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Document Summary:
This document proposes terminology to be used for telecom management systems. Definitions of the terms OS, EM and NM are proposed. 




Specification(s) involved:
32.101 




Other information:
This document includes definitions of the term “OS” (as previously suggested in the Siemens/Italtel proposal S5-99182), and the terms “EM” and “NM” proposed by Ericsson as was being requested during SA5 meeting #6.

Background:

In the context of SA5 activities several terms are used for management systems on different TMN hierarchy levels, e.g. OS, OMC / EM / NEM, NMC / NE-OS etc. This is a source of confusions and mistakes, which should be removed with regard to the documents to be produced.

Proposal

In all documents generated by the SA5 group a unified terminology shall be used for the management systems as follows:

· OS (Operations System)
This abbreviation indicates a generic management system, independent of its location level within the management hierarchy.

· A Network Element Manager (EM) provides a package of end-user functions for management of a set of closely related types of network elements. These functions can be divided into two main categories:

- Element Management Functions for management of network elements on an individual basis. These are basically the same functions as supported by the corresponding local terminals.

- Sub-Network Management Functions that are related to a network model for a set of network elements constituting a clearly defined sub-network, which may include relations between the network elements. This model enables additional functions on the sub-network level (typically in the areas of network topology presentation, alarm correlation, service impact analysis and circuit provisioning).

· A Network Manager (NM) provides a package of end-user functions with the responsibility for the management of a network, mainly as supported by the EM(s) but it may also involve direct access to the network elements. All communication with the network is based on open and well standardized interfaces supporting management of multi-vendor and multi-technology network elements.


In case the proposal is adopted within SA5 group, it would be very useful to recommend it not only to other SA groups but also to related standardization groups (e.g. RAN-WG3).
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