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3 Opening of Meeting and Chairman’s Remarks

Due to the COVID-19 virus it was not possible for PCG#44 to be held as a face-to-face meeting.  The meeting was therefore conducted by electronic means.  Mr Luis Romero (PCG Chairman) opened the meeting and welcomed the participated to the virtual meeting.

The list of participants joining this virtual meeting is given at Annex E.
2
Approval of Agenda

The draft Agenda for the meeting was discussed and approved.  The approved Agenda is given at Annex A [3GPP/PCG#44(20)01].
The Chairman read the following Antitrust and Competition Law compliance statement to the meeting:

“I draw your attention to the fact that 3GPP activities are subject to all applicable antitrust and competition laws and that compliance with said laws is therefore required of any participant of this PCG meeting including the Chairman and Vice Chairmen. In case of question I recommend that you contact your legal counsel.

The leadership shall conduct the present meeting with impartiality and in the interests of 3GPP.” 

3
Approval of Report of PCG#43
The draft report of PCG#43 was presented and approved without further amendment [3GPP/PCG#44(20)02].

Decision PCG44/01:
Report of PCG#43 approved [3GPP/PCG#44(20)02].
3.1
Review of Actions

The status of the actions arising from previous meetings was reviewed [3GPP/PCG#44(20)03].  The following updates were noted:

A-PCG42/03 TSG Chairmen and Heads of Delegation to prepare a final response to the concerns raised by Verizon Wireless in respect of the 3GPP Release planning process following PCG#43 [3GPP/PCG#42(19)09].
It was noted that, since the initial response provided to Verizon Wireless, significant changes had been made to the manner in which Release planning took place in 3GPP.  These changes were explained to Verizon Wireless senior management in a meeting that took place in April 2019.  Given the good relationship that been established with Verizon Wireless delegates at the TSG level, it was no longer thought appropriate to deliver further written correspondence.  This action was therefore considered as discharged. 
A-PCG42/04 Secretary to launch a high-level review among the Organizational Partners of the need to transpose 3GPP specifications into Partner deliverables.  Subsequent to that review, to consider how best that transposition need could be discharged and the support tools required [3GPP/PCG#42(19)20].
and

A-PCG43/02 Organizational Partners to nominate a representative to help establish a common set of transposition requirements and to investigate what could be done in the shorter term to reduce the amount of effort required for this task [3GPP/PCG#43(19)23].
The Secretary explained that there had been little activity on these two actions since PCG#43 but that he would re-energise the discussion following this meeting.  Both actions remain ongoing.
A-PCG42/05 Mr Guttman (IT Improvements Group) to consider the possibility to introduce remote monitoring trials within some of the smaller working groups and to report the experience gained to PCG [3GPP/PCG#42(19)17&18].
Mr Guttman had provided feedback of the experience gained as reported under section 8 of this report [3GPP/PCG#44(20)31].  This action was therefore considered as discharged.
4
Management Reports from TSGs

4.1
TSG CT
Mr Morand (TSG CT Chairman) presented a report of the progress made by TSG CT [3GPP/PCG#44(20)04].  
There were no matters arising from this report.
4.2
TSG RAN
Mr Bertenyi (TSG RAN Chairman) presented a report of the progress made by TSG RAN [3GPP/PCG#44(20)05].  The report contained a number of proposals concerning electronic meetings which are dealt with under section 8 of this present report.
TSG RAN had provided a copy of a reply sent to TSDSI in response to a Liaison Statement they had received concerning non-critical extensions [3GPP/PCG#44(20)07].
4.3
TSG SA
Mr Mayer (TSG SA Chairman) presented a report of the progress made by TSG SA [3GPP/PCG#44(20)06].  The report contained a number of proposals concerning coordination and electronic meetings which are dealt with under section 8 of this present report.
5
3GPP Progress and Status of Activities
A document which summarised the Features and Studies contained within those 3GPP Releases under preparation was made available to the meeting [3GPP/PCG#44(20)28].  The document was noted.
6
Approval of 3GPP Work Programme

The Secretary presented a list of the new Features which were proposed for inclusion in the 3GPP Work Programme and those which were proposed for deletion since PCG#43 [3GPP/PCG#44(20)29].  
The Work Programme changes were approved.
Decision PCG44/02:
Changes to the 3GPP Work Programme approved [3GPP/PCG#44(20)29].
7
3GPP Support

7.1
Report of MCC Activities

The Secretary presented a report on the activities of MCC [3GPP/PCG#44(20)16].  It was noted that Dr Issam Toufik had been appointed as the MCC Director and Mr Frédéric Firmin as the 3GPP Specifications Manager, both appointments taking effect from 1June 2020.

