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1
Opening of Meeting and Chair’s Remarks

Due to the COVID-19 virus it was not possible for PCG#47 to be held as a face-to-face meeting.  The meeting was therefore conducted by electronic means.  Ms Miller (PCG Chair, ATIS) opened the meeting and welcomed the participants to the virtual meeting.  
The list of participants joining this virtual meeting is given at Annex E.
2
Approval of Agenda

The draft Agenda for the meeting was discussed and approved.  The approved Agenda is given at Annex A [3GPP/PCG#47(21)01].
The PCG Chair read the following Antitrust and Competition Law compliance statement to the meeting:

“I draw your attention to the fact that 3GPP activities are subject to all applicable antitrust and competition laws and that compliance with said laws is therefore required of any participant of this PCG meeting including the Chair and Vice Chairs. In case of question I recommend that you contact your legal counsel.

The leadership shall conduct the present meeting with impartiality and in the interests of 3GPP.” 

3
Approval of Report of PCG#46-e
The draft report of PCG#46-e was presented and approved without further amendment [3GPP/PCG#47(21)02].

Decision PCG47/01:
Report of PCG#46 approved [3GPP/PCG#47(21)02].
3.1
Review of Actions

The status of the actions arising from previous meetings was reviewed [3GPP/PCG#47(21)03].  The following updates were noted:

A-PCG42/04 ATIS (Mr Sharp) to launch a high-level review among the Organizational Partners of the need to transpose 3GPP specifications into Partner deliverables.  Subsequent to that review, to consider how best that transposition need could be discharged and the support tools required [3GPP/PCG#42(19)20].

It was noted that the review had been undertaken with the results being presented to this meeting under Agenda item 8 [3GPP/PCG#47(21)23].  This action was therefore considered as discharged.  
A-PCG43/03 IT Improvements Ad Hoc Group & TSG Chairmen to review the responses that MCC had provided to their recommendations on the accessibility of 3GPP’s work [3GPP/PCG#43(19)10].
Mr Guttman (IT Improvement Ad Hoc Group Convenor) reported that work still remained to be done under this action item which should then be kept ongoing.
4
Management Reports from TSGs

4.1
TSG CT
Mr Morand (TSG CT Chair) presented a report of the progress made by TSG CT [3GPP/PCG#47(21)04].  
There were no matters arising from this report.
4.2
TSG RAN
Mr Chen (TSG RAN Chair) presented a report of the progress made by TSG RAN [3GPP/PCG#47(21)05].  
There were no matters arising from this report.

4.3
TSG SA
Mr Mayer (TSG SA Chair) presented a report of the progress made by TSG SA [3GPP/PCG#47(21)36].  
Mr Mayer (TSG SA Chair) informed the PCG of ongoing discussions that TSG SA WG5 were having with the TM Forum on the subject of autonomous networks [3GPP/PCG#47(21)37].  These discussions had led to the request that the 3GPP Organizational Partners consider entering into a cooperation agreement with the TM Forum.  While technical cooperation between 3GPP and external SDOs was to be encouraged, the PCG confirmed that this should be achieved using existing informal working methods rather than entering into any formal agreement.  The TSG SA Chair was requested to provide this feedback to TSG SA WG5.
Action PCG47/01:
TSG SA Chair to inform TSG SA WG5 that established informal working methods should be used for technical cooperation with the TM Forum rather than entering into any formal agreement [3GPP/PCG#47(21)37].

5
3GPP Progress and Status of Activities
A document which summarised the Features and Studies contained within those 3GPP Releases under preparation was made available to the meeting [3GPP/PCG#47(21)15].  The document was noted.
6
Approval of 3GPP Work Programme

The Secretary presented a list of the new Features which were proposed for inclusion in the 3GPP Work Programme and those which were proposed for deletion since PCG#46 [3GPP/PCG#47(21)16].  
The Work Programme changes were approved.
Decision PCG47/02:
Changes to the 3GPP Work Programme approved [3GPP/PCG#47(21)16].
7
3GPP Support

7.1
Report of MCC Activities

The Secretary presented a report on the activities of MCC [3GPP/PCG#47(21)17].
There were no matters arising from this report.

7.2
Marketing and Communications
Mr Flynn (Marcomms Officer) presented a report of the marketing and communications activities that had taken place since the last meeting and the plan for activities to be undertaken in 2022 [3GPP/PCG#47(21)24].  
Mr Flynn (Marcomms Officer) also presented an overview of the new 3GPP web design and implementation timeline [3GPP/PCG#47(21)25].  Questions were raised concerning the new 3GPP web design and the impact that this may have on the 3GPP Portal.  Mr Flynn confirmed that there would be no impact on the 3GPP Portal and that existing links to both the Portal and Web would be preserved.
8
Working Procedures and Working Methods

Obtaining Voting Rights in 3GPP.

