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1
Decision/action requested

The group is asked to discuss and endorse.
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References

3
Rationale
The XML solution sets lacking interest for continued maintenance in Rel-16. The pros and cons of discontinuing XML are analysed as follows:

Discontinue XML solution set for Management service component A and component B from Rel-16: 

Pros: 

1. In the 5G SBMA solution, there is no operation solution set that can integrate with the XML based NRM. If we keep the XML solution set, there is an obvious risk for publishing an XML solution set that is not part of any working solution.
2. The current XML SS has no company to maintain it, and  the quality of XML solution sets is very questionable with several existing errors and inconsistencies. Discontinuing XML solution set in Rel-16 will therefore raise the overall quality impression of SA5 specifications, and not cause any backward compatibility issue. 

2.
SA5 would have fewer solution sets to maintain, which would benefit SA5 delegates by reduced workload as well as operators and vendors by simplified implementations.

Cons:

1. It may not look good from outside to remove a big portion of content from the published Rel-16 specifications.  
2. It may be difficult for SA5 member companies to fully analyse and understand the consequences of removing XML from Rel-16, to feel certain that we have not missed any negative consequence.
3. More workload for the TS rapporteurs
4
Detailed proposal

Discontinue the XML solution set for management service component B in TS 28.623 and TS 28.541 for Rel-16 and Rel-17. 
Remove the corresponding XML directories of TS 28.623 and TS 28.541 in forge.
The XML file format definitions in the existing specification are kept with no change. 
CR contributions by the respective TS rapporteurs are needed to make the update.
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