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TSG SA WG1 thanks TSG SA WG2 for their liaison statement (S2-000529) regarding the use of terminology in the N1 specifications and is also please to inform TSG CN WG1 that it agrees on N1 terminology and relevant parts has been included in TR 21.905. 

However, TSG SA WG1 has certain concerns on usage of the terms UMTS and GSM as proposed by the TSG CN WG1. The S1 view is that when specifications refer to different access technologies (like GERAN/UTRAN) those names should be used.  

Traditionally UMTS is the name that has been used, previously by SMG and now by 3GPP for the whole system being specified. However, officially 3GPP has not agreed on the name and there are no other widely accepted terms either. The use of the term UMTS to refer to the whole system as done in many 3GPP specifications causes confusion due to the fact that 3GPP specifies the common core network for both GERAN and UTRAN. It should be noted that UMTS is term that ETSI is using for the standard set that includes a collection of core network and UTRAN standards. In some other 3GPP Organizational Partners perhaps different names are used (e.g. IMT-2000).

Further it may be noted GSM and UMTS have also been used in some contributions to refer to releases, e.g. GSM stands for Release '98 or earlier and UMTS stands for Release '99 onwards. This practice should be avoided because it could be misleading

During the transfer of the 02-series specifications to 3GPP, S1 decided that terms GSM and UMTS should be avoided in due to above-mentioned problems. Within S1 specifications, the occurrences of the terms GSM and UMTS were considered on a case by case basis and replaced by terms like GERAN, UTRAN, network, PLMN or 3GPP specifications as appropriate. The terms 2G and 3G were also avoided as not everyone shares the same view on them, however 3G was considered to be more neutral that UMTS.

There is also a difference of opinion in S1 on the use of the term GERAN to describe the GSM BSS. It is noted that SMG2 have agreed that “GERAN is a term used to describe a GSM and EDGE based 200 kHz radio access network. The GERAN is based on GSM/EDGE release 99, and covers all new features for GSM Release 2000 and subsequent releases, with full backward compatibility to previous releases.”

Could SMG2 and S2 indicate if this means that the GERAN term is applicable only to the R2000 standard for the GSM BSS?
S1 is reluctant to give firm definitions for terms GSM and UMTS within 3GPP specifications but welcomes discussion about the topic. Current TR 21.905 definitions are included in below and should be updated. 

Copy GSM and UMTS from the 21.905
Universal Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS) The telecommunications system, incorporating mobile cellular and other functionality, that is the subject of standards produced by 3GPP.

Global System for Mobile Communications (GSM) The mobile cellular telecommunications system that is the subject of standards produced by ETSI.
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TSG SA WG2 thanks TSG CN WG1 for their liaison statement regarding the use of terminolgy in the N1 specifications (Tdoc N1-000452). 

TSG SA WG2 is please to inform TSG CN WG1 that S2 has agreed to adopt the N1 proposed terminology. It is acknowledged that this will improve the quality and consistency of the specifications. 

Furthermore, TSG SA WG2 would like to inform TSG SA WG1 and TSG SA plenary that TSG CN WG1 and TSG SA WG2 have reached this agreement and that the terminology and rules described below are used.

To align the terminology the following rules are used to define specific system descriptions:

Inter-System change is a change of radio access between different radio access technologies such as GSM and UMTS.

The label (GSM only) indicates this section or paragraph applies only to GSM system. For multi system case this is determined by the current serving radio access network. 

The label (UMTS only) indicates this section or paragraph applies only to UMTS system. For multi system case this is determined by the current serving radio access network. 

In GSM,... Indicates this paragraph applies only to GSM System. For multi system case this is determined by the current serving radio access network. 

In UMTS,... Indicates this paragraph applies only to UMTS System. For multi system case this is determined by the current serving radio access network.

GPRS: Packet Services for GSM and UMTS system.

MS, Mobile Station. This specification makes no distinction between MS and UE.
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