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N3 would like inform S2 about the current working assumption described in the following text. This working assumption is reflected in TS 27.001.

Background

In case a UMTS call is set up in the CN, the BC IE parameters are mapped into QoS RAB parameters at call set-up.

If the CN has to perform a handover towards GSM, the non-anchor MSC needs to perform an assignment based on GSM traffic channel parameters. 
Assuming that the BSSMAP protocol is used in case of handover from UMTS to GSM, several possibilities are offered:

a) The anchor MSC maps QoS parameters into GSM traffic channel parameters.

b) The anchor MSC maps the BC IE parameters into GSM traffic channel parameters.

Solution a) has the drawback that a mapping procedure from QoS parameters into BSSMAP parameter channel type is not straight forward. The translation would have to assume possible channel codings and rates requested by the user and supported for the requested service.

A more appropriate and simpler mapping consists of using the original BC IE and perform a second mapping, into GSM specific BSSMAP traffic channel parameters, according to existing GSM procedures.
This requires that the BC IE is coded according to GSM protocol requirements, i.e. all those parameters not applicable to UMTS should nevertheless be correctly specified by the UE in order to perform a handover to GSM according the above specified principles.

Working Assumption

The BSSMAP parameters needed for handover to GSM are generated using the standard GSM procedure by mapping the BC IE into BSSMAP parameters.

Proposal
It is proposed to describe the mapping procedure for handover in [1].

References
[1]
3G TS 23.107 V 3.0.0
QoS Concept and Architecture