7.2
Marketing and Communications
Mr Flynn (Marcomms Officer) presented a report of the marketing and communications activities that had taken place since the last meeting and the outlook for activities expected to take place during the remainder of 2020 [3GPP/PCG#44(20)10].  
Ms Miller (ATIS) noted that recent decisions taken concern changes to the 3GPP Release timelines had led to significant press activity.  The primary source of information that had led to this press activity had been the story posted on the 3GPP website.  Ms Miller questioned whether advanced warning could be provided to the 3GPP Head of Delegation prior to such stories being released, so that they could prepare for questions that they may subsequently receive.  Mr Flynn agreed to implement such a procedure.
Action PCG44/01:
3GPP Marcomms Officer to implement a procedure whereby 3GPP Heads of Delegation receive a warning prior to significant stories being posted on the 3GPP website.
8
Working Procedures and Working Methods

Mr Bertenyi (TSG RAN Chairman) presented a proposal that GoToMeeting and GoToWebinar be endorsed as official tools to be used in 3GPP [3GPP/PCG#44(20)19].  It was noted that MCC had already made sufficient licences available to meet the current demand.  The PCG approved this proposal.
Decision PCG44/03:
GoToMeeting and GoToWebinar endorsed as official tools to be used in 3GPP [3GPP/PCG#44(20)19].
Mr Barclay (ATIS) presented the recommendation that the Working Procedures Ad Hoc Group begin work on clarifying those aspects of the working procedures that concern electronic meetings and produce guidelines as to how electronic decision making should be conducted.  [3GPP/PCG#44(20)18].  Dr Yang (CCSA) presented the view that, before starting any work within the Working Procedures Ad Hoc Group a distinction should first be made between those items that could be considered as short-term fixes and those items which would be required for the longer term.  Only those items considered as short-term fixes should be addressed in the first instance.  Mr Mayer (TSG SA Chairman) also believed that 3GPP should resist the temptation to modify the Working Procedures without giving full consideration to the long-term impact, noting that the elected officials were fully occupied in conducting meetings at present and would not be able to invest the time needed to prepare updates to the Working Procedures [3GPP/PCG#44(20)30].  In the discussion that ensued a number of observations were made concerning the inadequacies of the existing Working Procedures, the need to have clear and consistent rules as to how 3GPP groups should behave, and the urgency of addressing the immediate issues that prevent those groups from making progress.  It was therefore agreed to first request the TSG Chairmen to reach agreement on those short-term issues that should urgently be addressed and then to request the Working Procedures Ad Hoc Group to address them.  The speed at which this work should be completed would depend on the ability of the TSG Chairmen to first agree on the list of issues to be addressed.  The resulting recommendations of the Working Procedures Ad Hoc Group should then be submitted to the PCG for approval.
Action PCG44/02:
. TSG Chairmen to agree on the electronic meeting related short-term issues that need to be urgently addressed and then to request the Working Procedures Ad Hoc Group to address them.
Action PCG44/03:
Working Procedures Ad Hoc Group to address the list of electronic meeting related short-term issues prepared by the TSG Chairmen and to make recommendations to the PCG as to how they may be resolved.
Mr Bertenyi (TSG RAN Chairman), noting the limitations placed in the Working Procedures with respect to decision making at electronic meetings, requested that the PCG ratify the decisions made at the March RAN TSG electronic meeting (RAN#87-E) and grant decision making power for all future electronic TSG RAN meetings [3GPP/PCG#44(20)05 slide 13].  The PCG agreed to this request but extended the ratification to all TSGs, and gave decision making power to all TSGs until normal circumstances are resumed.
Decision PCG44/04:
Decisions made by March TSG meetings (TSG#87-E) ratified by the PCG [3GPP/PCG#44(20)05 slide 13].
Decision PCG44/05:
TSGs granted decision making power for meetings they hold electronically as a result of the Covid-19 virus, until normal circumstances have been resumed [3GPP/PCG#44(20)05 slide 13].
Mr Mayer (TSG SA Chairman) had noted in his status report that cross-TSG coordination issues had been experienced in recent months [3GPP/PCG#44(20)06 slide 14].  This was accompanied by the request that TSG RAN should not be convened on the Friday of the TSG week so that cross-TSG issues could be addressed and 3GPP internal coordination be more effective [3GPP/PCG#44(20)06 slide 15].  The PCG noted the request from TSG SA, stressing that effective coordination was essential for the success of 3GPP and urging the TSG Chairmen to work collaboratively to achieve this. 
Action PCG44/04:
TSG Chairmen to work collaboratively to ensure that work within 3GPP is effectively coordinated.
Mr Mayer (TSG SA Chairman) had provided feedback on the experience gained within TSG SA with the use of electronic meetings [3GPP/PCG#44(20)30].  This feedback was noted.
Mr Guttman (3GPP IT Task Force Convenor) had provided a status report of the findings of the IT Task Force [3GPP/PCG#44(20)31].  This status report feedback was noted.
9
Matters Arising from ITU

The following document had been submitted by TTA to the PCG for information:

Consensus building of IMT-2020 development process [3GPP/PCG#44(20)17].
The following list of documents had been submitted to the PCG for decision:
Reminder on Way Forward on 3GPP Release 15 & 16 Versions to be utilized for IMT-2020 Global Core Specifications (GCS) and Transpositions for IMT-2020 - need to update the detailed work plan for 3GPP GCS development [3GPP/PCG#44(20)09].
Draft Letter to ITU in reply to ITU_R_WP5D_TEMP_39 = RP-200037 on the schedule for updating Recommendation ITU-R M.2012 to Revision 5 [SP-200282] [3GPP/PCG#44(20)11].

