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1. What is a 3GPP ICS proforma





In the context of 3GPP terminals,  an Implementation Conformance Statement (ICS) proforma is a document in the form of a well-structured questionnaire, a part of 3GPP terminal specification. It needs to be filled in by the 3GPP terminal manufacturers, and when completed, becomes an ICS. The objective of the ICS is to provide a statement of which capabilities and options of the 3GPP core specifications have been implemented in the declared 3GPP terminal.





The 3GPP ICS is used





for conformance testing purpose: it is mainly used to check the static conformance of the 3GPP terminal implementation, the applicability of the tests and to parameterise the tests;





for interoperability purpose: it is used to provide information on the capabilities supported by the terminals, in order to have an idea on the interoperable chances of a 3GPP terminal with the different 3GPP networks in the different regions.





Example:








Table A.2: 3GPP Terminal Features


Item�
Features�
Ref.�
Status


3GPP�
Status


region1�
Status


region2�
Status


region3�
Support�
Mnemonic�
�
1�
Display of Called Number.�
3GPP 02.07, B.1.1�
M�
M�
M�
M�
�
TSPC_Feat_DCN�
�
2�
Indication of Call Progress Signals.�
3GPP 02.07, B.1.2�
O�
O�
M�
O�
�
TSPC_Feat_CPSind�
�
3�
Country / PLMN Indication.�
3GPP 02.07, B.1.3�
M�
M�
M�
M�
�
TSPC_Feat_PLMNind�
�
4�
Country / PLMN Selection.�
3GPP 02.07, B.1.4�
M�
M�
M�
M�
�
TSPC_Feat_PLMNsel�
�
5�
Keypad.�
3GPP 02.07, B.1.5�
O�
O�
O�
O�
�
TSPC_Feat_Keypad�
�



2. Why is the 3GPP ICS proforma needed





The 3GPP ICS proforma is a unique and accumulated document containing all 3GPP requirements which a 3GPP terminal fulfils. The document will be a common technical basis





for the regional 3GPP harmonised standards,


for the voluntary 3GPP certification system(s?),


for the re-grouping of different consumer / application requirements,


for the check of the interoperability of a 3GPP terminal with different networks,


for the check of static conformance requirements,


for the compatibility check at the different 3GPP phases,


used for the applicability of each test cases being drafted by TSG-T1,


used for the parameterisation of individual test cases.





3. What contained in the 3GPP ICS proforma





The purpose of an ICS proforma is to ask questions. Thus, the most important and delicate task is to identify which questions are relevant. At least two levels of the questions shall be raised.





At the terminal capability level, such as the 3GPP services supported, the type of terminals, the basic features implemented. All questions at this level shall correspond to the current work at TSG-T2: the definition of terminal capabilities.





At the level of each layered protocols, such as PDU, procedures and eventually, the parameters in PDUs. However, in the GSM practice, only the static options in the protocol specifications are included in the ICS in order to tremendously reduce the number of questions.





The applicability of each test cases shall also be included in the ICS proforma.





4. Conclusions and recommendations





The need to have a specification on the 3GPP ICS proforma is evident. The specification can serve for the multiple uses both at the phase of the definition of a 3GPP terminal product and at the phase of the conformance and interoperability assessments. 





It is recommended to have a WI at TSG-T1 for the specification of 3GPP ICS proforma.�
�





