Mr Sharp (ATIS) presented a proposal for a study to be undertaken into the manner in which voting rights are obtained in 3GPP [3GPP/PCG#47(21)28].  The existing rules provide for voting rights to be obtained on the basis of participation in face-to-face meetings only.  With no face-to-face meetings having been held for roughly 18 months, new members joining 3GPP and existing members participating in new groups have not been able to obtain voting rights.  Moreover, it is currently not possible to create new groups as there would be no basis to establish voting rights within it. 
A discussion ensued on the urgency of this task, whether the study should commence immediately or whether there was sufficient confidence that face-to-face meetings would resume soon enough for the current problem to be resolved.  After due consideration, it was generally agreed that the urgency of the task and unpredictability of the future demanded that this study begin immediately.
A discussion also ensued on the venue for this study, whether a new ad hoc group should be created or whether the work should be entrusted to the 3GPP Working Procedures Ad Hoc Group.  After due consideration it was agreed that the Working Procedures Group was best placed to undertake this study.
A discussion took place on the precise scope of the proposed study, whether it should be limited to finding solutions for the current situation or whether consideration should also be given to the post-COVID era.  It was generally agreed that the study should focus on finding solutions for the current problem.

This discussions above led to a revised proposal being submitted by ATIS and comments being provided by CCSA [3GPP/PCG#47(21)41&42 respectively]. Online comments were also provided by ETSI.  In conclusion, the PCG endorsed guidance which the Working Procedures Ad Hoc Group should take into account in undertaking this study, requesting that recommendations and proposed voting rules be provided for PCG approval as soon as possible, but at the latest by PCG#48 [3GPP/PCG#47(21)43].
Decision PCG47/03:
Study into 3GPP voting rights entrusted to the Working Procedures Ad Hoc Group [3GPP/PCG#47(21)43].
Action PCG47/02:
3GPP Working Procedures Ad Hoc Group to undertake a study into 3GPP voting rights following the guidance given by PCG#47 and delivering their results no later than PCG#48 [3GPP/PCG#47(21)43].
Given the importance of this study, it was agreed that the Working Procedures Ad Hoc Group Convenor should issue a call to the PCG mailing list, inviting members to subscribe to the Working Procedures mailing list should they wish to follow this work.
Action PCG47/03:
Mr Hayes (Working Procedures Ad Hoc Group Convenor) to issue a call to the PCG mailing list, inviting members to subscribe to the Working Procedures mailing list should they wish to follow the study on 3GPP voting rights [3GPP/PCG#47(21)43].
Alternative meeting formats

Dr Khatibi (ATIS) presented a proposal for a study to be undertaken into new meeting formats [3GPP/PCG#47(21)18].  All 3GPP meetings were currently being held as virtual meetings and it was not clear when face-to-face meetings would be resumed, nor whether alternative meeting formats would be preferred by members.
Mr Romero (ETSI) also proposed that a study be undertaken into meeting formats to determine the alternatives that could be available for the future [3GPP/PCG#47(21)29].  A similar proposal had been formulated by the three TSG Chairs [3GPP/PCG#47(21)26].  
A discussion took place on whether such a study should focus on the short term needs (impacted by the COVID pandemic) or the longer term needs (post pandemic).  Differing views were expressed on the merits of both options.  After due consideration the PCG agreed that the study should focus on the short term needs with longer term needs being the subject of a later study.  The PCG also agreed that the study should consider the impacts of possible new meeting formats on the health and wellbeing of delegates.
Considering the venue for such a study, the merits of creating a new ad hoc group or charging this work to the existing Organizational Partners Meeting Hosting Study Group (OP MHSG) were discussed.  The PCG concluded that this work would be best entrusted to OP MHSG.  However, given its limited membership, the OP MHSG Convenor was requested to consider how best to widen participation in OP MHSG while still enabling the study to proceed without undue delay.  The results of the study are expected no later than OP#47 (April 2022) with TSGs instructed not to implement any changes in their meeting format until such times as the Partners have endorsed the results.
Decision PCG47/04:
Study into alternative meeting hosting formats entrusted to the OP MHSG [3GPP/PCG#47(21)18, 26 & 29].
Action PCG47/04:
PCG#47 to request OP#46 to charge MHSG with the task of studying alternative meeting formats based on contributions received during PCG#47 [3GPP/PCG#47(21)18, 26 & 29].  The study is to focus on short term needs with results being available no later than OP#47 (April 2022).
Action PCG47/05:
OP MHSG Convenor to consider how best to widen participation in OP MHSG while still enabling the alternative meeting format study to proceed without undue delay [3GPP/PCG#47(21)18, 26 & 29].
Parallel Meeting Plans