Draft Letter to ITU in reply to ITU_R_WP5D_TEMP_58rev1 = RP-200043 on Development of a draft new report ITU-R M.[IMT.C-V2X] – Application of the Terrestrial Component of IMT for Cellular-V2X [SP-200283] [3GPP/PCG#44(20)12].
GCS version tables [3GPP/PCG#44(20)15].

Draft Letter to ITU on 3GPP “5G” material for Recommendation ITU-R M.[IMT-2020 specs] - SRIT [SP=200284] [3GPP/PCG#44(20)32].

Draft Letter to ITU on 3GPP “5G” material for Recommendation ITU-R M.[IMT-2020 specs] - RIT [SP-200285] [3GPP/PCG#44(20)33].

It was noted that some of these input contributions had time dependant content and that, with the recent change of dates for the next TSG meetings, that time dependant content would need to be revisited.  As time was limited during this PCG meeting it was decided to approve all of the input contributions “in principle” enabling the TSGs to take whatever action is needed to complete their tasks.
Decision PCG43/06:
The following documents were approved “in principle” by the PCG enabling the TSGs to take whatever action is needed to complete their tasks:
Reminder on Way Forward on 3GPP Release 15 & 16 Versions to be utilized for IMT-2020 Global Core Specifications (GCS) and Transpositions for IMT-2020 - need to update the detailed work plan for 3GPP GCS development [3GPP/PCG#44(20)09]
Draft Letter to ITU in reply to ITU_R_WP5D_TEMP_39 = RP-200037 on the schedule for updating Recommendation ITU-R M.2012 to Revision 5 [SP-200282] [3GPP/PCG#44(20)11]
Draft Letter to ITU in reply to ITU_R_WP5D_TEMP_58rev1 = RP-200043 on Development of a draft new report ITU-R M.[IMT.C-V2X] – Application of the Terrestrial Component of IMT for Cellular-V2X [SP-200283] [3GPP/PCG#44(20)12]
GCS version tables [3GPP/PCG#44(20)15]
Draft Letter to ITU on 3GPP “5G” material for Recommendation ITU-R M.[IMT-2020 specs] - SRIT [SP=200284] [3GPP/PCG#44(20)32]
Draft Letter to ITU on 3GPP “5G” material for Recommendation ITU-R M.[IMT-2020 specs] - RIT [SP-200285] [3GPP/PCG#44(20)33]  
10
Matters Arising from MRPs
Due to time constraints the following input contributions from MRPs were exceptionally noted without presentation:

5GAA
TALKING POINTS FOR COMMENTS TO THE 5.9 GHZ MODERNIZATION NPRM [3GPP/PCG#44(20)08].  
NGMN

The NGMN Alliance - Update [3GPP/PCG#44(20)20].
5G Americas

5G Americas MRP Report [3GPP/PCG#44(20)21].
Analisis-de-las-Recomendaciones-de-Espectro-de-la-UIT-en-America-Latina [3GPP/PCG#44(20)22].

5G-and-the-Cloud [3GPP/PCG#44(20)23].
5G-Evolution-3GPP-R16-R17 [3GPP/PCG#44(20)24].
5G Security-White-Paper [3GPP/PCG#44(20)25].
Global-Implications-of-a-Transformational-Technology-White-Paper [3GPP/PCG#44(20)26].
EDGE-White-Paper [3GPP/PCG#44(20)27].

Broadband India Forum
India – an update [3GPP/PCG#44(20)34].
11
External Relations and Liaisons

There were no matters raised under this Agenda item.
13
Any Other Business

There were no matters raised under this Agenda item.

14
Closing of Meeting and Next Meeting Dates

Mr Mayer (TSG SA Chairman) had requested in his status report that, to enable proper preparation of input material, PCG meetings be held no sooner than four weeks following a TSG meeting week [3GPP/PCG#44(20)06 slide 16].  The Secretary agreed to take note of this request in proposing meeting dates for 2021 onwards.
The proposed dates of the next PCG/OP meetings are as follows:


PCG#45
28 September 2020
London, UK

OP#44
29 September 2020
London, UK

PCG#46
Spring 2021
Korea


OP#45
Spring 2021
Korea
There being no further business the meeting was closed.
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