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1
Opening of Meeting and Chairman’s Remarks

Mr Luis Jorge Romero (PCG Chair) opened the meeting and welcomed the participants to this OP#50 virtual meeting.
The list of participants is given in Annex E.
2
Approval of Agenda

The draft Agenda for the meeting was discussed and approved.  The approved Agenda is given in Annex A [3GPP/OP#50(23)01].

3
Approval of Report of OP#49
The draft report of OP#49 was presented and approved without amendment [3GPP/OP#50(23)02].

Decision OP50/01:
Report of OP#49 approved [3GPP/OP#50(23)02].
3.1
Actions arising

The status of actions arising from previous meetings were reviewed [3GPP/OP#50(23)03].  It was noted that all actions from previous meetings had now been discharged.
Mr Flynn (3GPP Marcoms Officer) had received the following action:

A-OP49/01 To further develop a common message about the role that 3GPP should play in 6G for approval at OP#50 [3GPP/OP#49(23)09&13].
Draft text was presented in response to that action [3GPP/OP#50(23)11].
It was noted that Organizational Partners ARIB and TTC will provide quotes to be included in the press release after this meeting. Mr Flynn will incorporate these two quotes into the press release.
The Organizational Partners approved the press release text with the addition of quotes from Organizational Partners ARIB and TTC (Quotes to be provided) [3GPP/OP#50(23)11].

The Organizational Partners approved 04 December 2023 (the 25th Anniversary of the creation of 3GPP) as the date to publish the press release [3GPP/OP#50(23)11].

Decision OP49/02:
The Partners approved the press release text with the addition of quotes from Organizational Partners ARIB and TTC (to be provided) [3GPP/OP#50(23)11].
Decision OP49/03:
The Partners approved the 04 December 2023 (the 25th Anniversary of the creation of 3GPP) as the date to publish the press release [3GPP/OP#50(23)11].
4
Results from PCG#50 and matters arising

There were no matters brough forward from PCG#51
5
3GPP Partnership Issues

5.1
Report from the Meeting Hosting Planning Group (MHPG)
Mr Bertenyi (Meeting Hosting and Planning Group Convenor) presented a report of the activities of MHPG [3GPP/OP#50(23)09].
The Partners endorsed the following recommendations from MHPG:

· The 3GPP meetings planning for 2024 and 2025 as presented in [3GPP/OP#50(23)09].

· From 2024 onwards, 1-way (listen-only mode) remote access will be provided for all face-to-face TSG and WG meetings; assuming all meeting locations are well accessible to all Individual Members.

· No update to the previous agreement on hardship exemption (i.e. No Hardship Exemptions for any of the Organizational Partners, from Q2/2023 and beyond).
Furthermore, the Partners approved the continuation of the Meeting Hosting and Planning Group (MHPG) until OP#51 in April/2024 to address open issues on meeting planning and to generate recommendations for the TR on Funding Model.
Decision OP50/04:
The 3GPP 2024 and 2025 meetings planning is endorsed by OP#50 in accordance with the recommendation of the MHPG [3GPP/OP#50(23)09].
Decision OP50/05:
From 2024 onwards, 1-way (listen-only mode) remote access to be provided for all face-to-face TSG and WG meetings; assuming all meeting locations are well accessible to all Individual Members, is endorsed in accordance with the recommendation of the MHPG [3GPP/OP#50(23)09].
Decision OP50/06:
Meeting Hosting and Planning Group (MHPG) to continue until OP#51 in April/2024 to address open issues on meeting planning and to generate recommendations for the TR on Funding Model.
Mr Nishioka (ARIB) commented that the use of remote access was not homogenous across the working groups as some groups support remote access also for drafting sessions while other groups only provide remote access to the main plenary sessions.

In the ensuing discussion, It was noted that a distinction should be made between official parallel sessions and offline drafting sessions. A prior agreement within MHPG had limited remote access to official parallel sessions only, while the support of offline sessions is on best effort.
Subsequently, it was agreed to task MHPG to discuss the harmonization of remote access provisions across all the groups.

Action OP50/01:
MHPG to discuss the harmonization of remote access provisions across all the groups
Also presented was the latest version of TR on 3GPP Meeting Funding for information [3GPP/OP#50(23)10]. The document was noted
6
3GPP Funding

6.1
Report of Funding and Finance Group Activities

Mr Nakamura (Funding and Finance Group Chair) presented a report on the activities of the Funding and Finance Group that had taken place since the last OP meeting [3GPP/OP#50(23)14].

The report led to five recommendations which are addressed in the following sections.

