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Foreword
[bookmark: introduction][bookmark: spectype3]This Technical Report has been produced by the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP).
The contents of the present document are subject to continuing work within the TSG and may change following formal TSG approval. Should the TSG modify the contents of the present document, it will be re-released by the TSG with an identifying change of release date and an increase in version number as follows:
Version x.y.z
where:
x	the first digit:
1	presented to TSG for information;
2	presented to TSG for approval;
3	or greater indicates TSG approved document under change control.
y	the second digit is incremented for all changes of substance, i.e. technical enhancements, corrections, updates, etc.
z	the third digit is incremented when editorial only changes have been incorporated in the document.
In the present document, modal verbs have the following meanings:
shall	indicates a mandatory requirement to do something
shall not	indicates an interdiction (prohibition) to do something
The constructions "shall" and "shall not" are confined to the context of normative provisions, and do not appear in Technical Reports.
The constructions "must" and "must not" are not used as substitutes for "shall" and "shall not". Their use is avoided insofar as possible, and they are not used in a normative context except in a direct citation from an external, referenced, non-3GPP document, or so as to maintain continuity of style when extending or modifying the provisions of such a referenced document.
should	indicates a recommendation to do something
should not	indicates a recommendation not to do something
may	indicates permission to do something
need not	indicates permission not to do something
The construction "may not" is ambiguous and is not used in normative elements. The unambiguous constructions "might not" or "shall not" are used instead, depending upon the meaning intended.
can	indicates that something is possible
cannot	indicates that something is impossible
The constructions "can" and "cannot" are not substitutes for "may" and "need not".
will	indicates that something is certain or expected to happen as a result of action taken by an agency the behaviour of which is outside the scope of the present document
will not	indicates that something is certain or expected not to happen as a result of action taken by an agency the behaviour of which is outside the scope of the present document
might	indicates a likelihood that something will happen as a result of action taken by some agency the behaviour of which is outside the scope of the present document
might not	indicates a likelihood that something will not happen as a result of action taken by some agency the behaviour of which is outside the scope of the present document
In addition:
is	(or any other verb in the indicative mood) indicates a statement of fact
is not	(or any other negative verb in the indicative mood) indicates a statement of fact
The constructions "is" and "is not" do not indicate requirements.
[bookmark: scope][bookmark: _Toc21087530][bookmark: _Toc23326063][bookmark: _Toc23517583][bookmark: _Toc23519135]
1	Scope
GSMA 5GJA has introduced in document NG.116 [3] the concept of Generic Network Slice Template (GST) from which several Network Slice Types (NESTs) can be derived by assigning values to applicable attributes defined in the GST.
This study aims at identifying the gaps that need to be filled in providing support in the specifications owned by SA2 for the Generic Network Slice Template (GST) attributes.
[bookmark: references][bookmark: _Toc21087531][bookmark: _Toc23326064][bookmark: _Toc23517584][bookmark: _Toc23519136]2	References
The following documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of the present document.
-	References are either specific (identified by date of publication, edition number, version number, etc.) or non‑specific.
-	For a specific reference, subsequent revisions do not apply.
-	For a non-specific reference, the latest version applies. In the case of a reference to a 3GPP document (including a GSM document), a non-specific reference implicitly refers to the latest version of that document in the same Release as the present document.
[1]	3GPP TR 21.905: "Vocabulary for 3GPP Specifications".
[2]	3GPP TS 23.501: "System Architecture for the 5G System (5GS); Stage 2".
[3]	GSMA 5GJA NG.116: "Generic Network Slice Template".
[bookmark: definitions][bookmark: _Toc21087532][bookmark: _Toc23326065][bookmark: _Toc23517585][bookmark: _Toc23519137]3	Definitions of terms, symbols and abbreviations
[bookmark: _Toc21087533][bookmark: _Toc23326066][bookmark: _Toc23517586][bookmark: _Toc23519138]3.1	Terms
For the purposes of the present document, the terms given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. A term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].

