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	Abstract:
	This liaison statement calls for use cases regarding autonomous networks. As agreed during the ITU-T Study Group 13 virtual meeting on 17 December 2020 ITU established the Focus Group on “Autonomous Networks” (FG-AN). Identification and study of use cases for autonomous networks, with emphasis on key concepts of exploratory evolution, experimentation and adaptation, in the context of future networks, is an important deliverable for FG-AN. Keeping this in mind, FG-AN welcomes inputs on use cases in the area of autonomous networks.



This document proposes an out-going LS statement to multiple entities, calling for contributions on use cases regarding autonomous networks. Please see attachment below for details. The contents are posted below for discussion and approval by the 1st meeting of FG-AN.
Introduction
As mentioned in [TSB Circular 288 FG-AN], at its virtual meeting on 17 December 2020, ITU-T SG13 approved the establishment of the ITU-T Focus Group on “Autonomous Networks” (FG-AN). FG-AN will draft technical reports and specifications for autonomous networks, including exploratory evolution in future networks, real-time responsive experimentation, dynamic adaptation to future environments, technologies, and use cases. The Focus Group will also identify relevant gaps in the standardization of autonomous networks.
Discussion on various aspects of autonomous networks such as use cases, requirements, expectations, challenges, research gaps and standardization needs are discussed during the first meeting of FG-AN which will be held virtually on 2 - 4 February 2021.
The proposed key concepts to be studied are mention in [FG-AN ToR] as exploratory evolution, real-time responsive experimentation and dynamic adaptation.
Call for use cases regarding autonomous networks including its application 
Study and identification of use cases for autonomous networks, with emphasis on the key concepts, in the context of future networks is an important deliverable for FG-AN. This will not only help in analysing the gaps in standards, but also to identify relevant, common terms for definition, formulate general requirements and architecture and also to form collaborative partnership with other entities working in related areas.
FG-AN calls for inputs on use cases in the area of autonomous networks and including its application. Use cases can be submitted by any interested party.
For the purposes of further analysis the use case submissions are requested to contain the following details:
NOTE-1: the following fields are derived from [ML5G-I-240], they are to be treated as guidance only, and submissions may include any other fields.
NOTE-2: The examples given below for each field are for illustrative purposes only.
· Use case name: e.g. self-x radio access network
· Created by: e.g. Leon Wong, Rakuten Mobile, Japan.
· Creation date: e.g. 07 Jan. 21
· Use case context: e.g. Discussions in XYZ forum regarding architecture of self-x radio access network.
· Use case description: may include figures, attachments, etc.
· Use case category: 
· (cat 1) use case for autonomous behaviour 
· example-1: provisioning of autonomous mechanisms in network
· example-2: long-term monitoring of evolution in autonomous network
· example-3: interaction between autonomous mechanism and other functions of the network 
· (cat 2) application of autonomous behaviour
· example-1: closed-loop control of power
· example-2: self organizing core network.
· Reference: e.g. website for further references regarding the use case, preferably containing more details in publicly accessible form.
Inputs regarding the use cases in the above suggested format may be submitted to FG-AN as contributions, by 20 March 2021.
FG-AN takes this opportunity to wish our colleagues a very happy and prosperous new year. We would like to thank all collaborators for their inputs and look forward to working together. 
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