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1
Decision/action requested

The group is asked to discuss and agree on the proposal.
2

Rationale

It is proposed to add a new use case on Distinguish which network elements support Store and Forward Satellite operation in 3GPP TR 28.874.

3
Detailed proposal

	Start of 1st Change


5.3.X
Distinguish which network elements support Store and Forward Satellite operation
5.3.x.1
Description
The Store and Forward Satellite (S&F) operation aims to offer communication service to UEs within satellite coverage experiencing intermittent or temporary satellite connectivity. Satellites that support S&F operation may not have both available feeder link and service link connections simultaneously, which has a significant impact on the existing attach procedure, and the services that can be provided in this mode are very limited.
From the operator’s perspective, it’s necessary to enhance the configuration of the network elements on-board satellite to indicate whether S&F operation can be supported or not. For example, 3GPP management configures an additional parameter, e.g. an S&F indication, in the eNB to indicate whether this eNB supports S&F operation or not.
5.3.x.2
Potential requirements

REQ-SNF-REQ-1: The 3GPP management system should be able to configure the network element to indicate whether it supports S&F opreation.
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