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1
Introduction

The Funding and Finance Group (FFG) has held one physical meeting since the last PCG/OP meeting. The meeting was held on Tuesday 21 March with the following participants:
Tomo Miyake

(ARIB)

Peter Musgrove

(ATIS)

Iain Sharp

(ATIS)

Kevin Holley

(ETSI)

Marc Grant

(ETSI)
Corinne Elena

(ETSI)
Luis Romero

(ETSI)

Kyoungseok Oh
(TTA)
Changho Ryoo

(TTA)
Kuljit Singh

(TSDSI)
Pamela Kumar

(TSDSI)
Nobuyuki Tajiri

(TTC)

Norio Nakamura
(TTC) Chair

Adrian Scrase

(MCC) Secretary

Elisabetta Comin
(MCC)

Issam Toufik 

(MCC)
The meeting focused on two main issues; the accountability of the income and expenditure that had taken place during year 2022 and the calculation of Partner payments for 2023. These two issues are addressed in the next two sections.
2 Year 2022 Income and Expenditure
FFG received and reviewed a comprehensive report of the income and expenditure of the Mobile Competence Centre in year 2022. The full report has been submitted to this OP meeting as 3GPP/OP#49(23)05.  This led to a financial summary for year 2022 which is submitted to this OP meeting as 3GPP/OP#49(23)06.  In conclusion, the year end situation is as follows:
Total Income

   6247,000 kEUR
Total Expenditure 
   5771,185 kEUR

2022 year end situation


           475,815 kEUR
FFG recommends that the Partners accept documents 3GPP/OP#49(23)05 and 3GPP/OP#49(23)06 as a true and faithful record of financial transactions in 2022.
Recommendation 1:
FFG recommends that the Partners accept documents 3GPP/OP#49(23)05 and 3GPP/OP#49(23)06 as a true and faithful record of the year 2022 financial transactions.
3
Year 2023 Funding
The 2023 budget was discussed and agreed during OP#48-e (see report of OP#48-e given in OP#49(23)02).  
The 2023 meeting schedule has undergone significant change since the 2023 budget was first set.  These changes are likely to increase the budget requirement for meeting support (travel, subsistence and human resources).  Indeed, an additional 27 short haul flights and 20 long haul flights are now envisaged compared to the original estimate.  Salary expenses are also predicted to rise by an unexpected 5% due to increased social charges.  In addition, there is strong inflationary pressure in several areas that may impact the budget for 2023 and beyond.  It is therefore recommended that 200 kEUR of the remaining 2022 funds be kept as a provision for 2023 and that 275,815 kEUR of remaining funds be credited back to the Partners in proportion to the payments they made in 2022.
Recommendation 2:
FFG recommends that 200 kEUR of unspent 2022 funds be carried forward to 2023 as a prevision against unforeseen expenses and that 275,815 kEUR be returned to the Partners as credit notes.
The 2023 Partner payments have been calculated taking into account the number of Individual Members declared by each Partner on 06 January 2023.  The contribution that each Partner is required to pay is detailed in document 3GPP/OP#49(23)07.
Recommendation 3:
FFG recommends that the Partners approve the payments required as given in 3GPP/OP#49(23)07, which have been calculated in accordance with the budget set by OP#48-e.
4
Orientation of 2024 budget

FFG held a brief discussion on the budget requirements for 2024.  It is too early to predict at this stage the economic situation which is likely to prevail although some inflationary increases may be unavoidable.  While it is too early to predict how the meeting calendar will look in 2024 the workload within the Project is expected to be of a similar magnitude as that experienced in 2023.  This would imply that no increase in human resources would be required.  FFG will have a more in-depth discussion on the 2024 draft budget at a preparatory call which is scheduled to take place in July 2023.
A discussion was also held on how best to make contingency provisions for the future by means of establishing a permanent fund.  This would remove the need for credit notes to be issued annually. FFG is planning to develop this proposal at its next meeting.
FFG will prepare by early August 2023 a first draft 2024 budget by remote means, such that it can be distributed as early information to the Partners.
FFG will prepare at its September meeting a final draft 2024 budget proposal.
5
FFG activity in 2023
FFG has planned the following meetings for the remainder of 2023:

Preparatory conference call 
24 July 2023 (13.00 – 15.00 UTC): 



to prepare early draft 2024 budget

FFG#54
Tuesday 12 September 2023 (collocated with TSGs if F2F).