Mr Mayer (TSG SA Chair) presented a proposal formulated together with the TSG CT Chair and TSG RAN Chair on the planning of 3GPP meetings [3GPP/PCG#47(21)27].  Currently, the meeting plan is based on the assumption that meetings will take place face-to-face.  This plan is then adjusted quarterly if it is deemed that the meetings are to be held virtually.  The TSG Chairs proposed that it would be better to establish two parallel plans as detailed below: 
Proposal 1:

All 3GPP TSG and WG chairs are tasked by PCG to come up with a parallel e-meeting calendar to the already existing (f2f-based) 3GPP calendar for the years of 2022 and 2023. The e-calendar calendar planning should be based on the agreed Rel-18 timeline and should start from the TSG dates and then progress to the WGs. 
All future 3GPP meetings should initially be planned as f2f meetings and introduced like that into the 3GPP calendar. The parallel e-meeting calendar should not be part of the official 3GPP calendar.

Once it is decided that a meeting should not be held as f2f meeting, but as e-meeting (“converted to e-meeting”), the related f2f meeting should be removed from the official 3GPP calendar and the e-meeting should be introduced into the 3GPP calendar instead.

Proposal 2:

The agreed rule for 3GPP WGs to hold not more than 6 regular meetings during a calendar year applies not only to face-to-face meetings, but in general to all 3GPP meetings, i.e. it also applies to e-meetings.

The PCG endorsed the two proposals above, requesting the TSG Chairs to report the situation within their groups back to PCG#48.  The PCG also stressed the need to consider the welfare of delegates and support staff when preparing meeting schedules. 
PCG is concerned that the current setting of e-meetings might lead to overload for delegates in some of the WGs/TSGs. Therefore, PCG instructs all WG and TSG chairs, when planning their e-meetings, to consider the workload on delegates in their group and to guarantee sufficient free time and to keep the amount of meeting time to a sustainable level. PCG will monitor the load situation in the different groups over the next months and will, if needed, come up with further guidance.  PCG invites the TSG chairs to collect and provide feedback on the situation from their respective TSG
Decision PCG47/05:
The proposals made by the 3 TSG Chairs to establish parallel meeting plans endorsed by PCG [3GPP/PCG#47(21)27].
Action PCG47/06:
TSG Chairs to implement parallel meeting planning within their respective groups and to provide a situation report to PCG#48 [3GPP/PCG#47(21)27].
Action PCG47/06a:
TSG Chairs to make sure that current and future meeting timetables are compatible with the welfare of delegates and support staff and to collect feedback from delegates on their current views of the meeting schedule on their welfare [3GPP/PCG#47(21)27].
Mr Nishioka (ARIB) noted that current planning activities only extended to 2023, requesting that the TSG Chairs already start to consider plans for 2024.  The TSG Chairs noted this request.
3GPP OP Transposition Study
Mr Sharp (ATIS) presented the results of the review held among the Organizational Partners on their transposition requirements, in response to action PCG42/04 [3GPP/PCG#47(21)23].  It was noted that the manner in which each OP transposed 3GPP deliverables into their own deliverables varied considerably and that significant efficiency gains would not be possible unless the transposition processes were aligned.  Nevertheless, the review did lead to four recommendations which were endorsed by the PCG as follows:
Recommendation 1: OPs may individually consider actions they can take within their own control to simplify transpositions (see clauses 4.2, 4.3, and 4.5).

Recommendation 2: OPs are encouraged to report technical problems found in 3GPP specification files to the MCC to enable these to be resolved where possible (see clause 4.4).

Recommendation 3: Document handling in the MCC may be improved by removing page numbers from the Table of Contents (ToC) of specifications (see clause 4.7). If the MCC wishes to implement this change we recommend that, as a first step, the MCC works with impacted OPs to try and develop an implementation that is acceptable. It is recommended that the OPs and 3GPP working groups are consulted before implementing any change.

