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Biometrics

The taskforce reported on the work progress. The convenor pointed out that there is standardisation work going on in other committees with respect to biometric authentication, WG10 as responsible for standardisation of driving licenses as an example. The structure of the standard was discussed and the outcome is not to standardise on particular methods for biometric authentication but to create an object identifier OID to indicate what kind of biometric authentication, algorithms and data is related to this method. The standard should also allow for user guidance where the terminal could ask the user to present a particular type of biometrics for authentication as well as no user guidance where the user just enters the correct biometric. As it is not possible or even desirable at this stage to define certain biometric methods and algorithms there is a need for a registration of verification identifiers. The verification identifier (VID) would be similar to the AID it would explicitly tell the terminal what type of biometric authentication is supported what algorithms and data is used for processing. There was also a discussion on the need for being able to select and disable and/or specific verification requirements, like the PIN disable functionality as specified in 31.101. This was felt as a good idea and will be looked at during the future biometrics work. The outcome of this particular issue may have an impact on 7816-8 where the relevant commands are defined.

Low Voltage Work Item

This issue was discussed and took a new dramatic change since WG4 has been asked to proceed with the 1.8V electrical specification. The supply voltage class identifier as outlined in an earlier U.S input paper was accepted, this is in line with what is in 31.101. The electrical values discussed are very much in line with the values specified in 31.101.

The hot topic regarding the initial start-up voltage was rediscussed and an alternative to the existing scenario in 7816-3 was developed. This scenario didn't get much support by due to the situation it was not heavily argued at this meeting. The arguments will be brought forward at the next meeting where the first draft of this document will be further discussed. The potential problem here is that the new text could cause incompatibility with the existing 7816-3 or the interpretation would be wider which basically means that there is no clear rule on which voltage to start with. The word "preferred voltage" was used. The outcome of this discussion may have an impact on 31.101 in that sense that instead of referring to 7816-3 for the start-up sequence it would be necessary to incorporate text into 31.101 to maintain the existing order. An interesting issue with class AC terminals was brought up. This would allow terminals to migrate directly to a new technology maintaining compatibility with the initial technology only. On the card side it was felt that consecutive classes are preferred.

Cryptographic token ring

A new WI on cryptographic tokens has been balloted. The outcome of the ballot is that the WI is approved. A lot of comments were made. The intent is to create an ISO standard out of the PKCS 15 specification. V.1.1. is currently under development. If the work is taken on by WG4 the further work of RSA labs on PKCS 15 will not continue.

The purpose with the standard is to provide PKCS 15 type of cryptographic token services for a smart card.  The intention is that this is an application that provides the service. This may lead to a case where two applications may have to be open at the same time. This also may result in WG4 having to specify an application, which has not been the intention. Also all issues related to simultaneous open applications would have to be solved by WG4. This may lead to significant modifications to existing 7816-series standards in order to make it work similar work as what has been done for 31.101 and 31.102.

ISO/IEC 7816-9

This document was not discussed at this meeting. It was announced that the document has been sent for ballot and the ballot closing date is 02.05.2000. The FDIS ballot result and open issues will be discussed at the next meeting from the 26-29 th of June.

