[image: image2.jpg]




[image: image1.jpg]



Liaison Statement

	Liaison Statement Title:
	Reply LS to 3GPP SA WG1 GSMA IREG concerning TR22.893


	Source Meeting Information

	Meeting Number
	Meeting Date
	Meeting Location

	Packet #44
	27.4.2010
	Vienna Austria


	Document Details

	Document Number:
	Creation Date:
	Document Author:

	PACKET Doc 44_012
	19.2.2010
	Jari Weckman / TeliaSonera Finland

	Originating GSMA Source:
	Sent To:
	Copied To:

	IREG Packet
	3GPP SA1
	IWG


	Action Required by Recipient: (Please Tick a box under desired action)

	None – For Info Only
	None – Reply to Earlier LS
	Info/Clarification Required

	
	X
	

	Decision Required
	Approval Required
	Deadline for Response

	
	
	


GSMA [2] IREG Packet thanks 3GPP TSG SA WG1 for their LS on IP Interconnect. IREG Packet notes that the attached 3GPP TR 22.893 is similar to IREG Packet's work on defining the IPX (in conjunction with the IPIA [1]).

Checking through TR 22.893, a lot of overlapping issues to multiple GSMA documents are observed. From GSMA point of view it is essential that other parties understand that GSMA PRD IR.34 is not the only IPX related GSMA document, but there are multiple associated documents including IR.40, IR.67 and IR.77, which are describing the technical implementation of IPX. There are other GSMA working group documents as well that are covering IPX network implementation, such as AA.80. In addition to these, there are then service specific documents, such as for SIP-I based voice interconnect there is the technical document IR.83 and also the commercial oriented document AA.81 (covering inter-Service Provider agreement issues).
All IPX related documents can be found in [3].
So remembering that there is more than only one document where this TR 22.893 is referring it can be seen why this TR 22.893 was actually created, but unfortunately, it is greatly overlapping with a number of GSMA documents, while in other places it diverges from what GSMA documents are specifying for the IPX. So this then easily leads to the case where there are separated, non‑interoperable IPX "islands" due to divergent and misaligned specification.

In particular, there are divergences in terminology:
Service Provider in TR 22.893 is explained as follows:

“Operator: The entity which offers telecommunication services to the end user by means of a wireless or fixed access (i.e. mobile or fixed network operator).”
“Service Provider: A Service Provider is either a network operator or another entity that provides services to a subscriber (e.g. a MVNO).”
And in text; to third party such as an Application Provider (e.g to a messaging provider)
In GSMA, all these different types of end-user services offering parties are called Service Providers, and have similar rights and responsibilities when connecting to IPX.
The fact that the fundamental terms are meaning different things leads to a great separation in specification. Some further examples are as follows:
Interconnection points
Although there is no formal definition, in GSMA IPX those would include the interconnection between IPX Providers (called either peering point or peering connection). and in TR 22.893 those are defined with respect to the Operators, so difference is remarkable, as in GSMA IPX there is no chance to have a single interconnection point between operators, but IPX Providers provide that connectivity, with their network. In GSMA IPX there is no Interconnection point between Service Providers, as IPX network is playing that role.
SIP Proxy 
Is referred to as IP Interconnection Intermediate carrier equipment in TR 22.893. In the context of GSMA IPX, the SIP Proxy refers to SP border function, and the equipment used in the IPX Provider network is called IPX Proxy. Beside, please note that in GSMA documents an IPX Proxy is not a SIP proxy (in the IETF sense), so an IPX Proxy could not be a SIP proxy as shown in TR 22.893.

Thus, based on the above observations, we would say that;

· There are quite a few GSMA documents missing from the references in Chapter 2.

· Definitions do not match with GSMA documents

· There is considerable overlap in Chapters 4.1 to 4.3, and Chapters 5 to 6 with GSMA documents

· There is overlap with GSMA documents also in Chapter 4.4but in addition some use cases appear out of scope for GSMA IPX (in particular, bilateral interconnection without using IPX)

However, it is acknowledged that there are also some technical details missing in GSMA documents including the following:

· End-to-end transparency for when IPX Proxies are used. 

· Transparency in TDM break-in cases

· Transcoding issues in certain scenarios (e.g. between SIP-I and SIP)

For such cases, GSMA IREG is happy to work with 3GPP in determining where best to provide such required specification.

It is our understanding that 3GPP is working to make sure the 3GPP specifications support the interconnect models such as the IPX, but 3GPP does not intend to specify those models as such, especially 3GPP does not intend to re-specify the IPX as this is already covered by the GSMA. GSMA IREG Packet is of the opinion that duplication must be avoided.
ACTION for 3GPP TSG SA WG1:

GSMA IREG Packet kindly and respectively asks 3GPP to note the above and not duplicate any specification work on IP interconnectivity that the GSMA in conjunction with the IPIA [1] has already produced. GSMA IREG Packet welcomes member companies of 3GPP to participate in enhancing and improving the existing IPX related documents within GSMA. Or else, in instances where there is lack of technical detail, to liaise with GSMA IREG Packet in order to determine the best place for such detail to be specified.
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