Recommendation 4: This study does not recommend any further changes to the transposition process between OPs and 3GPP at this time. However, if 3GPP introduces new templates or editing tools in future then we recommend that these are designed to easily accommodate the needs of different OPs to produce transposed specifications. Requirements from OPs should be collected early in the process and included as part of the plan for new tools. 
Decision PCG47/06:
Recommendations from the review held among the Organizational Partners on their transposition requirements approved by the PCG [3GPP/PCG#47(21)23].
9
Matters Arising from ITU

The following document prepared by TSG RAN and TSG SA was approved by correspondence on 1 September 2021:
Draft Reply Letter to ITU_R_WP7C_TEMP_51r1 = RP-210949 on 3GPP’s activities related to WRC-19 Resolutions [RP-211576] [3GPP/PCG#47(21)07]  
Decision PCG47/07:
Draft Reply Letter to ITU_R_WP7C_TEMP_51r1 = RP-210949 on 3GPP’s activities related to WRC-19 Resolutions approved by correspondence on 1 September 2021 [RP-211576] [3GPP/PCG#47(21)07].
The following document prepared by TSG RAN and TSG SA was approved by correspondence on 11 October 2021:

Draft LTI on 3GPP activities on 'Satellite IOT' [SP-211110/RP-2125786] [3GPP/PCG#47(21)09]. 
Decision PCG47/08:
Draft LTI on 3GPP activities on 'Satellite IOT' approved by correspondence on 11 October 2021 [SP-211110/RP-2125786] [3GPP/PCG#47(21)09].
The following document prepared by TSG RAN was presented to the PCG for information:

Draft LS on how to handle satellite specific specifications in future submissions to ITU related to terrestrial-only technologies [3GPP/PCG#47(21)08].
The following three documents prepared by TSG RAN and TSG SA were presented and approved by the PCG:
Draft LTI answer to Liaison Statement to External Organizations on the revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.1801-2 [RP-212580] [SP-211107] [3GPP/PCG#47(21)10].
Draft LTI on Liaison statement to External Organizations on the schedule for updating Recommendation ITU-R M.2012 to Revision 6 [RP-212538] [SP-211108] [3GPP/PCG#47(21)11].

Draft LTI on Liaison statement to External Organizations on the schedule for updating Recommendation ITU-R M.2150 to Revision ‘After Year 2021’ [RP-212576] [SP-211109]    [3GPP/PCG#47(21)12]. (Note: an editorial correction to the footnote in this document will be corrected before submission to ITU-R).
Decision PCG47/09:
Draft LTI answer to Liaison Statement to External Organizations on the revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.1801-2 approved by PCG [RP-212580] [SP-211107] [3GPP/PCG#47(21)10].
Decision PCG47/10:
Draft LTI on Liaison statement to External Organizations on the schedule for updating Recommendation ITU-R M.2012 to Revision 6 [RP-212538] [SP-211108] [3GPP/PCG#47(21)11].
Decision PCG47/11:
Draft LTI on Liaison statement to External Organizations on the schedule for updating Recommendation ITU-R M.2150 to Revision ‘After Year 2021’ [RP-212576] [SP-211109] [3GPP/PCG#47(21)12].
10
Matters Arising from MRPs
CSAE

A warm welcome was extended to CSAE who were attending PCG for the first time.  Mr Peng Zhang (CSAE) presented a report of CSAE activities [3GPP/PCG#47(21)39].  There were no matters arising from this report.
5GMAG

A warm welcome was extended to 5GMAG who were also attending PCG for the first time.  Mr Jordi Gimenez (5GMAG) presented a report of 5GMAG activities [3GPP/PCG#47(21)38].  There were no matters arising from this report.
5G Americas

A report provided by 5G Americas was noted [3GPP/PCG#47(21)19].

Also made available by 5G Americas to the meeting were the following publications:
Private and Enterprise Networks: White Paper [3GPP/PCG#47(21)20].
Vehicular Connectivity C-V2X and 5G: White Paper [3GPP/PCG#47(21)21].
5G Vertical Use Cases: White Paper [3GPP/PCG#47(21)22].
COAI

Mr Tiwathia (COAI) presented an update of COAI activities drawing particular attention to ongoing 5G trials and a proposed new band plan that was being made available in India [3GPP/PCG#47(21)30].  
The apex spectrum policy document that governs allocations and envisaged use of various spectrum bands is the National Frequency Allocation Plan (NFAP). It may be noted that this is yet to include the 600 MHz band for IMT usage.

