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1	Introduction
In RAN2#125, it was agreed to send an LS to RAN1 to inform them about the agreements regarding the support for 2-step RA for eRedCap UEs.
	[bookmark: _Hlk166203557]RAN2 had a discussion on how to configure 2-step RA resources for eRedCap UEs. RAN2 decided to recommend RAN1 to support 2-step RA for eRedCap UEs on 2-step eRedCap resources. If this is not agreeable RAN2 will assume that 2-step RA for eRedCap is not supported at all.
It was also agreed that the following is not specified from RAN2 standpoint: the case where an eRedCap UE uses 2-step RedCap RA resources when 2-step eRedCap RA resources are not configured. If this is agreeable to RAN1, RAN2 will specify that an eRedCap UE that falls back from 2-step random access (using the 2-step eRedCap RA resources) shall use the 4-step eRedCap RA resources.



RAN1 replied to the LS from RAN2 in RAN1#116bisas follows: 

	There was no consensus in RAN1 to agree with RAN2 recommendation and revert the RAN1 agreements above. Instead, RAN1 would like to make the following clarifications as a way forward:
First, for the case when eRedCap 4-step RA resources are not configured, but RedCap 4-step RA resources and RedCap 2-step RA resources are configured, both RedCap UEs and eRedCap UEs use RedCap 2-step RA resources for 2-step RA and use RedCap 4-step RA resources for 4-step RA including fallback from 2-step RA. RAN1’s understanding is that the LS from RAN2 does not concern this case, and that 2-step RACH will be supported for eRedCap UEs at least for this case.
Furthermore, from RAN1 point of view, fallback to RedCap 4-step RA resources can already be supported by existing RAN1 specifications for any case where an eRedCap UE uses RedCap 2-step RA resources for 2-step RA, under the assumption that gNB applies the eRedCap RAR timing relaxation for all RedCap UEs and eRedCap UEs when needed. To clarify this, RAN1#116bis made the following agreement:
	Agreement:
· On top of earlier RAN1 agreement
· Additional early indication in MsgA PRACH is not supported.
· If MsgA PRACH early indication for Rel-17 RedCap UEs is configured, a Rel-18 eRedCap UE shall share the MsgA PRACH that is configured for Rel-17 RedCap UEs if the Rel-18 eRedCap UE performs 2-step RACH,
from RAN1 point of view, above can be supported with fallback to 4-step Rel-17 RedCap RACH resources by assuming that gNB will apply eRedCap RAR timing relaxation for RedCap UE when needed.
· Send LS to RAN2 to inform the above agreement.




If this approach is acceptable from RAN2 point of view, this means that 2-step RA for eRedCap UEs can be handled using RedCap 2-step RA resources with fallback to RedCap 4-step RA resources.




In this contribution we discuss the reply from RAN1 in their LS on 2-step RA for eRedCap UEs. We discuss the motivation for the options RAN2 has considered prior to sending the LS to RAN1 and the suggestions from RAN1 in their reply LS.
[bookmark: _Ref178064866]2	Discussion
[bookmark: _Hlk166228994]If it becomes possible to configure 2-step RA resources for eRedCap UEs, RAN2 has agreed not to support such configuration if 4-step RA resources for eRedCap are not configured, i.e., it should not be possible for an eRedCap UE to fallback from 2-step RA resources configured for eRedCap to 4-step RA resources configured for RedCap. RAN2 would like to assume that if 2-step RA resources are configured for eRedCap UEs, 4-step RA resources should also be configured for eRedCap UEs considering the fallback scenario. Based on the reply from RAN1, it is understood that RAN1 does not prefer to make it possible to configure 2-step RA resources for eRedCap UEs.

[bookmark: _Toc166229039]RAN1 does not prefer to make it possible to configure 2-step RA resources for eRedCap UEs.

Regarding the case when 4-step RA resources for eRedCap are not configured, but 4-step RA resources for RedCap and 2-step RA resources for RedCap are configured; if 2-step RA resources for eRedCap UEs are not configured, it is possible for eRedCap UEs to use 2-step RA resources configured for RedCap for 2-step RA and use 4-step RA resources configured for RedCap for 4-step RA for fallback from 2-step RA. However, in this case, the assumption is that 4-step RA resources are not configured for eRedCap. But this may not always be possible, i.e., an operator should be able to configure 4-step RA resources for eRedCap, not simply considering the fallback case described above. If 4-step RA resources are configured for eRedCap, this implies that eRedCap UEs should fallback from 2-step RA using those resources, which brings us back to the scenario that RAN2 did not want to support.
Considering that it is not agreeable to RAN1 to support 2-step RA for eRedCap UEs using 2-step RA eRedCap resources, we suggest RAN2 not to support 2-step RA for eRedCap UEs as stated in the LS to RAN1.

[bookmark: _Toc166230190]2-step RA for eRedCap UEs is not supported.

3	Conclusion
In this contribution we discuss the reply from RAN1 in their LS on 2-step RA for eRedCap UEs. We discuss the motivation for the options RAN2 has considered prior to sending the LS to RAN1 and the suggestions from RAN1 in their reply LS. Based on the discussion in the previous sections we made the following observation:

Observation 1	RAN1 does not prefer to make it possible to configure 2-step RA resources for eRedCap UEs.

Based on the discussion in the previous section, we propose the following:

Proposal 1	2-step RA for eRedCap UEs is not supported.
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