1 would also like to stress that N1 needs to consider requirements from EDGE COMPACT in the PLMN selection procedures, in addition to the GSM/UMTS scenarios, although this is not so relevant to R2. To have a single procedure which can be applied to both is much simpler for MS implementations.
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