It may also be noted that it is part of the Regulator's (TRAI) mandate to propose a Band Plan and that this 600 MHz matter has been referred to the Regulator by the Department of Telecom. The Regulatory Authority is yet to provide their Recommendations.  Hence the suggested Band Plan in the 600Mhz band maybe treated as ' proposed'.
NGMN
A report provided by NGMN was noted [3GPP/PCG#47(21)32].

Also made available by NGMN to the meeting were the following publications:
White Paper: Green Future Networks Eco Design [3GPP/PCG#47(21)33].
White Paper: Green Future Networks Sustainability Challenges [3GPP/PCG#47(21)34].
White Paper: ODiN Operating Disaggregated Network [3GPP/PCG#47(21)35].
5GAA
Dr Mueck (5GAA) presented a report of 5GAA activities drawing particular attention to the rights and obligations of MRPs when making contributions to 3GPP TSGs [3GPP/PCG#47(21)40 slide 18].  The PCG confirmed that technical contributions to 3GPP TSGs may only be submitted by 3GPP Individual Members, whereas MRPs were expected to provide contributions relating to market requirements.  In this sense, any technical contributions that are formulated within an MRP should be presented to 3GPP TSGs by Individuals Members that are members of both the relevant MRP and 3GPP.
11
Appointment of PCG Chair and Vice-Chairs for 2022

The Secretary presented the history of the PCG leadership [3GPP/PCG#47(21)14].  

The Organizational Partners confirmed their wish to keep with the tradition of rotating the PCG Chairs among the three regions and, on that basis, Mr NG Subramaniam (TSDSI) was appointed as the PCG Chair for 2022.

When considering the Vice Chair situation for 2022, the PCG decided once more to appoint three as follows:

Vice Chairs:
Mr Luis Jorge Romero (ETSI)



Mr K.C Koo (TTA)




Ms Susan Miller (ATIS)
Decision PCG47/12:
Mr NG Subramaniam (TSDSI) appointed as PCG Chair for 2022 [3GPP/PCG#47(21)14].
Decision PCG47/13:
Mr Luis Jorge Romero (ETSI), Mr KC Koo (TTA) and Ms Susan Miller (ATIS) appointed as PCG Vice-Chairs for 2022 [3GPP/PCG#47(21)14].
12
External Relations and Liaisons

The Secretary presented incoming correspondence that had been received from ETSI ISG IPE (IPv6 Enhanced Innovation) concerning the availability of a recently published IPv6 Gap Analysis [3GPP/PCG#47(21)13].  It was noted that this correspondence had also been sent directly to 3GPP TSG SA and TSG CT.
13
Any Other Business

There were no matters raised under this Agenda item.

14
Closing of Meeting and Next Meeting Dates

The meeting dates of the next PCG/OP meetings are as follows:


PCG#48
26-27 April 2022
virtual

OP#47
27 April 2022

virtual
There being no further business the meeting was closed.
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Annex C
List of Actions

	N°.
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	ACTION

	A-PCG47/01
	TSG SA Chair
	To inform TSG SA WG5 that established informal working methods should be used for technical cooperation with the TM Forum rather than entering into any formal agreement [3GPP/PCG#47(21)37].

	A-PCG47/02
	3GPP Working Procedures Ad Hoc Group
	To undertake a study into 3GPP voting rights following the guidance given by PCG#47 and delivering their results no later than PCG#48 [3GPP/PCG#47(21)43].

	A-PCG47/03
	Mr Hayes (Working Procedures Ad Hoc Group Convenor)
	To issue a call to the PCG mailing list, inviting members to subscribe to the Working Procedures mailing list should they wish to follow the study on 3GPP voting rights [3GPP/PCG#47(21)43].

	A-PCG47/04
	PCG#47
	To request OP#46 to charge MHSG with the task of studying alternative meeting formats based on contributions received during PCG#47 [3GPP/PCG#47(21)18, 26 & 29].  The study is to focus on short term needs with results being available no later than OP#47 (April 2022).

	A-PCG47/05
	OP MHSG Convenor
	To consider how best to widen participation in OP MHSG while still enabling the alternative meeting format study to proceed without undue delay [3GPP/PCG#47(21)18, 26 & 29].

	A-PCG47/06
	TSG Chairs
	To implement parallel meeting planning within their respective groups and to provide a situation report to PCG#48 [3GPP/PCG#47(21)27].

	A-PCG47/06a
	TSG Chairs
	TSG Chairs to make sure that current and future meeting timetables are compatible with the welfare of delegates and support staff and to collect feedback from delegates on their current views of the meeting schedule on their welfare [3GPP/PCG#47(21)27].
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