The Funding and Finance Group had received the following action:

A-OP49/04 To investigate the feasibility of implementing a 3GPP reserve fund rather than returning unspent money to the Partners on an annual basis.
Ms Elena (ETSI CFO) presented the report of this activity [3GPP/OP#50(23)14]
The Partners approve the following recommendations:

· the creation of a 3GPP long-term reserve fund

· the 3GPP long-term reserve fund is fed until the amount of one Million Euros is collected
· stop calling for the yearly contingency budget of 150 k€, once the threshold of one million Euros is reached the 3GPP long-term reserve fund
· the 3GPP long-term reserve fund is maintained in ETSI’s accounts in compliance with the French Accounting Principles.
· the 3GPP long-term reserve fund is not refundable and not individually available to any of the Partners until the 3GPP is terminated.
Also, after due consideration, the Partners decided the following methodology to build the long-term reserve fund: 
· Once the yearly surplus is determined, 50 % of it is returned to the Partners in the form of credit notes deducted from the N+1 payments and 50 % is allocated to building the long-term reserve fund.
Decision OP50/07:
The Partners approve the creation of a 3GPP long-term reserve fund [3GPP/OP#50(23)14].
Decision OP50/08:
The Partners approve that the 3GPP long-term reserve fund is fed until the amount of one Million Euros is collected [3GPP/OP#50(23)14].
Decision OP50/09:
The Partners approve to stop calling for the yearly contingency budget of 150 k€, once the threshold of one million Euros is reached in the 3GPP long-term reserve fund [3GPP/OP#50(23)14].
Decision OP50/10:
The Partners approve that the 3GPP long-term reserve fund is maintained in ETSI’s accounts in compliance with the French Accounting Principles [3GPP/OP#50(23)14].
Decision OP50/11:
The Partners approve that the 3GPP long-term reserve fund is not refundable and not individually available to any of the Partners until the 3GPP is terminated [3GPP/OP#50(23)14].
Decision OP50/12:
Partners approve that once the yearly surplus is determined, 50 % of it is returned to the Partners in the form of credit notes deducted from the N+1 payments and 50 % is allocated to building the long-term reserve fund [3GPP/OP#50(23)07].
6.2
Summary of 2022 H1 Income and Expenditure and Year-End Forecast

Ms Elena (ETSI CFO) presented a detailed explanation of the income and expenditure of 3GPP for the first half of 2023 [3GPP/OP#50(23)13].  It is expected to close the year with approximately 135 kEUR remaining in the budget.  It was noted that, on the income side, full payment had now been received from all but one Partner and that full payment from all Partners was expected before the year end.

6.3
2023 Draft Budget and Partner Commitments

The Funding and Finance Group had prepared a budget proposal taking into account the workload within 3GPP and the estimated number of meetings to be supported.  In preparing this budget proposal, the assumption had been made that 3GPP has returned fully to face-to-face meetings, according to a calendar agreed within the MHPG, and that means to remotely access face-to-face meetings will be required for those who are unable to attend physically [3GPP/OP#50(23)06].  

The following budget lines were approved for project support, in accordance with the recommendation of the Funding and Finance Group:
	Proposed 2024 3GPP Support Budget
	Proposed allocation in
kEUR

(previous year values)

	1
Committee Support Staff

  17.4 3GPP person-years
	2468 (2374)

	2
Committee Support Seconded Experts
3 person-years
	409 (409)

	3
Testing Support Staff

1 Full-Time TTCN Development Manager
	160 (150)

	4
Meeting IT Support

208 Days of meeting IT support
	125 (51)

	5
Promotional and Marketing Materials

Promotional and Marketing material (event participation, brochures etc)
	60 (60)

	6
Travel and subsistence

(Est 110 long haul and 50 short haul flights)
	    645 (400)

	7
Training

(Est 4 Antitrust training sessions)
	20 (20)

	8
Overheads

Working Assumption to be confirmed by ETSI GA

(2468+409+160+829)*0,39
	1508 (1438)

	9
Contingency


	150 (150)



	Total
	5545 (5052)


Decision OP50/13:
3GPP 2024 Project Support Budget approved in accordance with the recommendation of the Funding and Finance Group [3GPP/OP#50(23)06].
Also proposed by the Funding and Finance Group had been an allocation from the budget for the continued development of TTCN for 3GPP terminals by TSG RAN.  After due consideration the allocation for TTCN was approved as follows, in accordance with the recommendation of the Funding and Finance Group: 
	Task description
	Budget Allocation
(kEUR)

	11
TTCN for MS interoperability

58 person months @ 14.1 k€ = 829 kEUR

Additional Voluntary effort ≈ 46 person months 
	829 (754)


	Total
	829 


Decision OP50/14:
3GPP 2024 TTCN development budget approved in accordance with the recommendation of the Funding and Finance Group [3GPP/OP#50(23)06].
The result of the two decisions described above led to a total 2024 budget for 3GPP as follows:

	Proposed 2024 Budget
	Proposed allocation
(kEUR)

	Support Budget*


	 5 545 (5052)

	Specific Tasks Budget


	829 (754)

	Total
	 6 374 (5806)


The Partners approved the recommendation made by the Funding and Finance Group that 50% of any 2023 surplus be returned to the Partners in the form of credit notes deducted from the N+1 payments and 50 % of any 2023 surplus be allocated to building the long-term reserve fund.
Decision OP50/15:
50% of the 2023 surplus to be returned to the Partners pro-rata in the form of credit notes deducted from the N+1 payments and 50 % of the 2023 surplus to be allocated to building the long-term reserve fund. [3GPP/OP#50(23)14].
The Partners also approved the recommendation made by the Funding and Finance Group that a “snap shot” of the number of Individual Members in 3GPP should be taken on 5 January 2024 and used as the basis to calculate the 2024 Partner payments.

Decision OP50/16:
“Snap shot” of the number of Individual Members in 3GPP to be taken on 5 January 2024 and used as the basis to calculate the 2024 Partner payments. [3GPP/OP#50(23)14].
7
Correspondence
There were no matters raised under this agenda item.
8
A.O.B. 

There were no matters raised under this agenda item.
9
Closing of Meeting and Next Meeting Dates

The meeting dates of the next PCG/OP meetings are as follows:

PCG#52
23 April 2024, Face-to-Face Meeting, US

OP#51
24 April 2024, Face-to-Face Meeting, US

PCG#53
29-30 October 2024 (TBC), Virtual meeting

OP#52
30 October 2024 (TBC), Virtual meeting
There being no further business the meeting was closed.
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List of Decisions

	N°.
	DECISION

	D-OP50/01
	Report of OP#49 approved [3GPP/OP#50(23)02]

	D-OP50/02
	The Partners approved the press release text with the addition of quotes from Organizational Partners ARIB and TTC (to be provided) [3GPP/OP#50(23)11].

	D-OP50/03
	The Partners approved the 04 December 2023 (the 25th Anniversary of the creation of 3GPP) as the date to publish the press release [3GPP/OP#50(23)11].

	D-OP50/04
	The 3GPP 2024 and 2025 meetings planning is endorsed by OP#50 in accordance with the recommendation of the MHPG [3GPP/OP#50(23)09].

	D-OP50/05
	From 2024 onwards, 1-way (listen-only mode) remote access to be provided for all face-to-face TSG and WG meetings; assuming all meeting locations are well accessible to all Individual Members, is endorsed in accordance with the recommendation of the MHPG [3GPP/OP#50(23)09].

	D-OP50/06
	Meeting Hosting and Planning Group (MHPG) to continue until OP#51 in April/2024 to address open issues on meeting planning and to generate recommendations for the TR on Funding Model.

	D-OP50/07
	The Partners approve the creation of a 3GPP long-term reserve fund [3GPP/OP#50(23)14].

	D-OP50/08
	The Partners approve that 3GPP long-term reserve fund is fed until the amount of one Million Euros is collected [3GPP/OP#50(23)14].

	D-OP50/09
	The Partners approve to stop calling for the yearly contingency budget of 150 k€, once the threshold of one million Euros is reached in the 3GPP long-term reserve fund [3GPP/OP#50(23)14].

	D-OP50/10
	The Partners approve that the 3GPP long-term reserve fund is maintained in ETSI’s accounts in compliance with the French Accounting Principles [3GPP/OP#50(23)14].

	D-OP50/11
	The Partners approve that the 3GPP long-term reserve fund is not refundable and not individually available to any of the Partners until the 3GPP is terminated [3GPP/OP#50(23)14].

	D-OP50/12
	Partners approve that Once the yearly surplus is determined, 50 % of it is returned to the Partners in the form of credit notes deducted from the N+1 payments and 50 % is allocated to building the long-term reserve fund [3GPP/OP#50(23)07].

	D-OP50/13
	3GPP 2024 Project Support Budget approved in accordance with the recommendation of the Funding and Finance Group [3GPP/OP#50(23)06].

	D-OP50/14
	3GPP 2024 TTCN development budget approved in accordance with the recommendation of the Funding and Finance Group [3GPP/OP#50(23)06].

	D-OP50/15
	50% of the 2023 surplus to be returned to the Partners pro-rata in the form of credit notes deducted from the N+1 payments and 50 % of the 2023 surplus to be allocated to building the long-term reserve fund. [3GPP/OP#50(23)14].

	D-OP50/16
	“Snap shot” of the number of Individual Members in 3GPP to be taken on 5 January 2024 and used as the basis to calculate the 2024 Partner payments. [3GPP/OP#50(23)14].
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	A-OP50/01
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	to discuss the harmonization of remote access provisions across all the groups.
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