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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks SA3 for the LS on satellite architecture aspects for Store and Forward (S&F) operation.

RAN3 would like to make the following considerations, that may be useful to SA3 discussions.

· S&F as currently studied by SA WGs is out of RAN3 scope.

· All S&F solutions currently studied by SA2 leverage a regenerative payload with a gNB/eNB embarked on the satellite; therefore, the Satellite Radio Interface (SRI) between the satellite and the NTN GW transports NG/S1.

· All S&F solutions which require embarking one or more core network function(s) on the satellite, will result in the logical interface(s) terminated by such function(s) being transported over the SRI alongside NG/S1. Because of this, the SRI will become an even more critical link in the transport network (possibly also in terms of security).

RAN3 therefore assumes that any solution, specified by SA3, which secures NG/S1 over the SRI will also secure any interfaces to the network function(s) hosted in the satellite payload for S&F operation.
2. Actions:

To SA3, SA2, and RAN2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks SA3, SA2, and RAN2 group to take the above into account, and provide feedback if needed.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN3 Meeting #125
19-23 August 2024


Maastricht, The Netherlands

TSG-RAN3 Meeting #125bis
14-18 October 2024


TBC, China