[bookmark: _Toc21087534][bookmark: _Toc23326067][bookmark: _Toc23517587][bookmark: _Toc23519139]3.2	Symbols
For the purposes of the present document, the following symbols apply:
<symbol>	<Explanation>

[bookmark: _Toc21087535][bookmark: _Toc23326068][bookmark: _Toc23517588][bookmark: _Toc23519140]3.3	Abbreviations
For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. An abbreviation defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same abbreviation, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].
GST	Generic Network Slice Template
NEST	Network Slice Type

[bookmark: clause4][bookmark: _Toc21087536][bookmark: _Toc23326069][bookmark: _Toc23517589][bookmark: _Toc23519141]4	Architectural Assumptions and Requirements
Editor's note:	This clause will list general architectural assumptions and principles for this study.
[bookmark: _Toc23517590][bookmark: _Toc23519142]4.1	Architecture Assumptions
The following architectural assumptions apply:
-	A NEST is applied to a Network Slice even when supported by multiple Network Slice instances.
[bookmark: _Toc23519143]4.2	Architectural Requirements
[bookmark: _Toc21087537][bookmark: _Toc23326070][bookmark: _Toc23517591]Solutions shall build on the 5G System architectural principles as in TS 23.501 [2], including flexibility and modularity for newly introduced functionalities.
[bookmark: _Toc23519144]5	Key Issues
[bookmark: _Toc16839376][bookmark: _Toc21087538][bookmark: _Toc23326071]Editor's note:	This clause will describe the key issues for the enhancement of Network Slicing.
[bookmark: _Toc23517592][bookmark: _Toc23519145]5.1	Key Issue #1: Support of network slice related quota on the maximum number of UEs
[bookmark: _Toc23519146]5.1.1	Description
One of the attributes in the GST documented in GSMA 5GJA NG.116 [3] is the following:
Number of terminals
This attribute describes the maximum number of terminals that can use the network slice simultaneously.
Either Number of connections or Number of terminals shall be present.
Table 5.1.1-1: Number of Terminals Table
	Parameters
	

	Value
	Integer

	Measurement unit
	NA

	Example
	100 000 terminals
10 000 000 terminals (sensors)

	Tags
	Scalability attribute

	
	

	Attribute Presence
	

	Mandatory
	

	Conditional
	X

	Optional
	



Additional information
	This is an important input to scale the network slice and provides enough resources to the network slice. It is a significant difference if the network slice is used to serve 10 users or 1 000 000 users simultaneously.
This key issue will study whether and how to support the quota on the maximum number of UEs concurrently registering for a network slice defined by an S-NSSAI. In particular, this KI will address:
-	How does 5GS know about the maximum number of UEs that the network slice can support? Which NF(s) need to know such quota?
-	How does 5GS know about the current number of UEs accessing the network slice? Which NF(s) need to know about this information?
-	Whether and how does 5GS enforce such quota when a UE registers for the network slice and that would cause the quota to be exceeded.
-	How does 5GS selectively enable this quota only for Network Slices that require it?
-	How does 5GS treat roaming UEs?
NOTE:	As part of study to this KI interactions with OAM, if any, will be determined.
[bookmark: _Toc23519147]5.2	Key Issue #2: Support of network slice related quota on the maximum number of PDU Sessions
[bookmark: _Toc23519148]5.2.1	Description
One of the attributes in the GST documented in GSMA 5GJA NG.116 [x] is the following:
Number of connections
This attribute describes the maximum number of concurrent sessions supported by the network slice.
Table 5.2.1-1: Number of Connections Table
	Parameters
	

	Value
	Integer

	Measurement unit
	NA

	Example
	100 000 sessions
10 000 000 sessions

	Tags
	Scalability attribute

	
	

	Attribute Presence
	

	Mandatory
	

	Conditional
	X

	Optional
	



This key issue will study whether and how to support the quota on the maximum number of PDU Sessions concurrently established within a network slice defined by an S-NSSAI. In particular, this KI will address:
-	How does 5GS know about the maximum number of PDU Sessions that the network slice can support? Which NF(s) need to know such quota?
-	How does 5GS know about the current number of PDU Sessions being established in the network slice? Which NF(s) need to know about this information?
-	Whether and how does 5GS enforce such quota when a UE requests to establish a new PDU Session to the network slice and that would cause the quota to be exceeded, e.g., whether 5GS rejects, accepts without guarantee, or accepts with lower service quality? What is the mechanism needed in 5GS?
-	How does 5GS selectively enable this quota only for Network Slices that require it?
-	Roaming aspects shall be considered.
NOTE:	As part of study to this KI interactions with OAM, if any, will be determined.
[bookmark: _Toc23519149]5.3	Key Issue #3: limitation of data rate per network slice in UL and DL per UE
[bookmark: _Toc23519150]5.3.1	General description
One of the attributes in the GST documented in GSMA 5GJA NG.116 [3] is the following:
Maximum downlink throughput
This attribute describes the maximum data rate supported by the network slice per UE in downlink. These parameters could be used to offer different contract qualities like gold, silver and bronze.
Table 5.3.1-1: Maximum downlink throughput Table
	Parameters
	

