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TSG CN WG1 would like to thank TSG SA WG4 for their liaison statement (Tdoc S4-99141).

With regard to the management of DTMF, TSG CN WG1 intends to re-use the solution currently standardized for GSM (i.e. layer 3 signalling via the Iu interface for uplink, and in-band transmission of DTMF tones between MSCs, and MSCs and other networks, and for downlink).

TSG CN WG1 has also briefly discussed the possible problem of an interworking between DTMF and a tandem free solution based on in-band signalling:

The development of a solution of this problem along the lines sketched in the LS (out-of-band signalling for DTMF, or involving the transcoder in the DTMF management) is considered by TSG CN WG1 as a non-trivial task.

Furthermore, TSG CN WG1 does not share the concern about a break down of the tandem free operation, as during the transmission of DTMF tones the effect of a disruption should not be so bad, and tandem free operation will be resumed a few tens of msecs after the end of each DTMF transmission.

Therefore, TSG CN WG1 does not see a necessity to standardize a special DTMF management for this situation.

If this answer is not acceptable to TSG SA WG4, and if TSG SA WG4 wants TSG CN WG1 to start a more detailed study, TSG SA WG4 is asked to give us more detailed information.
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