	Value
	Integer

	Measurement unit
	kbps

	Example
	Bronze customer: 50 000 Kbps
Silver customer: 400 000 Kbps
Gold customer: 1 000 000 Kbps

	Tags
	Character attribute / Functional
KPI

	
	

	Attribute Presence
	

	Mandatory
	

	Conditional
	

	Optional
	X



Maximum uplink throughput per UE
These parameters could be used in order to offer different contract qualities like gold, silver and bronze.
Table 5.3.1-2: Maximum uplink throughput per UE Table
	Parameters
	

	Value
	Integer

	Measurement unit
	kbps

	Example
	Bronze customer: 10 .000 Kbps
Silver customer: 100 000 Kbps
Gold customer: 200 000 Kbps

	Tags
	Character attribute /Performance
KPI

	
	

	Attribute Presence
	

	Mandatory
	

	Conditional
	

	Optional
	X



There is no way for a PLMN to support per slice data rate limitation for a UE as so far it is possible to perform per PDU session (session-AMBR) or per UE data rate limitation (UE-AMBR, see TS 23.501 [2]), but not per network slice/UE.
This key issue shall study:
-	Whether and how to limit the data rate of UE for a Network Slice, ensuring that the aggregate of the PDU sessions that use the slice are rate limited to the rate defined for the Network Slice in DL and UL, including:
-	How to signal the rate limits.
-	Impact on subscription data.
-	Any RAN impacts shall be identified and alignment with RAN WGs shall be pursued if any impacts are identified.
[bookmark: _Toc23519151]5.X	Key Issue #<X>: <Key Issue Title>
[bookmark: _Toc500949092][bookmark: _Toc16839377][bookmark: _Toc21087539][bookmark: _Toc23326072][bookmark: _Toc23517593][bookmark: _Hlk500943653][bookmark: _Toc23519152]5.X.1	General Description
[bookmark: _Toc16839381][bookmark: _Toc21087540]
[bookmark: _Toc23326073][bookmark: _Toc23517594][bookmark: _Toc23519153]6	Solutions
[bookmark: _Toc23326074][bookmark: _Toc23517595][bookmark: _Toc16839382][bookmark: _Toc21087541][bookmark: _Toc23519154]6.0	Mapping Solutions to Key Issues
Table 6.0-1: Mapping of Solutions to Key Issues
	Solutions
	Key Issues

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc23326075][bookmark: _Toc23517596][bookmark: _Toc23519155]6.X	Solution #<X>: <Solution Title> 
[bookmark: _Toc16839383][bookmark: _Toc21087542][bookmark: _Toc23326076][bookmark: _Toc23517597][bookmark: _Toc23519156]6.X.1	Introduction
Editor's note:	This clause lists the key issue(s) addressed by this solution.
[bookmark: _Toc16839384][bookmark: _Toc21087543]
[bookmark: _Toc23326077][bookmark: _Toc23517598][bookmark: _Toc23519157]6.X.2	High-level Description
Editor's note:	This clause outlines solution principles, assumptions and high-level architectures, etc.
[bookmark: _Toc16839385][bookmark: _Toc21087544]
[bookmark: _Toc23326078][bookmark: _Toc23517599][bookmark: _Toc23519158]6.X.3	Procedures
Editor's note:	This clause describes services and related high-level procedures for the solution.
[bookmark: _Toc16839386][bookmark: _Toc21087545]
[bookmark: _Toc23326079][bookmark: _Toc23517600][bookmark: _Toc23519159]6.X.4	Impacts on existing services and interfaces
Editor's note:	This clause describes impacts to existing services and interfaces.

[bookmark: _Toc16839388][bookmark: _Toc21087547][bookmark: _Toc23326080][bookmark: _Toc23517601][bookmark: _Toc23519160]7	Evaluation
Editor's note:	This clause will provide a general evaluation of the solutions.

[bookmark: _Toc16839390][bookmark: _Toc21087549][bookmark: _Toc23326082][bookmark: _Toc23517602][bookmark: _Toc23519161]8	Conclusions
Editor's note:	This clause will capture conclusions from the study.
[bookmark: tsgNames]
[bookmark: _Toc21087551][bookmark: _Toc23326084][bookmark: _Toc23517603][bookmark: _Toc23519162]
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